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Happy Haunting

and
Trick or Treating

Alplaus Post Office
[image: image3.wmf]We are hardly into October and already the holiday catalogs are coming in. The season seems to get earlier each year. The holiday stamps will start arriving in mid-October. The designs are really lovely this year and they are posted up for you to see in the lobby.

    I have been getting a lot of phone calls and questions about Post Office closings. The Alplaus Post Office is not on any of the lists. Our revenue remains stable and we are operating at a profit. So for the present time all is well. So keep mailing those packages and purchasing your stamps from the Alplaus Post Office. 

   Remember:  If any of you have/know of a business that uses a large volume of stamps, I will deliver.

   Enjoy the vibrant colors of fall,

     Kathy
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On the Hill  
What happened to September? - It came and went so fast and I did not get half the things done I had set out to do.  Ah well, there will be Indian Summer days ahead to catch up.  (I hope!)

I see stacks of familiar green pipe in the Rivercrest area  - the connection of more customers for our expanded Alplaus sewer district is happening.  Isn't it great when a plan works out as advertised?  We get more people to share the cost of the common pipes, pumps, etc. and everyone gets a reduced bill.  Hopefully this will also clean up the Mohawk River just a bit more.
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Alplaus Fire Department Calls for August 2009
	Incident #
	Date
	Alarm

Time
	Call Type
	Location
	# Fire Fighters
	Fire Fighter Hours

	000231
	30 SEP 2009
	22:19
	Vehicle Accident
	Maple Avenue
	7
	5.3

	000230
	29 SEP 2009
	19:04
	Air Boat Search & Rescue
	Mohawk River
	8
	1.2

	000229
	28 SEP 2009
	23:01
	Medical Emergency
	Glenridge Road
	2
	1.2

	000228
	28 SEP 2009
	08:45
	Mutual Aid Scene
	Rosemary Drive
	7
	1.4

	000227
	27 SEP 2009
	13:35
	Alarm of Fire
	Hetcheltown Road
	5
	1.3

	000226
	27 SEP 2009
	02:07
	Medical Emergency
	Hetcheltown Road
	3
	1.3

	000225
	26 SEP 2009
	08:27
	Medical Emergency
	Woodcrest Drive
	8
	6.1

	000224
	24 SEP 2009
	13:56
	Grass/Brush Fire
	Alplaus Avenue
	9
	3.0

	000223
	24 SEP 2009
	10:56
	Medical Emergency
	Glenridge Road
	6
	3.7

	000222
	22 SEP 2009
	07:02
	Mutual Aid Scene
	Reserve Court
	7
	5.0

	000221
	19 SEP 2009
	14:33
	Medical Emergency
	Alplaus Avenue
	3
	1.3

	000220
	18 SEP 2009
	04:07
	Alarm of Fire
	Glenridge Road
	9
	1.1

	000219
	17 SEP 2009
	15:00
	Alarm of Fire
	Glenridge Road
	6
	2.0

	000218
	17 SEP 2009
	09:25
	False Alarm Fire
	Glenridge Road
	5
	2.3

	000217
	16 SEP 2009
	15:17
	Mutual Aid Scene
	Van Buren Road
	9
	5.7

	000216
	14 SEP 2009
	01:36
	Mutual Aid Scene
	Saratoga Road
	5
	3.1

	000215
	08 SEP 2009
	10:07
	Mutual Aid Scene
	Airport Road
	9
	25.1

	000214
	05 SEP 2009
	17:30
	Mutual Aid Scene
	Droms Road
	6
	2.7

	000213
	05 SEP 2009
	14:51
	Mutual Aid Scene
	Birch Lane
	4
	0.6

	000212
	04 SEP 2009
	07:47
	Alarm of Fire
	Glenridge Road
	4
	2.9

	000211
	03 SEP 2009
	14:38
	Mutual Aid Scene
	Lilac Lane
	3
	0.5

	000210
	01 SEP 2009
	23:11
	Medical Emergency
	Glenridge Road
	2
	0.7

	000209
	01 SEP 2009
	17:53
	Mutual Aid Scene
	Saratoga Road
	4
	0.8


Public Hearing on AFD 2010 Budget

Remember the Glenville Fire District #2 Public Hearing on the 2010 Budget at the Alplaus Fire Station 7 PM Tuesday, October 20th.
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Alplaus Fire Department News
                                       by Mike Sheppeck
In conjunction with National Fire Prevention Week [October 4-10], the Alplaus Volunteer Fire Company will be hosting its Open House on Tuesday, October 6th, from 7-9 pm.  Cooking [often unattended] is the leading cause of residential structure fires and injuries.  The theme for the week is:  "Stay Fire Smart! Don’t Get Burned!"  We here in Alplaus are all too aware of the manner in which fire has touched our community over the last few years, so let's all be safe out there.

   Firefighters will be in your neighborhoods on Friday the 9th and/or Saturday the 10th to distribute materials for the Annual Fund Drive, proceeds of which [among other things] help to underwrite the cost of this newsletter and the many Fire Company sponsored events including the Fourth of July Parade.

   The Alplaus Run-Around will be held on October 31st, with the first race beginning at 10 am.  The Fire Company Halloween Party and Parade for the kids is also on Saturday the 31st, at 1 pm.  Hope to see many of you at many of these events.

   Although we expected to hear by now, thus far there has been no word on our Fire Station Construction Grant application under the American Recovery & Reinvestment Act for funding to allow for the rehabilitation and construction of a firehouse capable of meeting the demands of today’s fire service.  No news is good news, but the competition is fierce for the limited pool of available dollars.  Keep your fingers crossed.

   In other news, there is a vacancy on the Board of Fire Commissioners.  There are five commissioners, each with a five-year term, which are staggered so that normally one commissioner faces re-election each year.  With this vacancy, it is possible to appoint someone into the post for the remainder of the year; however, that individual would still need to go before the voters in the December election.  It cannot be stressed too strongly how important a complete five member Board is to the ability to make sound and timely decisions.  Anyone interested in running in December must submit a signed petition, due in November, in order to be on the ballot.  Time is short; please contact Mike Sheppeck at 701-9245 for details.
______________________________________________________________________________
The Alplaus Ladies Auxiliary



by Jill Batson


We resumed our monthly meetings on September 28th with a covered dish dinner. It was nice to see everybody after a well deserved summer break. After we reviewed our events from the previous year, we jumped right in to planning for this year. Check back for details!
   We had the pleasure to view the quilt that the Alplaus Ladies Auxiliary made in 1976. Emma Spiedel and other past and present members spent many hours making this beautiful remembrance of our hamlet, if you would like to see it please contact the Auxiliary.
   We are pleased to announce that we raised over $16,000 for breast cancer at the “Paddling for a Cure” Thank you to all that have supported us in this very important event! Some of the Auxiliary members will be walking in Albany's Washington Park on 10/18 for “Making strides in Breast Cancer”. All are welcome to join. Please contact Tracie @ 399-0587 for more information.
   We are sad to report that Kathleen Sheppeck has decided to step down from the Auxiliary this year due to other community related commitments. I would like to personally thank Kathleen for all of her dedication and time to this organization, I am sure I share these feelings with the rest of the members and she well be greatly missed. Good luck to her in her future endeavors.

   The Auxiliary is open to anybody living in the district and we are always looking for new faces with new ideas to continue to make this community a wonderful place to live. We meet the 4th Monday of the month from September to May. Please consider stopping by any Monday and see what we are all about. If you have any questions please contact Margaret @ 399-7682.
Glenville Candidate Forum
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by Ruth Bonn, LWV member 

The League of Women Voters will hold a forum for candidates for Glenville town offices on Monday evening, October 19th at the Town Hall on Glenridge Road, 7 to 9 PM There will be an opportunity to ask questions of the candidates.

    Karen Bradley (also of Glenville) is in charge of organizing the forum.  She can be reached at 372-9135 and I can be reached at 384-0804 if you have any questions about the forum.

    We appreciate this opportunity to publicize this event in the Home Town News and hope to get a good turnout from Alplaus!                              (ED. note: see ARA News on page 5 for more on this event.)
______________________________________________________________________________
Alplaus Bird Line:  October 2009
 



by Shawna Thompson
Some of the hardest birds to identify are from the Warbler family. These small birds tend to spend their time high in leafy branches so they are hard to spot. Once you see them, different species can look very similar. To make things harder, they often have completely different plumage in spring and fall, and the females can look very different from the males. So for every warbler species, you need to be able to identify four different plumages. That’s why birders either love them or hate them.

   Today I went through the Warbler ID process. It took lots of effort, but I can confidently say it was a female Common Yellowthroat. At only 4 ½ inches or so these tiny olive-colored birds are very inconspicuous and prefer to skulk in the grass and weeds on the ground. Males have an unmistakable mask of black and white and aren’t usually confused with other birds. This is a new species for the Bird Line! 

   Stephanie Wolos has been enjoying the birds at her feeder. She hasn’t seen anything unusual, but noted they all look so bright and beautiful. The red patches on the woodpeckers really stand out on these gray, cloudy days.

   My young friend Eiry has the sharpest eyes in Alplaus. She found half an eggshell on the ground last week. It made her wonder what bird might be laying eggs at this time of year? Maybe it is a left-over from the spring that recently got blown from its hiding place. Then again, it could be from a Mourning Dove. These birds will breed any time of year if the weather is favorable and the food supply is adequate. Or there could be some other explanation. If you have any ideas, call the Bird Line at 399-0490 or e-mail me at swanalaka@aol.com

______________________________________________________________________________
AFD Explorer Post 885







by Kathleen Sheppeck, Assistant Chief

The Alplaus Fire Company's Explorer Post 885 will be holding an informational meeting for perspective new members on Monday, October 19th at 7 PM at the firehouse.  Fire Service Exploring provides an opportunity for boys and girls who are at least 14 years of age and have completed 8th grade to work side by side with their local firefighters in hands on and classroom training and in service to their community.  

   In addition to introducing them to emergency services, Exploring is a great chance to meet new people and make new friends, to feel a sense of belonging, to gain leadership skills, boost self esteem and learn the importance of service and volunteerism.

  We have an exciting year planned and we look forward to meeting anyone interested in joining us.  If you have any questions, you may reach me at (518) 701-9246.  I hope to see you on October 19th.

Alplaus Residents Association News





by Andy Gilpin, President, ARA

Alplaus Run-Around.  Fall is a great time of year in our little village.  With the weather changing, the days are getting a little shorter, and the leaves are starting to change; Alplaus is a really beautiful place to live this time of year.   One of the great things that take place every year is the Annual Alplaus Run-Around, which include a 1 mile Fun Run and a 5K race.  This great community event is held every year at the Fire House and this year it will be October 31 starting at 10 AM.  Everyone is welcome and it is a great time to come out to meet and reconnect with your neighbors and friends.  
Volunteers needed.  We will need help on the day of the Race.  If you are willing to help, please contact Andy Gilpin at 518-366-2675 or e-mail gilp18@hotmail.com.  
Halloween Party.  The Annual Alplaus Fire Department Halloween Party will be on the same day and will start at 1 PM.  You can check the Alplaus website, www.alplaus.org, and the post office for more information.

Town and County Candidate Night.  On a different note, the Alplaus Residents Association Board has been in contact with the Woodhaven Homeowner’s Association about hosting a debate for the Town of Glenville candidates.  After talking with the League of Women Voters it was evident that the candidate forum they are hosting on Monday, October 19, from 7-9 PM at Glenville Town Hall would be our best opportunity for involvement.  The ARA Board and Woodhaven Homeowner’s Association have pledged their support to the forum and offered to spread the word.  
   We have also discussed developing a list of questions to submit to the League of Women Voters to be reviewed and then added to their list of questions.  If anyone would like to submit a question(s) to this list please e-mail your questions to me and I will do my best to compile them into a condensed version to be submitted to the League.
   Please attempt to submit all questions to me by October 13th.   I cannot guarantee that each question will make it to the floor at the forum, but the more questions that are pertinent to Alplaus, the better the coverage of issues that are important to us.  Further, please spread the word to your neighbors and try to put the date, (October 19, 7-9 PM) on your calendar.

   The candidates have received their letters of invitation in the mail.  The County Legislature Candidates will be in the first half of the program, and the Town Candidates in the second half.

    The traditional League format has the candidates able to make a two minute opening statement and a two minute closing statement.  League volunteers will hand out 3x5 cards to the audience where they can write a question. The cards are collected and reviewed by the League volunteers to avoid redundancy and to be sure that the questions can be asked of all candidates and not targeted towards one person. 

    Many of the League forums have been taped in the past by Channel 16 and shown on public access.  We have made an inquiry to the station as to cost and ability to do it on the scheduled dates.  Not all areas of the Town of Glenville can view Channel 16 I believe.  If the League agrees to have them taped at a cost that is reasonable, it is possible to have them available at the library to be borrowed.”
 ARA Board of Directors Service Opportunities.   Finally, I wanted to extend to anyone in the community who is interested in serving with the Alplaus Residents Association Board.  The Board is still looking for interested people who would like to help and support the community of Alplaus.  The Board meets approximately 7 times a year and the time demand for serving on the Board isn’t too much.  Thank you ahead of time for your support and volunteerism.  If you’re interested please email me at gilp18@hotmail.com.
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Notes from the Only Church in Alplaus

Wow!  It seems like it was only a few weeks ago that I was writing for the September HTN.  Wait, that’s because it WAS only a few weeks ago. 

Fall is such a bittersweet time.  Living in an area with many deciduous trees and cold nights means we have the privilege of observing nature in all its glorious colors.  And I, for one, never miss the sweltering days of summer; I’m much more comfortable with fall and spring temperatures.  Fall is also harvest time and we enjoy the bounteous supply of apples and squashes.  I make even more trips over to Riverview Orchards for pies and Lakeside Farms for vegetables.  I’m thankful God has placed me in an area with changeable seasons!

But fall also means the approach of winter.  Mowing the lawn one last time, raking leaves, making sure the snow blower is ready to go, putting the kayak away for the winter.  I feel I should be as busy as the squirrels gathering nuts in my yard, as the wedges of geese flying overhead.


On a more personal note, work has begun to connect the Glencliff School to the Alplaus sewer system by running their line through the Rivercrest sewer district lines.  The street has been marked for digging the trench and it appears that access to Rivercrest may be very limited for some time.  I’ll have to time my comings and goings from the church parsonage very carefully.


We’re still working on some fall activities at the church, but the one we know is going to happen is a fall festival for the children of the community.  The date and time:  Saturday, October 24, starting at 1:00 pm.  Activities will include pumpkin painting, games (witches brew, dunking for apples, mummy wrap, candy corn relay, balloon stomp), snacks, face painting, a goodie bag to take home, and prizes for the competitions.


The church is concerned with providing a meeting place for the community.  We currently host Boy and Cub scouts, a bridge group, a community luncheon, and the Thursday knitting ladies.  Our hall is available for small group meetings such as the arts and crafts group who held a party there recently.  Families have held gatherings at the church.  Use of the building is free for community activities.  There may be a small charge to cover utility costs for private groups.  Contact the church or Pastor Carl to arrange to use the facility.  We can also advertise community events through our Sunday bulletins and the church newsletter.


Finally, we pray that you may feel blessed as the autumn progresses.

Blessings,  [image: image1.jpg]
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