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Planting seasonal flowers
Helen Robinson (Gilligan's hat),
Grace Theurer & Jacob
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                                       Alplaus Village Wide 
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                                                                               Flea Market & Garage                      
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    Saturday, June 7 







     9 am - 4 pm







      Call Vicki at 399-0184









   for more information 

 On the Hill
Just think how much the Erie canal pick and shovel men would have enjoyed some of Carver's big machines helping them with the "Big Ditch".  The pictures below (taken by Cliff Hayes) show just how deep the sewer project pipes are being laid and how big the machines are that do the job.
   The Home Town News (and I) will take a vacation over July and August, as usual. Our next HTN issue will be in September.  Save the gas and enjoy our local vactionland this summer….....AWH

Alplaus Fire Department Calls for May 2008
	Incident #
	Date
	Alarm

Time
	Call Type
	Location
	# Fire Fighters
	Fire Fighter Hours

	000104
	30 MAY 2008
	14:45
	Alarm of Fire
	Hetcheltown Road
	11
	7.0

	000103
	29 MAY 2008
	16:40
	Medical Emergency
	Bruce Drive
	6
	2.5

	000102
	28 MAY 2008
	18:58
	Vehicle Accident
	Glenridge Road
	8
	5.5

	000101
	24 MAY 2008
	04:56
	Medical Emergency
	Brookside Place
	7
	4.4

	000100
	19 MAY 2008
	12:10
	Medical Emergency
	St.Jude Lane
	7
	3.5

	000099
	15 MAY 2008
	10:32
	Medical Emergency
	Maple Avenue
	5
	1.9

	000098
	14 MAY 2008
	13:58
	Medical Emergency
	Maple Avenue
	5
	2.5

	000097
	13 MAY 2008
	11:07
	Medical Emergency
	Glenridge Road
	7
	3.9

	000096
	12 MAY 2008
	00:54
	Medical Emergency
	Governor Drive
	9
	8.9

	000095
	07 MAY 2008
	19:52
	Medical Emergency
	St.Jude Lane
	4
	2.9

	000094
	06 MAY 2008
	18:01
	Grass/Brush Fire
	Habel Lane
	12
	8.0

	000093
	05 MAY 2008
	11:26
	Alarm of Fire
	Glenridge Road
	5
	0.8

	000092
	04 MAY 2008
	13:28
	Vehicle Accident
	Van Buren Road
	14
	7.5

	000091
	04 MAY 2008
	13:25
	Medical Emergency
	Van Buren Road
	14
	7.7

	000090
	04 MAY 2008
	13:15
	Other Fire
	Glenridge Road
	14
	11.2


            Mohawk Avenue                                                              Mohawk Avenue
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     Bruce Drive
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IMMANUEL ELECTRIC

Residential ® Commercial

PAUL J. CASELLA (518) 399-4348
Master Electrician Pager (518) 865-9232






   The Ladies Auxiliary





by Vicki Watkins and Margaret Rockwell

We’re had a busy 2008 to date and are looking forward to our summer vacations.  Before we all take a break, however, there are still two great events in the works.  Please mark your calendars for Saturday, June 7th for the Village Wide Flea Market and Garage Sale and Sunday, July 20th for “Paddle For a Cure”.  We hope to see you at these events supporting the Auxiliary, our community and beyond.

   There are several ways that you can participate in the Village Wide Flea Market and Garage Sale: set up at the firehouse to sell your wares either by renting a table for $15 or bringing your own table and renting the space for just $10; put your home garage sale on our village map for just $5; donate items to the Ladies Auxiliary White Elephant Table and of course, come to the firehouse on the 7th for some great sales and delicious home-made food.  If you or anyone you know has an interest in being a vendor please call Vicki at 399-0184 to reserve a spot.  

   Our 3rd annual “Paddle For a Cure” is scheduled for Sunday July 20th.   Please see the separate article in this issue for more details.  

   Best wishes for a wonderful summer. (
__________________________________________ _____________________________________
Paddling for a Cure


by Shawna Thompson

Once again the Alplaus Ladies Auxiliary is doing their part to fight breast cancer.

   If you would like to take part in Paddling for a Cure on July 20, 2008, use this form to register early. There is a free gift to the first 100 paid registrants, so sign up now.  And don’t forget your chance to win the beautiful red kayak you can see in the Post Office.  Raffle Tickets are available at the Post Office or by calling Shawna Thompson at 399-0490. 
   If you don’t want to paddle, please make a donation to someone who is. Together Alplaus can help the American Cancer Society in their fight against breast cancer. 

PADDLE OR PLEDGE…MAKE A DIFFERENCE!

[image: image11.png]



Name__________________________________
Address________________________________
              ________________________________
Phone_________________________________
Alternate Phone_________________________
E-mail_________________________________
Registration is $10, which includes the insurance coverage provided by the American Canoe Association. Checks for registration should be made payable to the Alplaus Ladies Auxiliary and mailed to them at PO Box 43 Alplaus NY 12008.   ACA members' registration is FREE! 

Alplaus Residents Association News







by Bud Watson

Alplaus.org.   With Art and the HTN going on hiatus for the summer, I encourage you to go to Alplaus.org for all of your up-to-the-minute information regarding Alplaus happenings. In order to keep our information fresh, we need your help!  Alplaus.org houses the current issue of the Home Town News and its archives; it also provides ARA updates, a schedule of Alplaus community events, links to important information in our community, and much, much, more! 
   f you are having an event, pictures from one, or have information that you would like get out to the Alplaus community, please send it to Alplaus12008@yahoo.com and we'll post it on the website. In the upcoming weeks “Paddling for a Cure” will have a link to their homepage on Alplaus.org. The page will contain information and forms to download. I encourage all of our event organizers to do the same.     

Yates Farm and Marina Development.  As mentioned on Alplaus.org a few weeks ago, the Yates development was passed. There are still some conditions that need to be addressed such as whether or not to have a traffic light, a round-a-bout, or continue to have a stop sign at the corner of Alplaus Ave and Maple.

   I have spoken with some of our residents in passing about the project and have received mixed emotions. Those in favor see the possibility that their taxes will be lowered. 

   For those who were against, we cannot complain and give into defeat. Rather, we can continue to contact the County (about the intersection) and learn from it.

[image: image12.emf] 

   In the upcoming months (or years) a project that could possibly reshape our hamlet for the worse is the development of marina/industrial park at the end of Mohawk.  Upon the recommendation of Barb Casey, I will ask the ARA on June 4th at the Firehouse to form a subcommittee to explore the impact (positive and negative) of the Marina Development. If you are interested in being involved with this project please contact me at the e-mail address and number given at the end of my article. Also, please refer to Alplaus.org for updates. 

Sewers.  Barb Casey will have more on this subject, but I want to thank Walt and the Carver Construction team for all that they are doing to try and accommodate our residents during this project. The old saying is that, “You can’t please everyone.” That is certainly not the case here.

   If you are walking or driving by give the guys and gals of Carver a wave and thank them for moving so diligently. 

Fourth of July.  Mike Sheppeck will elaborate more on the festivities and any adjustments that need to be made due to the sewers. I do know that he is always looking for help with Fourth of July festivities. He still needs people to help with setting up, work at, and break down the various activities for the week. There is sign-up sheet in the post office, e-mail Alpaus.org, or you can contact Mike Sheppeck if you’d like to help out in some way. Most importantly, please join us. It’s not a lot of work, and it’s a lot of fun to get to know your neighbors better, and it can’t happen without you. 

   If you are unavailable and can’t help, but want to show your support, please feel free to make a monetary contribution to the effort. All donations are welcome and can be sent to ARA, PO Box 185, Alplaus, NY  12008.

   Please join us for all of the activities, and if you’d like to be IN the parade, contact Mike Sheppeck at 399-7115.

Traffic.  I have received numerous emails about traffic concerns (speeding, littering by cars passing by). Since the start of the sewer project, those emails have stopped. As the project progresses and Carver begins to pull out their machinery, the traffic dilemma will most certainly return, especially on Mohawk Ave. I ask that if you have any concerns please email me. It is important to document any occurrences you might encounter. Then we can relay this information to the proper people, and we can rectify the situation.  

Closing Notes.  I hope that you and your families have a wonderful summer. Again, I encourage you all to use www.alplaus.org as your means for neighborhood news and summer information.  All the best!

Bud Watson

399-0476

alplaus12008@yahoo.com 

Sewer Update






by Barb Casey  (bcasey@skidmore.edu or 399-5741)

For recent columns, it's really Tony Germano, Glenville Town Administrator, who has been writing my updates. I send questions to Tony and he sends answers. This month, I asked about the agreement with Clifton Park, concerns about traffic for the village-wide (or should it be hamlet-wide?) garage sale, any news on the construction schedule, and repairs particularly to Bruce Drive once the work there is done. I also passed along the good things I've been hearing about Carver's work ethic and politeness to residents. We did have one issue with school buses not getting through, and I passed that along as well.

   In addition to the news from the town, I've been getting quite a few calls from people looking for contractors to do their connection work, and even one person who was surprised that homeowners had to arrange for and pay for their own connections. Please do talk to your neighbors, both about combining efforts to save money and also to make sure they understand what's happening. At the good suggestion from Stephanie Wolos, the town is preparing a letter that outlines what residents need to do and that should be sent soon. I do have a list of possible contractors. If you're interested in seeing it, please call or e-mail me (addresses at the top of this column).

   If you have any questions or concerns about the sewer project, please feel free to contact me.
   Below is from Tony Germano:

"--We met earlier this week with Clifton Park to review the few outstanding items that need to be resolved before the Sewer Agreement can be singed by both Towns. As a result of the meeting, the draft agreement is being revised for all parties to review. We are all hopeful that both towns will be satisfied with the latest agreed to changes and we can move to have this agreement authorized by each Town Board. We also discussed options on how the SMSI grant will be applied to the overall project. We will continue to meet with Clifton Park and the School to finalize an agreement on how these grant dollars will be used in direct support of this sewer project. We all agree that the priority is to pass on the savings to the users of this system. I will let you know once an agreement is reached.

--We are aware of the annual June 7th village-wide garage sale which will be discussed at next week's status meeting between Carver, Mark Kestner and Rick LeClair. While we are somewhat hesitant to ask the contractor to alter the work schedule, we are confident that some suitable arrangements can be made to ensure the garage sale is not impacted to any great extent. We will let you know what can be done after next week's meeting. By the way, we are all pleased that several residents are complimentary of how Carver is performing. I know that they have done and will continue to do all that they can to minimize inconvenience to Alplaus residents throughout this project.

--With respect to Bruce Drive, the contractor will restore/repair Bruce drive to pre-construction condition.

--Currently, the contractor is excavating and laying pipe moving north on Bruce Drive. They will also begin excavation to lay pipe moving east on Bruce Drive to complete this connection. We expect that work to continue for the next few weeks or so. Work on Mohawk Avenue will continue for the next week or so. All pipe pushes have now been completed under the creek bed. We will receive another bi-weekly update next week that we will pass on to you.

--As I have stated previously we are very pleased with the manner in which Carver is working and the progress of the work. All is on schedule."
Alplaus Avenue
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Snyder Lane

Alplaus Bird Line

    






 by Shawna Thompson
Those brilliant flashes of orange and black seen all around Alplaus lately are the beautiful Baltimore Orioles. They are quick, and frequent the tops of trees, but spying one is always a pleasure. They like sweets, so hanging orange slices from branches may entice them into view. 

   Another beauty is the Ruby Throated Hummingbird. Sandy Busino has been keeping track each year of the date they return. This year it was May 6. If you have a hummingbird feeder you are bound to see these little gems buzzing around. Instead of purchasing nectar mix at the store, try making some. Boil 1 cup water and stir in ¼ cup pure cane sugar. Don't use honey, Splenda, Equal or other sweeteners Fill the feeder when the mixture is cool. It’s not necessary to add red food coloring, especially if your feeder is red, and some experts think the coloring is not good for the hummingbirds in the concentrations they ingest.

   Jessica Evans is just delighted that the Rose Breasted Grosbeaks are visiting her feeder. Muriel Ciancetta shot a nice photograph of a Red-bellied Woodpecker from her window (see photo at right). The far end of Hill Street has been frequented by a huge tom Turkey all spring.               Red-bellied 










    Woodpecker
   Kathy Boyle and her family have enjoyed the beautiful song of the Mockingbird in their yard. These birds haven’t been seen often in the past few years, so it’s nice to have one here.  Contact the bird line all summer at 399-0490 or swanalaka@aol.com and your reports will appear in the September Home Town News.

_________________________________________ _____________________________________
Alplaus United Methodist Church - June Schedule 





by Pastor Carl Shepard
Golf season at last!  It’s a good thing I’m part-time so I’m not even tempted to play on Sunday mornings.  Plenty of time and less crowded weekdays anyway.  Is anyone enjoying the potholes on Alplaus Ave?

   We are excited that we now have enough children to offer informal Sunday School during the worship time.  This will continue over the summer if there is enough interest.  Formal Sunday School curriculum will begin the third Sunday in September at 9:15 am.  Registration forms are available at the church.

   Skye Farm camping brochures and applications are available at the church, also.  Skye Farm is the Methodist summer camp facility in the Adirondacks near Warrensburg.  A variety of theme camps are offered.  Money raised by the Alplaus Residents Association is available for scholarships for any children in the community.  The amount depends on the number of applicants.

   We will participate in a cooperative Vacation Bible School July 7-11 at Faith United Methodist at Brandywine and Eastern.  The theme this year is “Beach Party: Surfin’ through the Scripture.”  Registration forms are available at the church.  Return them to Pastor Carl.  Car pooling can be arranged.

   The Community ecumenical worship at the firehouse pavilion will be on July 6th, the Sunday of the holiday weekend, NOT the weekend before the 4th as has been traditional, I understand.  The sermon title is “GPS.”  Earlier summer worship hours (9:30) start the following week.

Our June 2008 calendar includes:

6/1        Worship at 10:15            sermon topic “Shameful Behavior”

6/7        Community Garage Sale

6/8        Worship at 10:15            sermon topic “God-sightings”

6/10      The final Community Luncheon until fall will be a picnic BBQ.  Starts at noon.  All are welcome.

6/15      Worship at 10:15            sermon topic “Laughing at God”
6/22      Worship at 10:15            sermon topic “Thank You”

6/29      Worship at 10:15            Pastor Carl away.  Lisa Beretz preaching.

." 

 

Parades A-plenty
                         By Mike Sheppeck


Alplaus Fire Department will be parading around for much of the next few months.  We proudly took our spot in the 80th Annual Memorial Day Parade in Scotia last week.  With our own parade a mere ‘30 something’, we can look forward to many more years of our wonderful family tradition.

   Of course, no discussion of parades would be complete without the details of the July Fourth festivities right here in Alplaus.  Remember that the route may change depending on the sewer project; be sure to get to the line-up on time.  Volunteers are always needed, there is a sign-up sheet at the post office, or contact me directly [sheppeck@earthlink.net].  Entry forms should be available at the post office and on the website:  www.alplaus.org 

   The schedule of activities is as follows:


Thursday, July 3rd –  Alplaus Firehouse Pavilion

Firefighter Skills Competition 


6:00 PM – 8:00 PM

Block Party with DJ                 


8:00 PM – 12:00 PM  

Food, drink, conversation, music and friends.

Friday, July 4th –  Alplaus Avenue


Line-Up forms at Glencliff School Road promptly at: 
10:00 AM

The Parade steps off promptly at:



11:00 AM

Sunday, July 6th – Alplaus Firehouse Pavilion 

Ecumenical Community Church Service


10:30 AM

Parade Entry Deadline: Monday June 23rd, 2008

   Just in case these aren’t enough for you, Thomas Corners and Beukendaal Fire Departments are hosting the Hudson-Mohawk Volunteer Firefighters Association Convention, July 10th-12th.  There will be a Mardi Gras parade on Friday night, July 11th and a dress parade on Saturday, July 12th. 
   Our Alplaus Fire Company will be there along with upwards of 100 other fire companies. 
  












Alplaus web address: http://www.alplaus.org


Web input address:  Alplaus12008@yahoo.com
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ATTORNEY AT LAW


GENERAL PRACTICE





 REAL ESTATE


WILLS, TRUSTS & ESTATES      371-6125


CORPORATE LAW                      1745 RT. 9


PERSONAL INJURY               Clifton Park, N.Y.
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