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The Alplaus Ladies Auxiliary Paddling for a Cure event was fantastic.  We had 163 paddlers and raised $16,561.00 for the American Cancer Society! 
 (See Page 4 for more details)
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Fall Chores
And

the Last of Summer Treats
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On the Hill
It has been a great summer in Alplaus -- Alplaus Fire Company champions in a skills competition on July 3rd, a bald eagle soaring overhead of our Alplaus 4th of July activities, over $16,500 raised to fight cancer by the Ladies Auxiliary Paddling for a Cure on July 25th and lots of family and neighbor get-togethers. 
   Now, summer is fast fading from the scene, yielding to shorter days, cooler nights, and an explosion of late summer garden produce - tomatoes, peppers, zucchini, string beans, and what ever struck your fancy when planting the garden in May and June.  It's time to stock up for the season ahead.
   Perhaps our lives would be less stressful if we all took a few minutes to review the Golden Rules presented below.  It always helps to consider how you would like to be treated...…AWH
THE GOLDEN RULES
GUARANTEED TO MAKE LIFE EASIER
1. If you open it, close it.

2. If you turn it on, turn it off.

3. If you unlock it, lock it up.

4. If you break it, admit it.

5. If you can't fix it, call in someone who can.

6. If you borrow it, return it.

7. If you value it, take care of it.

8. If you make a mess, clean it up.

9. If you move it, put it back.

10. If it belongs to someone else and you want to use it, get permission.

11. If you don't know how to use it, leave it alone.

12. If it's none of your business, don't ask questions.

13. If it ain't broke, don't fix it.

14. If it will brighten someone's day--say it!

_____________________________________________________________________
Steven Robert Culver Graduates

                                        by Bob and Alice Culver
Steven R. Culver of Saratoga Road, Scotia, graduated from Wentworth Institute of Technology in Boston, Massachusetts on August 21, 2010.  He was awarded Bachelor of Science degree in Building Construction Management.  
   He is the son of Tom and Maureen Culver, who formerly lived at 11 Hill Street in Alplaus.  Steven is also the grandson of Bob and Alice Culver. The proud family gathered together for the ceremony held at the Bank of America Pavilion on Boston Harbor.  At times it was a rainy day but a very happy occasion for all.

   Steven has accepted a position in Building Construction Management with BCI of Albany.
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Alplaus Fire Department News




by Mike Sheppeck

Remember to vote this Tuesday, September 14th in the Primary Election.  Democratic, Republican & Conservative Party candidates are all up for grabs.  Polls are open from 12:00 noon until 9:00pm at the Alplaus Firehouse.


When you do stop over to vote, take a moment to admire the freshly paved parking lot.  Firefighters also cleaned and painted the west wall of the Firehouse, and some necessary roof repairs have been completed.  We should be fairly well buttoned up and ready for winter, which some chilly mornings of late tell me will be here before we know it.


Since this is the first HTN issue after the summer hiatus, this is my chance to post the results from the Firefighter Skills Competition, held just before the block party on July 3rd.  We fielded teams from the Thomas Corners, East Glenville, Rexford, Beukendaal and Alplaus fire departments.  There were three separate team events and best time overall trophies awarded.


Event One:  
1st place East Glenville, 2nd place Rexford, 3rd place Alplaus


Event Two:  
1st place Alplaus, 2nd place Thomas Corners, 3rd place Rexford


Event Three:
1st place Alplaus, 2nd place Rexford, 3rd place Beukendaal


Overall:

1st place Alplaus, 2nd place Rexford, 3rd place Thomas Corners

This was the best showing by Alplaus FD, and the first time we received first overall, since we brought back the skills competition several years ago.  Sound like fun?  We are always in need of new members. There are roles in the volunteer fire service for all ages and levels of ability. We need you.

[image: image6.jpg]



Alplaus Ladies Auxiliary




by Jill Batson

The "Auxiliary" year will kick off with a covered dish supper on September 27th.  We will be planning all of our fall and winter events.  If you are interested to see what we are all about or just want to get involved with your community, stop by or call Margaret at 399-7682
Paddling for a Cure 2010



by Kathy Boyle

Aside from the severe storm that downed trees on Maritime drive, destroyed several of our Paddling for a Cure signs (if anyone finds the HUGE sign let us know), messed up the Maritime property and  mangled  two of the Alplaus Fire Departments tents: 
The Alplaus Ladies Auxiliary Paddling for a Cure event was fantastic.  We had 163 paddlers and raised $16,561 for the American Cancer Society!

    The sight of all those colorful kayaks led by a 40' "Dragon" boat was incredible, especially with their team all stroking to the beat of a strong drum rhythm. All the paddlers were smiling, laughing, and having a great time.  Not even the strong head wind they encountered on the return trip to the docks dampened their spirits.  Everyone enjoyed the live music of Running the River and paddlers and spectators alike filled up on the plentiful food and beverages.
   We want to thank everyone who volunteered their time, donated, collected pledges, and paddled.
   What a great day it turned out to be! 
   Please remember to support and thank the Stewarts Shop in Rexford next time you're there.  They not only provided  soda, water, baked goods and ice,  but TWO staff members  assisted in making the food booth run smoothly.  Fo' Castle Farm Country Store donated 3 dozen of their mouth watering donuts and Panera Bread donated 108 sumptuous bagels.  Donations from Hewitt's, Lowe's, Hallmark, CDPHP, CHP, Manhattan Exchange, Friendly's, TGI Fridays, 99 Restaurant, Fantastic Sam's, Karolina's, Nail Studio, and others filled several raffle baskets and provided give-aways for participants.
 Without the support of community-oriented local businesses like these, and even some of our neighbors purchasing items to help the cause, Paddling for a Cure could not have been the successful event it was once again.
   The beautiful mango Hurricane Santee 116 Sport package was won by Marj Derr of Rome, NY. Although her husband bought 30 tickets, Marj only bought one. But it was the right one, and she was so excited they came and picked it up the next day! Congratulations Marj!!!!!!
   Awards included:
   Most Pledges Collected by a Team:  Won by Alplaus Fire Department Paddle Team, who just barely beat out our neighbors, the Rexford Fire Department team (with their beautiful specially made paddle shirts) by only $35.00. 
   Most Money collected by Individuals: Tim O'Brien, Vickie Weaver, Jill and John Burwell, Diane McLaughlin, Beth Van Schaick and Hope Neikirk. Great Job Everyone!!
   There is not room enough to say thanks to everyone who helped, but we must recognize our hard-working Alplaus Fire Company members. They came the night before to lug tables and set up tents, came later in the night to retrieve the blown away tents and secure the intact one, and came in the morning and stayed all day. Then they carried the tents and tables, etc away again. The air boat and emergency equipment were present and staffed "just in case". 
   Overall, Paddling for a Cure was another inspiring, successful day!
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Alplaus Bird Line

 



by Shawna Thompson

[image: image8.wmf]     Now that the kids are back in school, and we are anticipating fall, I'd like to take you back to mid-summer-- July 4th, to be exact. Remember that gorgeous day, with everyone out lining the streets for the parade? And after the parade, the crowds gathered at the Firehouse pavilion to look at the floats and fire trucks, and enjoy the cook shack offerings. If you were there, you may have noticed a couple people looking up at the sky and pointing. Then several others. Soon, lots of people were oohing and ahhing at something in the sky.
   That something happened to be a beautiful Bald Eagle, soaring over the firehouse. So many people saw it, and the comments were all very similar: how appropriate that he would fly overhead on July 4th, the day we honor our Independence. There is a lot that is memorable around Alplaus, but that Bald Eagle flying around and around our very own firehouse was one of the most memorable events of any July 4th celebration we have had.

    In August a Great Crested Flycatcher was spotted on Hill Street. Although these are not small birds, they are secretive and hard to find. This one was happily eating berries in some shrubs and allowed me to get a long look. This may be the 60th species reported to the Alplaus Bird Line, a great milestone for sure.

   Fall migrations will be starting soon, so keep your binoculars handy to help you identify traveling birds that may not be the usual visitors to your feeders. These migrants might be in the area for just a day or two, so you can't plan on seeing them again for a better look. If you spot something interesting, call the Bird Line at 399-0490 or e-mail me at swanalaka@aol.com.

 

​​

________________________________________________________________________________
News from the ARA Board

Beautiful weather and plenty of sun made for a great summer!  I hope that everyone had a wonderful summer and got a chance to take advantage of the great activities around town.  Fall is coming and the weather is starting to get a little cooler.  That can only mean one thing; the Annual Alplaus Run-Around with a 1 mile Fun Run and a 5K race.

Alplaus Run-Around.  The Run-Around is scheduled for Saturday, October 30, 2010 at the Alplaus Firehouse with the 1 Mile Fun Run starting at 10 AM and the 5 K race starting at 10:30 AM.  I hope that everyone is planning on coming out to either run or support the race.  This is a great event for our hamlet, and is a great time to come out to catch up with friends and neighbors.   We are always looking for volunteers to help with the race.  We need spotters, timers, and other volunteers to help at registration.

Halloween Party.   The children's Halloween Party, sponsored by the Alplaus Volunteer Fire Company, will be held after the Run-Around at the Fire House at 1 PM.

Glenville Website.  I'm not sure if everyone is aware that the Town of Glenville has launched their new website.  It is interactive and user friendly, and allows for anyone to sign-up to get email alerts about important Town issues, notices and Town meeting times and agendas.  The website is very informative and provides information about development, taxes and other important town news items. Try it yourself: www.townofglenville.org
ARA Board Meeting.  The next meeting will be Wednesday, September 15th at 7 PM at the Firehouse.  If you have a topic that might need to be discussed please contact us at gilp18@hotmail.com, and we will add that topic to the agenda. Residents are also invited to come speak at the meetings.

   Andy Gilpin
Notes from the Alplaus Church
[image: image9.jpg]


I actually started writing this article in June.  I’m never that far ahead on anything.  Now I’ve looked at my notes and can’t remember what the heck I was going to write about!  But I hope you had a glorious summer and weren’t too severely affected by the continuing sewer line and road construction.  We never knew all summer what equipment would be partially blocking Rivercrest.  We got used to the voices and sounds starting around 6:30 am.  Nevertheless, we’ll be glad when it’s done.

My general topic was to be letting go.  As some of you know, my mother passed away in early June.  There’s a whole process of letting go that follows a death  -  letting go of the presence of the person, the feeling that they are still right there within reach of the phone, letting go of the responsibility you’ve taken on of caring for an elderly parent.  And yet not letting go of the memories, the heritage, the love you’ve received.

In Mom’s case, there was another kind of letting go that needed to happen.  Mom was born in 1921 and raised during the Great Depression.  So she had the mentality of many born in that era  -  never throw anything away, don’t let go of possessions.  This made cleaning out her house a much more difficult task than it needed to be.  What she was going to do with the hundreds of pencil stubs and pens she had picked up off the floor in her job as a school janitor I can’t imagine.  Or the many reams of paper.  Or the thousands of rubber bands in all sizes, the plastic bags, the two pick-up loads of scrap wood, the thirty years worth of local newspapers.  But maybe I shouldn’t say too much.  If you could see the thousands of files and e-mails saved on my computer, or the hundreds of books on my shelves…!

Jesus taught that one of the things we should be about, that we have to be about, is letting go.  There’s the story in Matthew 19 of the rich young man who he told to let go of all his possessions in order to be saved.  The young man just couldn’t do it.

And it isn’t just the bible that repeatedly tells us this.  In a message entirely counter to our American culture, we are told by psychologists, self-help experts, de-cluttering advisors, advice columnists, and (occasionally) the church that we need to learn to let go of material things, the pursuit of material things, of unproductive relationships, of needs that aren’t really needs but desires.  With age and experience, I am learning to let go of (donate to those in need or pass on to my children) things I no longer need, or maybe never really needed to begin with.  And I can testify that there is a certain lightness of being that comes with this letting go.

As a final note, having finished my sermonizing, I want to tell you that the church will be holding a roast beef dinner on October 16th  --  watch for details next month.  And as always, please join us for the community luncheon on the second Tuesday of every month at noon.
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Summer 2010 Bits & Pieces
by Cliff Hayes
Congratulations to the Alplaus girls who competed in the Freihofer’s Run for Women in Albany on June 5th.  Results with times noted were: Robyn Salvin 26:19, Sarah Casey 27:01, Alicia Sparano 32:25, Barbara Casey 33:17.  Sorry if any runners were missed.

The death of William L. Revell, 91, in early June leads to some research on his family.  Bill was the son of William and Maud Revell, English immigrants who were residing on 2nd Street by 1920.  Bill completed grade school at Alplaus in 1933 and later with his younger brother and  father, ‘Pops’, were very active in the Fire Company during the 1930’s.  Bill, Pops, Judge Bruce, Lloyd Brinkman all from Alplaus formed a hillbilly band during the 30’s and 40’s performing in the local area.  The picture of the band is displayed in the PO as part of a history collection of photographs.  In 1942, Bill enlisted in the Army and after basic training, served in India according to the Hometown News published during WWII.  Upon returning home from the war, Bill settled in Scotia with his wife and children.  He was employed as an electrician for his working career.  Maud and Pops Revell, who also were very active in the Alplaus Church, continued living in Alplaus into the 1970’s making them 50 year plus residents.

Welcome Jason and Leigh Christiana to Alplaus at 351 Alplaus Ave (Marsh’s House).  Jason’s father, Jeffrey, spent his childhood years just down the street in the Rosman house which was lost to fire in 1975.

Wm. Schultz Construction, Inc. initiated the next phase of sanitary sewer installation in Clifton Park (Rexford) along Riverview Road connecting to the Rivercrest cul-de-sac manhole. It ultimately empties into the Alplaus sewer district. 
From the ‘Raw Materials of History’ by Neil B. Reynolds published in the Gazette 5-30-1959; an entry in Abram Olney Veeder’s diary stated:  Still Better Job, Nov. 14, 1842, Commenced teaching at Aal-plaats; boarding at Kitchum in Glenville. (Note: Abram Olney Veeder (1811-1892) was from Scotia.  He kept diaries on activities in the Town of Glenville which are preserved by the Schenectady Historical Society.)




Alplaus web address: http://www.alplaus.org
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ATTORNEY AT LAW
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 REAL ESTATE


WILLS, TRUSTS & ESTATES      371-6125


CORPORATE LAW                      1745 RT. 9


PERSONAL INJURY                  Clifton Park, N.Y.
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