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Don't forget Paddling for a Cure on Sunday July 18th on the Mohawk River 

and 

the Kayak Raffle. 
 (See Pages 2 and 4 for more details)
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Father's Day 
June 20

What Is As Rare as a Day in June?!
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On the Hill
Summer in Alplaus is a wonderful place - vacations, summer barbeques, boating, fishing, family functions, Fourth of July celebrations and all the other fun in the sun things to do.  Honor your Dad on Father's Day, June 20th and remember the blessings of living under the red, white and blue on Flag Day, June 21st.
   Enjoy these rare days of June and all the outdoor fun of the summer season.  The Home Town News takes a two month break over July and August and will resume publication in September. …AWH
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Help Beat Cancer with a Paddle!





by Shawna Thompson
The Alplaus Ladies Auxiliary is busy with the final touches for this year's Paddling for a Cure to be held on July 18th.  Registration forms are available at the Post Office or on line at www.Alplaus.org. Once again we are offering fabulous prizes for those that collect the most money, so start asking for pledges now.

   We got a wonderful idea from Beth, better known as The Lady on the Bridge, who is there every year waving and cheering from the Rexford Bridge. She is unable to paddle herself but became a “Virtual Paddler” and is collecting pledges from family and friends. If you want to support this event and help beat breast cancer, but you aren’t a paddler, consider joining Beth as a virtual paddler and gather pledges. You will be eligible for any prizes awarded to the actual paddlers, and if you collect over $500 (as a real paddler or virtual) you will get a free tshirt! 

[image: image9.wmf]   The beautiful Hurricane Santee Kayak is in the Post office, so stop by to get your raffle tickets. While you are there, check out the special gift baskets that are also being raffled off and buy a chance to win a Wine Basket (must be over 21), Gardening Basket, Tool Basket or Beauty basket. The Dorie Lama outdid herself again and made a set of Calendar Quilts that have to be seen to be appreciated, and you can win those too.

   We still need some volunteers for the day of the event, especially the ever-popular kayak toters. These folks help paddlers carry their kayaks to the water and launch them, and carry kayaks back to the lawn afterward. If you know of a Boy or Girl Scout troop, a school group or any bunch of people who want to do some community service, this is a great chance to fill the requirement! If you want to help, call Kathy 399-0421 or Shawna 399-0490.

   The Survivor Pontoon Boat will be sailing along the course again, and any breast cancer survivors are welcome to join the ride. Space is limited, so sign up now by calling Kathy or Shawna.

   Mid-June is when our beloved Flamingos will return to Alplaus. Get your insurance now if you don’t want them on your lawn and think of who you would like to send them to. These hard-working flyers are prepared to raise more money than last year ($2,985) so they will gladly visit anyone within a 10-mile radius. Call Shawna or Kathy to arrange a Flocking.

   We hope this year’s Paddling for a Cure will be the biggest and best ever! Paddle, Pledge or Volunteer – there are many ways you can be part of this event to Beat Cancer with a Paddle! 
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Alplaus Fire Department News




by Mike Sheppeck
On Monday, June 7th, Alplaus Fire Department held its Annual Inspection that included a review of the apparatus and equipment, followed by a short business meeting culminating in the Old Timers Night dinner.  This dinner is our opportunity to recognize and honor the dedicated service by the membership that has carried the AFD through 80 years and counting.  The Ladies Auxiliary treated us to their culinary masterpieces.
    The schedule for the Fourth of July festivities appears below; there is still time to get in your entry if you have an idea for the parade.  See page 7 for an entry form or pick one up at the Alplaus Post Office.
Schedule of Fourth of July Events in Alplaus:
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Sunday, June 27th – Alplaus Firehouse Pavilion 

Ecumenical Community Church Service


10:30 AM

Saturday, July 3rd – Alplaus Firehouse Pavilion


Kid's Carnival (See details below.)                       3 - 5 PM
Firefighter Skills Competition 


6 - 8 PM
Block Party with DJ                 


8 - 12 PM  

Food, drink, conversation, music, and friends

Sunday, July 4th – Alplaus Avenue


Line-Up forms at Glencliff School Road promptly at: 
10 AM

The Parade steps off promptly at:


11 AM

Kid’s Carnival


by Mary Breslin

[image: image12.wmf]
As part of the Independence Day activities, the Alplaus Resident Association will be hosting a Kid’s Carnival. Join us, Saturday, July 3rd  from 3-5 PM for games, prizes, crafts and ice cream sundaes. All children up to age 10 are invited to an afternoon of fun and festivities. Please remember, all children should be accompanied by an adult. 

   We still need volunteers!!!! If you are interested in helping out with set-up, clean-up, organizing games or craft activities, we’d love to have you! This is also a great opportunity for teenagers to volunteer – with all those children around, you might be able to pick up a new babysitting job! If you’re interested, please contact Mary Breslin at mbreslin002@nycap.rr.com, or 399-0354. Thank you. 

Alplaus Ladies Auxiliary




by Jill Batson

We had our last meeting on May 24th with a lovely covered dish dinner and we all made a beautiful flower arrangement to take home (Thank you Kim). Even though our meetings have ended for the summer, we have a lot of work ahead of us.

   The Garage Sale and Flea Market will be held June 5th, this is a great opportunity to get out and walk around, buy some slightly used items and stop in for a snack or lunch at the cook shack! The Old Timers Dinner is right around the corner on June 7th.   
   The Paddling for a Cure event for the fight against breast cancer will be held on the Mohawk River on July 18th this year.  If you would like to take part in this event please contact Kathy @ 399-0421 or Shawna @ 399-0490. (Details at the post office also.) We are always looking for new people to kayak or just help out for a good cause. Every little bit helps to fight against breast cancer. 

   Thank you to Gary Withey for his assistance in hanging the flags again this year through our village, they really look great and he was able to get them up before Memorial Day!

   We would like to thank all of our neighbors and friends for supporting us in all of our events; we couldn’t do what we do without you! On that same note if you are interested in joining us in the Auxiliary please call Margaret @ 399-7682.  We look forward to another great year to start in September.  I hope to see some new faces.

  ________________________________________________________________________________
Kayak Raffle 
Paddling for a Cure is ON!!

Sunday July 18, 2010

Take a peek at the 11.6 foot

Hurricane Santee 116 sport Kayak with paddle

on display at the Alplaus Post Office

Retail value over $1,200.00

Buy your raffle tickets, get your entry forms

And find out more about it

At the Alplaus Post Office

Proceeds to benefit local chapter of

American Cancer Society to fight Breast Cancer



Alplaus Bird Line

 



by Shawna Thompson

     Alplaus was certainly singing the blues in early May, with sightings of Bluebirds, Indigo Buntings, and Kingfishers. But Pat Beaver was really singing the blues about a persistent Woodpecker that woke her every morning at about 5 AM. The woodpecker really loved the sound her metal chimney made as he pecked away at it!

     The Ciancettas had Tufted Titmice nesting in their little birdhouse. Helen Robinson had a Rose Breasted Grosbeak in her yard. Purple Finches are visiting feeders on Hill Street. and the Sparrows are on their second clutch of eggs over the Post Office door. Several Yellow-Rumped Warblers spent the morning in my trees. 

    Memorial Day Weekend was exciting for Mary Jo Downey, who found an injured Baltimore Oriole. She kept it safe until a rehabilitator came and picked it up. These gorgeous birds look bright orange and black when you see them fly by, but if you ever get to see one close up you will be amazed at the brilliance of that orange! The next day Jill Batson had a baby duck walk up to her in the driveway. She made it comfy in a box, but in the morning there was another baby duck wandering in circles in the road. Both babies were peeping to each other. Jill contacted GG Giorgio, a rehabber who came and picked the babies up. You may remember GG from the Great Goose Round-Up when the goose shot with an arrow was captured. 

     Kate McHale noticed an odd bird on Hill Street. It looks like a Grackle, but both wings are streaked with white, and it seems unable to fly. Maybe the white feathers are partial albinism.

     Look out for the Flamingos which will return to Alplaus very soon.     

     Mario is quick to admit he is not really good at identifying birds, and described one he saw. It was “bigger than the little birds”, all brown, lighter brown below and had a very distinct black throat patch. Hmmm. Later the same day Charlie spotted the same bird in our yard, but he saw a large white patch at the base of the tail when the bird flew. If you know what this bird may be, contact the Bird Line at swanalaka@aol.com  or 399-0490.

.

________________________________________________________________________________
News from the ARA Board

Summer is here and everyone is starting to think about vacations, summer barbeques, family functions, and all the great activities that make our town so special.  Everyone should keep their calendar open for the 4th of July celebrations this year.  The festivities start with an Ecumenical Community Church Service on Sunday, June 27th and continue on Saturday, July 3rd with a Kid's Carnival, a Firefighters Skills Competition, and a Block party. The annual 4th of July parade starts at 11 AM on Sunday.  This is another great tradition that makes living in Alplaus so special.

   With any Alplaus event there is always a need to help set things up and make preparations.  The ARA could use help with the set-up for the Block Party on July 2nd and 3rd, as well as help with set-up and tear down for the July 4th parade and celebration.  If you would like to help with any of these important and essential preparations, please email me at gilp18@hotmail.com.

   On another note unrelated to the ARA Board, I have been made aware that the Alplaus Volunteer Fire Department is in need of additional members.  The fire fighters have continuously been supportive of the ARA, made themselves available to help with various Alplaus functions, and not to mention always being there in times of need and emergency for all of us.  Currently, the fire department is need of additional volunteers to help support the department and give the firefighters the additional help they need to provide the best service possible. 

   If you know of anyone or would like to volunteer yourself, this is a great way to serve our community.  Please contact Mike Sheppeck at sheppeck@earthlink.net for more information.
The Next ARA Board Meeting

The next board meeting will be September 15th at 7 PM at the Firehouse.  If you have a topic that might need to be discussed please contact us at gilp18@hotmail.com, and we will add that topic to the agenda. Residents are also invited to come speak at the meetings.

Andy Gilpin



Notes from the Alplaus Church
Thinking about seasons again:  There are the church seasons There’s a funny thing about Alplaus  -  people I meet who I would expect to know about Alplaus often don’t, and others know the place even though I can’t see why they should.  When I was first appointed to the Alplaus church, I was serving a church in Rotterdam.  Many there had no idea Alplaus existed, much less where it was.  So I often end up holding up my left hand, cupped, palm down, and explaining that it represents the Mohawk River, with the Rexford bridge at my fingertips, Freeman’s bridge at the heel, Schenectady under my hand, and Alplaus sitting atop my knuckles.  Not a terribly accurate representation (the Rexford bridge is not really way down near my fingertips), but sufficient.  And I can’t tell you how many times the Alplaus and Rexford Methodist churches have been confused.

On the other hand, many people have told me that they “know” Alplaus because they often, even daily, drive through.  Or they say, “Isn’t that the place with the parade?”  A high school friend of mine who worked for the railroad recently said, “Oh, that’s the place by the Alplaus crossing!”

Alplaus certainly has an image problem.  It’s hard to even define what is Alplaus.  I’ve been told that Woodhaven is part of Alplaus, but the people there don’t seem to know it.  On the other hand, where I live on Rivercrest Drive seems like it should be part of Alplaus, but isn’t.  I know the church has a difficult time advertising our events.  If we want to reach just the community of Alplaus, how do we do it?  The HTN is the most obvious choice, but it isn’t distributed to everyone.  The Gazette, Times Union, and Dollar Saver reach far beyond our target population.  I understand the ARA has an e-mail distribution, but I’ve never been able to get my name on the list.  And the sign we have to put by Alplaus Ave is too small for cars going by to read quickly.

We try to reach out to the community and try to hold some events that will bring the community together.  For example, we have a spaghetti dinner coming up on Friday, June 5, the day of the garage sale and the Rexford art show.  The hours are 5 to 8.  We thought people might enjoy having someone else cook for them after they close down their garage sale for the day or work their booth.  We kept the ticket prices affordable for families:  age 3 and under - $1, ages 3 to 10 - $4, age 10 and up - $7.  We would love to see folks come to meet and greet and socialize.

We also hold our Community Luncheon at noon on the second Tuesday of every month, June 8th this time.  This is a pot luck where you bring a little dish of something to share, but a main dish is provided.  Weather permitting, the fare this month will be a picnic with hot dogs and hamburgers.  Attendance at the luncheon has been growing steadily of late and the fellowship is great.

And of course we have the community worship service coming up on the Sunday before the 4th of July, June 27th at the firehouse pavilion at 10:30.  Besides the chance to worship with others, it’s nice to meet and greet people I don’t often see.

Once again, the church will have a float in the 4th of July parade, although since the 4th falls on a Sunday this year we will be moving our worship service to 8:30 so people can get home and we can get the float decorated and into line before the road is closed.

Finally, I would remind you that the church has a fund for camp scholarships for our kids to which the ARA contributes each year.  No one has taken advantage of this in a few years so we have a little accumulation built up.  If you know of any kids in town who would like a week away, please spread the word that there is some money available to help defray the cost.  Contact Barb Trask for details.

As always, may you be aware of your many blessings and give thanks.
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ENTRY FORM DEADLINE:





PLEASE RETURN FORM TO:





Monday  JUNE 21ST , 2010





Alplaus web address: http://www.alplaus.org


Web input address:  Alplaus12008@yahoo.com





HTN Editor/Publisher:  Art Harris


                                     PO Box 57


                                     Alplaus, NY 12008


E-mail address:  arthur.harris@earthlink.net











Mike Sheppeck


241 Alplaus Avenue


Alplaus, New York  12008-1014





 cell:  (518) 701-9245   fax: (518) 399-7972


email:  sheppeck@earthlink.net





CONTACT PERSON:

















TELEPHONE:





NAME of ORGANIZATION:
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FLOCKING INSURANCE


Prevent the Mess and Humiliation of


 Flocking





Call 399-0490 for Great Rates


and Information





TYPE of ENTRY:





2010  Parade  PARTICIPATION:
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[   ]  YES  We will participate in the 2010 Alplaus Fourth of July Parade!





     I hereby agree to indemnify Glenville Fire District #2 against and to hold the district harmless of and from any claims, expense or liability arising out of my participation in the Alplaus 4th of July Parade and related activities. (signature required)


Signed:  ________________________________________________________________________________


[   ]  REMOVE  from future parade mailings.





DESCRIPTION for REVIEWING STAND ANNOUNCER:








[   ]  Fire Apparatus      [   ]  Other Emergency Vehicle (specify) _________      [   ]  Vintage Automobile


  


Unit Number:   _________   Year:   _________   Make:   _________   Driver’s Name:   _____________





[   ]  Marching Band      [   ]  Civic or Fraternal Organization      [   ]  Ladies Auxiliary


Number of Marchers:   _________





[   ]  Float (specify) _______________      [   ]  Other (specify) _______________





 


E. GRAY WATKINS


ATTORNEY AT LAW


GENERAL PRACTICE





 REAL ESTATE


WILLS, TRUSTS & ESTATES      371-6125


CORPORATE LAW                      1745 RT. 9


PERSONAL INJURY                  Clifton Park, N.Y.

















      





ALPLAUS  FOURTH of JULY  PARADE  PARTICIPANT  ENTRY  FORM
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Alplaus Volunteer Fire Company # 1
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