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    On the Hill
Another old-fashion Alplaus winter, way colder than last year and a "once in a decade" ice storm and electricity blackout to boot.  It's been hard on us all, but harder still for the volunteer firemen who answered 59 calls, including three serious structure fire calls in Alplaus last month.  30 of those calls were on the 12th,13th and 14th of December - the days of the ice storm blackout.  Make sure to thank your neighbor, the fireman who answered the alarms and put his (or her) life on the line to protect you and your property.
   Stay warm, be careful on the ice and snow out doors, and be prepared for the next winter storm.  Also, please make sure the nearest fire hydrant is cleared after each storm.

    Happy New Year!……..AWH
Alplaus Fire Department Calls for December 2008
	Incident #
	Date
	Alarm

Time
	Call Type
	Location
	# Fire-Fighters
	Fire-Fighter hours

	02 DEC 2008
	15:40
	000227
	Medical Emergency
	Bruce Drive
	7
	2.9

	03 DEC 2008
	14:55
	000228
	Vehicle Accident
	Glenridge Road
	9
	5.1

	04 DEC 2008
	07:12
	000229
	Mutual Aid Scene
	Lancaster
	5
	3.3

	05 DEC 2008
	11:16
	000230
	Medical Emergency
	Maple Avenue
	7
	1.1

	08 DEC 2008
	07:13
	000231
	Mutual Aid Standby
	Alplaus Avenue
	6
	7.2

	09 DEC 2008
	11:57
	000232
	False Alarm Fire
	Hetcheltown Road
	2
	0.5

	09 DEC 2008
	20:05
	000233
	Medical Emergency
	Mountainwood Drive
	14
	7.5

	09 DEC 2008
	21:09
	000234
	Medical Emergency
	Woodhaven Drive
	12
	1.0

	12 DEC 2008
	00:11
	000235
	Public Service
	Maple Avenue
	10
	4.0

	12 DEC 2008
	00:26
	000237
	Public Service
	Maple Avenue
	10
	16.3

	12 DEC 2008
	01:16
	000236
	Public Service
	St. Jude Lane
	10
	4.8

	12 DEC 2008
	01:54
	000238
	Public Service
	Alplaus Avenue
	11
	3.1

	12 DEC 2008
	02:20
	000239
	Public Service
	Maplewood Avenue
	11
	1.1

	12 DEC 2008
	03:26
	000241
	Public Service
	Hetcheltown Road
	13
	2.6

	12 DEC 2008
	03:56
	000242
	False Alarm Fire
	Hetcheltown Road
	11
	3.5

	12 DEC 2008
	04:01
	000283
	Public Service
	Maple Avenue
	11
	2.6

	12 DEC 2008
	07:45
	000243
	Public Service
	Bath Street
	5
	1.1

	12 DEC 2008
	07:45
	000245
	Public Service
	Acorn Avenue
	5
	0.9

	12 DEC 2008
	07:59
	000240
	Public Service
	Pinewood
	12
	3.6

	12 DEC 2008
	08:04
	000244
	Public Service
	Mohawk Avenue
	5
	0.4

	12 DEC 2008
	08:15
	000284
	Public Service
	Alplaus Avenue
	5
	0.0

	12 DEC 2008
	08:25
	000246
	Public Service
	Butterfield
	5
	2.5

	12 DEC 2008
	09:41
	000247
	Other Fire
	Hetcheltown Road
	9
	4.8

	12 DEC 2008
	11:08
	000248
	Public Service
	Alplaus Avenue
	8
	4.5

	12 DEC 2008
	16:31
	000249
	Public Service
	Hill Street
	9
	8.1

	12 DEC 2008
	17:01
	000250
	Public Service
	Glenridge Road
	9
	4.8

	12 DEC 2008
	17:25
	000251
	Public Service
	First Street
	10
	6.3

	12 DEC 2008
	18:50
	000252
	Public Service
	Alplaus Avenue
	8
	7.3

	13 DEC 2008
	09:44
	000253
	Public Service
	Elmwood Drive
	10
	2.7

	13 DEC 2008
	16:08
	000255
	Public Service
	St. Jude Lane
	11
	3.1

	13 DEC 2008
	16:15
	000254
	Public Service
	Alplaus Avenue
	12
	24.0

	13 DEC 2008
	18:24
	000256
	Structure
	Bruce Drive
	15
	29.0

	13 DEC 2008
	19:35
	000258
	Structure
	Brookside Drive
	16
	67.7

	13 DEC 2008
	20:04
	000257
	Medical Emergency
	Hetcheltown Road
	13
	6.7

	13 DEC 2008
	21:17
	000259
	Public Service
	Hill Street
	15
	4.8

	14 DEC 2008
	00:37
	000260
	Mutual Aid Standby
	Cherry Lane
	16
	18.9

	14 DEC 2008
	08:29
	000262
	Public Service
	Maplewood Drive
	3
	3.5

	14 DEC 2008
	10:07
	000261
	Structure
	Brookside Drive
	12
	20.2

	14 DEC 2008
	18:51
	000263
	Public Service
	Maplewood Drive
	5
	4.8

	14 DEC 2008
	20:01
	000264
	Mutual Aid Standby
	Saratoga Road
	7
	3.5

	15 DEC 2008
	09:57
	000265
	Medical Emergency
	Hill Street
	3
	2.1

	15 DEC 2008
	11:36
	000266
	Public Service
	Maplewood Drive
	7
	3.5

	17 DEC 2008
	09:22
	000267
	Vehicle Accident
	Glenridge Road
	6
	2.3

	17 DEC 2008
	12:54
	000268
	Mutual Aid Scene
	Garnsey Road
	9
	8.9

	19 DEC 2008
	17:45
	000269
	Mutual Aid Scene
	Sarnowski Drive
	12
	8.4

	19 DEC 2008
	18:20
	000270
	Vehicle Accident
	Maple Avenue
	12
	2.6

	21 DEC 2008
	00:24
	000271
	Medical Emergency
	Hetcheltown Road
	4
	2.3

	21 DEC 2008
	04:40
	000272
	Other Emergency
	Acorn Drive
	6
	8.6

	23 DEC 2008
	03:46
	000273
	Alarm of Fire
	Glenridge Road
	5
	4.8

	25 DEC 2008
	08:39
	000274
	Smoke Condition
	Glenridge Road
	13
	16.3

	25 DEC 2008
	09:13
	000275
	Medical Emergency
	Redwood Drive
	13
	4.3

	25 DEC 2008
	12:31
	000276
	False Alarm Fire
	Glenridge Road
	9
	1.4

	25 DEC 2008
	13:00
	000277
	Mutual Aid Scene
	Saratoga Road
	12
	2.0

	25 DEC 2008
	22:19
	000278
	Medical Emergency
	Acorn Drive
	6
	3.3

	26 DEC 2008
	10:31
	000285
	Other Fire
	Glenridge Road
	9
	4.5

	26 DEC 2008
	10:41
	000279
	Medical Emergency
	Glenridge Road
	9
	3.9

	26 DEC 2008
	15:23
	000280
	Mutual Aid Scene
	Saratoga Road
	7
	0.7

	29 DEC 2008
	13:29
	000281
	Mutual Aid Scene
	Nott Road
	7
	0.8

	30 DEC 2008
	01:58
	000282
	Other Emergency
	Maple Avenue
	3
	1.7

	31 DEC 2008
	19:38
	000286
	Other Emergency
	St Anthony Lane
	7
	4.4


______________________________________________________________         ____ _____________
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Alplaus Fire Department News

2008 Year in Review
By Mike Sheppeck
The trend line for call volume continued [slightly] on an upward slope in 2008 with a total of 286 calls for the year, surpassing the previous record [2007] by one call.  Many of our neighboring mutual aid departments posted record numbers again this year as well.  Here in Alplaus, the December ice storm generated 34 logged calls over four days, including countless trees and wires down, dozens of pump-outs, and two structure fires less than an hour apart.  Both fires were a result of attempts to maintain heat or electricity during the outage.  In the Thomas Corners fire district two residents perished due to carbon monoxide from a generator.  Please remember to use safe practices whenever you utilize a generator, and always treat every downed wire as though it were live.


We track calls in two broad categories. Fire calls are comprised of all fires [including mutual aid], whether actual or false alarms, as well as downed wires, pump-outs, and smoke or other hazardous conditions.  Medical calls, search & rescue, motor vehicle accidents, and calls involving the air boat all fall into the second grouping.  This year, thanks largely to the ice storm, total fire calls surpassed medical calls slightly [51.5% vs. 48.5%].  These responses, in addition to drills, training, meetings, parade & wake details, and all other Fire Department activities totaled over 4,750 firefighter hours in service to the residents of the district, up about 100 hours over last year.


The dedication and selflessness of your firefighters cannot be overstated, you should be proud of their efforts on your behalf.  Better yet, consider joining the department.  As you can see, the workload will continue to grow and with it the need for new firefighters and EMTs.  There is nothing more rewarding than helping others in their time of need.

______________________________________________________________          _________________
                                             Garage Fire on Bruce Drive
                                                                                                                by Art Harris
Fred Stewart's garage caught on fire about 6:15 pm Saturday, December 13, 2008 during the power shortage following the ice storm.  The fire department's quick response and knock down of the blaze saved the structure with minimal damage and none to his home. 

   Fred says:  "The Firemen did a terrific job saving the garage and its contents."
Ladies Auxiliary




by Jill Batson

Happy New Year to all!

   Our Holiday cookie sale held on December 6th was once again a great success! Thanks to all of you who have supported us thru the years for this festive event. We hope you enjoyed our home-made treats. We delivered an assortment of goodies to several of our neighbors in need of some holiday cheer.

   A big “Thank you” to Kim Sheely for giving our hamlet a festive look again this year with beautiful wreaths on our street signs; Good job, Kim!

   We’ll begin 2009 with our annual post-holiday party on Wednesday January 15th at the Edison Club, an evening all can relax and enjoy.

   Mark your calendars for the Auxiliary’s 4th ANNUAL CHILI CHALLENGE on Friday, January 23rd at the Firehouse from 5:30 to 7:30 pm.  We are looking for cooks to enter their favorite chili recipes (details and an entry form are elsewhere in this issue and available at the Alplaus Post Office) AND for hungry neighbors and friends who are looking to take the edge off the January chill, to enjoy good food, and to vote for their favorite chili.  Donations of $5 for adults and $3 for children under 12 are greatly appreciated

   We are beginning to plan our 40th anniversary celebration. What a great time to join the Auxiliary. If you would like more information please call Margaret @ 399-7682, we are always looking for new members

________________________________________________________________________________
Sewer Tax Bill
Just wanted to update you on the tax bills we will all receive in January.  Look for a bill of about $725.  I know it's a difficult year for many financially, and I hope that with the addition of Clifton Park properties next year, our tax bills the following year will be lower.  I'll be meeting with the town to review the expenses and income for the project (with a few others--let me know if you'd like to attend as well) to make sure that everything's as it should be.

   Cliff Hayes also let me know that Green Mountain Pipeline Services installed a liner in the 70 year old 8" gravity fed sewer line on First Street and Butterfield Avenue, completed week of December 22.
   This from Tony Germano:  For the 2009 tax year, the debt, O/M and user fees will total $904.  Your sewer tax bill will total approximately $725 for both debt and O/M.  The actual user fees for those hooked up will be billed separately in the May/June timeframe as usual.  We will proceed to have the 2009 budget amended by the Town Board and the County to reflect the $725 tax levy.     

   Happy New Year to everyone, Barb Casey
________________________________________________________________________________
Alplaus Bird Line
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by Shawna Thompson
Happy New Year to all of you, including the birds of Alplaus.  That includes a large flock of Robins and a group of Bluebirds that have once again decided to brave the winter here instead of migrating south. With the recent snow and ice storms, that may not have been such a good idea. 

[image: image9.wmf]     All our feathered friends find this cold snowy weather tough, even the winter regulars. Suet, peanut butter and sunflower seed are all good sources of fat, which the birds need to keep warm. Water also becomes a problem in this weather, so putting a pan of warm water out frequently during the day will keep some available that isn’t frozen. If you really want to break your budget and keep the birds happy, invest in freeze dried mealworms. It’s almost $6 for a few ounces, but full of protein. The Carolina wrens and Bluebirds especially appreciate them, if they find where you put them. Most insect-eating birds do not go to a seed feeder, but will find the mealworms if you put them on the ground under a bush the birds frequent. 

     Many of you may have noticed the spot in the paper about DEC conducting Turkey surveys. If you see a turkey, or a flock, DEC has asked you call and report it to Conservation Officer Karl Parker. Unfortunately, the newspaper got thrown out before I wrote down the number, but the main number for DEC {402-8545} should be able to connect you with him. After you report it to them, call the Bird Line at 399-0490 and let us know too! 

ARA News 
Tree Lighting.  We had a great event this year at the firehouse!  Santa’s arrival by fire truck, the magical lighting of the tree, cookies from the Ladies Auxiliary, gingerbread cookie decorating and entertainment by Gray Watkins, Karen and Andy Gilpin, – who could ask for more! 

Thanks to all who donated their time and their money for such a fantastic night for the children of Alplaus.  I know my family enjoyed it.  We had a great turnout – more than I can remember in my short time in Alplaus.  If you missed this year – plan on coming next year. 

Taylor Fire:  On Saturday December 13th, a fire ripped through Dave and Christine’s Taylor Brookside home and gutted it.  All family members and animals were not at home at the time and were never in danger; however, all materials and family keepsakes inside the house as well as one car outside were destroyed.  
They are currently living in Saratoga, and Dave has set up a blog about what the family is going through: http://www.taylordsoftware.com/.  If you would like to help out, they have set up a wish list on www.myregistry.com - (type in "David Taylor").  Our best wishes go out to the Taylors.

ARA Board Volunteers.  With the start of the New Year, it is time to start thinking of the ARA Board for next year.  We hold our annual meeting in March, with the new Board members starting in April.  Serving on this Board is a great way to get to know your neighbors better while making an impact in the community.  It is generally fun, with a controversial issue or two sprinkled in every now and then.  Some positions are elected, while others are appointed by the President of the Board.  Volunteers are rarely, if ever turned away because the Board is too large. 

   The time commitment is minimal with about 4 -5 meetings per year and some minor volunteer work at some of our annual events.  Each year we help coordinate the 4th of July festivities, the Alplaus Runaround, and the Christmas Tree Lighting. There are always veteran Board members to give advice and to advise on tradition – so don’t worry about being a rookie.  We typically have a nominating committee that combs the neighborhood looking for people who want to be more active in the community.  Until that committee is formed, feel free to contact me at any time if you are interested in serving.  We always welcome new people and new ideas.  
ARA Board Meeting.  On January 14, the Board will be meeting. If you have a topic that might need to be discussed please contact us at alplaus12008@yahoo.com, and we will add that topic to the agenda. Residents are also invited to come speak at the meetings. 

Alplaus.org: The people have spoken and Alplaus.org is up and running…for now. More to come next month.

Closing Notes:
That’s all for now; I hope that your holidays were pleasant ones, and the New Year brings you, and your family, much joy. 

      Bud Watson, ARA President

     399-0746   Alplaus12008@yahoo.com
______________________________________________________________          _____________
Samuel's Coffee Talk



by Cherie Vedder

 

Due to the great recession, Samuel’s will be open on Friday & Saturday evenings only from 5-10pm featuring live music. Everyone is welcome & remember that Open Mic is the last Saturday of every month. This change is effective 1.12.09.

See you at Samuel’s,

The Staff

​​​​

FROM THE ARCHIVES



By Cliff Hayes

The History of the Alplaus School Flagpole

While passing the old schoolhouse on the hill (now a 5-unit apartment building) at the west end of Alplaus Avenue, the flagpole structure, which still exists after 85 years, has a little bit of history.  A metallic pole has replaced the 63 foot pine pole, but the support stanchions remain.

Below is a part of a newspaper article & a picture on the dedication of the flagpole by the Campfire girls who later became the Girl Scouts of Alplaus.
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Excerpt from the Schenectady Union-Star newspaper July 6, 1923:
Alplaus Dedicates Fine New Flag Pole

The new flagpole erected by the Alplaus school district at the schoolhouse was used for the first time July 4, when a new flag, 8X12, presented by the Home and School Association, was unfurled.

      The Wakendenda Camp Fire Girls, Mrs. G. H. Shilling, guardian, conducted the flag raising exercises.  Marching from the schoolhouse in single file and in full ceremonial gowns and beads, the girls proceeded to form a half circle at the base of the pole. Major Wheeler is an officer of the engineers reserve corps, and like all the other participants in the program, a resident of Alplaus.  In his address he spoke of this as being an occasion of pride and thanksgiving.  In discussing the subject of the war the speaker told of the value of a sufficient preparation for the defense as a preventative for the war, and also emphasized the necessity of the changing of the men’s hearts and the destruction of envy and greed as the surest preventative. The story of the flag and suggestions for its reverence and use were given.

At noontime a basket lunch was eaten in the schoolhouse. Coffee and lemonade was served by the Home and School Association.  Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Fahey, Mr. and Mrs. Henry Husted and Mrs. G. L. Dingley were the committee in charge.

The officers of the Home and School Association are Mrs. R. H. Rogers, president; Mrs. G. L. Dingley, vice president; Mrs. F. T. Coldwell, secretary, and Mrs. F. Spoonogle, treasurer.

The new flagpole is made of a sixty-three foot pine tree given to the district by John R. McLane of Rexford, the trustee of the Rexford school district.  It is surmounted by a gilded ball six inches in diameter.  The pole is sustained by two steel uprights, twelve feet long with half of their length in concrete.  The pole itself is located in the lawn in the front of the school, as plotted by R. N. Ramsay, landscape gardener of the General Electric Company.  J. H. Gurry is trustee of the Alplaus school property, and R. H. Rogers is chairman of the grounds committee.
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4th Annual 
CHILI CHALLENGE
CALLING ALL CHILI COOKS
Come join us for a Night of Fun 
and Good Eating
SPONSORED BY THE LADIES AUXILIARY
OF THE ALPLAUS FIRE COMPANY

FRIDAY, JANUARY 23, 2009
AT THE ALPLAUS FIRE HOUSE
5:30 - 7:30 PM
 ******************************************************
ENTRY FORM
Name_________________________________________________
Address_______________________________________________

Phone Number_________________________________________

*FILL OUT THIS ENTRY FORM AND RETURN IT BY
 MONDAY, JANUARY 12, 2009 TO: 
*THE ALPLAUS LADIES AUXILIARY, P.O.  BOX 43, ALPLAUS, NY 12008

 *PLEASE ENCLOSE A $5 ENTRY FEE (Payable to the Ladies Auxiliary AFD)

(THIS FEE WILL BE RETURNED TO YOU AT THE CHILI COMPETITION)
*MAKE A LARGE CROCK POT OF YOUR FAVORITE CHILI
*BRING YOUR OWN CONDIMENTS FOR YOUR CHILI 
(CHEESE, CHILIS, SOUR CREAM,………)
*CALL MARGARET ROCKWELL, 399-7682, WITH ANY QUESTIONS
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Alplaus web address: http://www.alplaus.org


Web input address:  Alplaus12008@yahoo.com
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                                     PO Box 57


                                     Alplaus, NY 12008
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