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     Alplaus in winter   2/25/2011
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                Spring is (almost) here!
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On the Hill

I can always count on the weather here in Alplaus for an opening comment.  Just when the ice dams on our roof melted away today (Sunday), the weather news person says Alplaus is on the edge of up to 10 -14 inches of wet snow over-night.  How discouraging!  And the weather persons seem to enjoy telling me how miserable it will be cleaning it all up.  Fortunately, they often over predict the severity of a coming storm.
   The Collissons down by the river watched some  bald eagles hanging out in their yard and enjoying fresh fish from the Mohawk River this last week.  See page 4 for the story and a couple of pictures.  The eagles are beautiful, but a bit over size for our backyard bird feeders on Hill Street.
   See you at the annual meeting of the Alplaus Residents Association at 7 PM Thursday, March 24th at the Alplaus Firehouse……..…AWH
_____________________________​​​​​​___________________________________________________​​​​​
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Alplaus Fire Department News




by Mike Sheppeck, AFD Historian
Keep a weather eye for the next few days, the rain and snow may contribute to the breakup of the ice on the River.  The ice is very thick this year, adding in a substantial snow pack creates the risk for worse than average flooding.  A lot will depend on how well the ice flows navigate the pinch points in the Mohawk, including the Rexford Bridge.  Take some time now to check the operation of your sump pump.  If you are prone to flooding, perhaps relocate important belongings above the high water line. 

This time last year, I reported on the legislation requiring you to install Carbon Monoxide detectors in your home.  Carbon monoxide is a product of combustion and is odorless and potentially lethal.  Have you been procrastinating?  Over the Holidays, the furnace at my brother’s house malfunctioned, if not for the detector, he may not have lived to tell the tale.  Do not let your family be the ones to pay for your procrastination with their lives.

This is the section where I typically put in a plug for you to join us and help us to answer your neighbors call in their moments of need.  I am not sure that I have yet hit on the right combination of persuasive eloquence to convince very many of you to give us a hand.  Who does the fire department call when the fire department needs help?  Hello?  Is anyone there?
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Alplaus Ladies Auxiliary
by Jill Batson

In our first meeting of the New Year, we started planning our Spring and Summer events. (Yes, Spring is finally coming!) It was very nice to talk about the Village Wide Flea Market, July 4th Parade and "Paddling for a Cure"
   We have set a date for the Annual Flea Market for June 6th, this is a great time to sell some of that clutter or outgrown clothes,and make a little extra cash! Even if you don't have anything to sell, come by the firehouse or browse around the village. The cook shack will be up and going so stop by for a snack or lunch. We appreciate your support!
[image: image10.wmf]   Paddling for a Cure will be held on Sunday, July 17th this year. Shawna and Kathy have been busy planning since last year's event. We have a feeling that the Paddle will once again be successful in its 6th year! Please continue to watch for updates and consider offering a helping hand this year, it's not only fun but it's for a great cause!
   As with many volunteer organizations we are struggling with recruitment. We are planning a social event to take place in May. Please watch the Hometown News for details. We are always looking for people with new ideas. The commitment is small and the rewards are great. Become active in the community and make a difference. For any info on membership please contact Margaret@ 399-7682.
________________________________________________________________________________
ARA News
Greetings from the ARA Board.  I think I speak for most when I say that spring can’t come soon enough.  I’m getting tired of the shoveling and wet winter mess, however the skiing is still pretty good.  With all of this snow and ice, don’t forget to dig out the fire hydrants near your home.  

   The annual Alplaus Residents Association meeting will be held on March 24th at 7 PM at the Firehouse.  This is our annual meeting to review 2010 ARA events and happenings, recognize the Alplaus Resident of the Year, select the slate of officers for the 2011 ARA Board, collect membership dues for the ARA, announce upcoming events, discuss issues that are important to the residents, and have a question and answer session with a panel of Town of Glenville Board members and Schenectady County officials.   
   The membership dues for the ARA are $3 for individuals and $5 for a family.  The dues are used throughout the year to support ARA efforts and are a big part of helping us host the various events and activities that make our little hamlet so great.

   The Alplaus Post Office sign has been repainted and will be hung very soon.  Special thanks to Leanne Goldberg for her hard work to scrape, paint and revive the Post Office sign.

   The ARA is accepting nominations for the Board of Officers. If you are interested in planning events in your community and interested in being a part of the ARA Board, please contact Mary Breslin at 399-0354, or mbreslin002@nycap.rr.com. The slate of officers for the coming year will be presented at the ARA Annual Meeting on March 24th.

             Andy Gilpin




gilpinandy@gmail.com

Alplaus Bird Line








by Shawna Thompson
Until the past few warm days it has been very hard on the birds. This winter has been long and snowy and food, other than backyard feeders, is getting very scarce. A group of crows was seen on a stand of sumacs eating the clusters of berries. These aren't very tasty, and so it is the last food the birds go for. These crows were heavy for the branches and there was a lot of vying for position as they lost their balance and pushed each other out of the way.
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    One bird that is very successful at finding food is the Pileated Woodpecker. Charlie Thompson spotted one working hard at extracting bugs from a wooden power line pole. Their drumming is loud and unmistakable.

    On March 5 the Red-Winged Blackbirds arrived in Alplaus. This article has tracked their arrival for several years, and also the fact that there is always one last snowfall after they show up. It is snowing as I write this, so the tradition still stands. February 26 is the earliest arrival date I have in my records, and March 22 is the latest. 

    Be sure to read Cheri Collisson's report on Bald Eagles below. And if you have a good bird tale, contact the bird line at 399-0490 or Swanalaka@aol.com 

________________________________________________________________________________

Eagle Sighting on the Mohawk


by Cheri Collisson

On Saturday, February 26th around 3 PM, I heard crows squawking and looked out my back window (over looking the Mohawk River) and saw these massive wings. I went out on the covered porch and saw the male (I think) looking at another tree.  I ducked down and saw the female trying to get away from the crows. The crows left and then so did she.  But, he stayed for about an hour!  He did not care when I went in out, etc. 
   My husband Pete was working from home yesterday and saw 4!  First, he saw one on the river ripping apart a fish!  Then, two more flew back to the same tree and then another came-no photos.  He said they only stayed about 10 minutes but they were "playing" with each other in the air, swooping etc.  I hate to go to work now.  I wonder what is going on when I am not there!
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Thank you to all of our Alplaus friends for your continued support.  We are looking forward to the warmer weather that spring will bring.  

   Stop by on St. Patrick’s Day wearing your green and get a free holiday cookie.

Order your Irish Soda Bread or holiday treats in advance for pick up at your convenience.

   Come in and enjoy our homemade soups, sandwiches and Panini or a delicious treat and relax.

   Join us for your next business meeting or lunch engagement. 

   Call for any of your specialty cakes, pies or bakery platters.

Samuel’s

Phone: 557-2453 

Open Hours

Sunday       

9-2
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Monday       

Closed

Tuesday - Friday      
7-5

Saturday   

8-3
Phone: 557-2453
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Notes from the Alplaus Church

All right!  Enough snow already!  When I’m asked to pray for good weather - by one who figures my prayers are more effective than theirs, no doubt (a doubtful assumption!)  -  I tell them that my work is in sales.  I can put in the order, but delivery is up to God.

Well, the slower time between Christmas and Lent is over and the church calendar is filling up with events and activities.  First, we have a study group which meets on Saturdays at 2:00 with the book “The Workbook of Living Prayer” by Maxie Dunnam.  There’s room for more if you’d care to join in.  Cost is $8.60.

Second, we are joining with Burnt Hills United Methodist for our Ash Wednesday and Good Friday services.  The Ash Wednesday service will be at Burnt Hills March 9th at 7:30 PM.  The Good Friday service will be at the Alplaus church on April 22 at 7:30 PM and will be a mix of familiar hymns and the reader’s theater “Gathering at Golgotha.”

Third, the Alplaus church is offering Wednesday evening services throughout Lent at 7:30 PM.  Each service is centered around a dramatic dialogue between a contemporary Christian called Everyman and a biblical character.  The focus of the series is repentance and cleansing.  Each dialogue points out the contrast between the teachings of Jesus and the life style of the 21st century.

	Week 1
	Mar 16
	A Voice Calling the Wilderness

	Week 2
	Mar 23
	The Law of Love

	Week 3
	Mar 30
	God First

	Week 4
	Apr 6
	Of Sheep and Shepherds

	Week 5
	Apr 13
	The Burden of Freedom

	Week 6
	Apr 20
	At the Foot of the Cross


There will be a free will offering to help defray costs such as the organist and refreshments.  

Fourth, if you would like to participate in a mission activity, our United Methodist Women are gathering materials to make “health kits.”  These kits are gathered by the UM Committee on Relief (UMCOR) so that we can be ready to respond to a disaster in a timely manner.  UMCOR is known for being one of the first relief agencies on the scene and can help hold things together until other agencies can organize more long-term help.  To help out, assemble the following materials:

· 1 hand towel (15”x25” up to 17”x27”.  No kitchen towels, please.

· 1 washcloth

· 1 comb, large and sturdy, not pocket size

· 1 nail file or fingernail clippers (no emery boards or toenail clippers)

· 1 bath size bar of soap (3 oz and up)

· 1 toothbrush (single brushes only in original wrapper, no child size brushes)

· 6 adhesive plastic strip sterile bandages

· $1.00 to purchase toothpaste (this is bought in bulk to ensure it’s not past its expiration date before it is sent.)

      (Total cost maybe $20 or less).  Then contact Mary Herrick, who is heading up this effort.

Fifth, brochures and applications for Skye Farm camp have arrived.  There is money available for scholarships to help kids attend for a week.  Please contact Barb Trask.

Finally, for those with kids or grandkids, our Easter Egg Hunt is scheduled for April 9th 10:00-11:30 AM.  No real eggs are involved.  Kids will hunt for plastic eggs which are turned in for prizes.  There will also be a variety of games.

We hope, as always, that the church can be a resource on which you can draw not only for spiritual food, but for fellowship and community.
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The Early Land Developers of Alplaus

                                                      by Cliff Hayes

In 1783 the property which encompasses about 125 acres east of the Alplaus creek to the Saratoga County line was deeded to Robert Bett native of Schenectady.   At the time this area was part of Albany County and is depicted in the original indenture transcribed by Carol Riddell in 1976 and displayed in the PO.  At some point in time Robert Bett partitioned the acreage into 2 parts of equal value; one of about 50 acres consisting of the area south of Alplaus Avenue with a rectangular portion north of the road from what is now Bruce Drive to the creek; the other portion being of the remaining 125 acres.

The area was used by this family throughout most of the 1800’s for agricultural purposes.   Robert Bett’s grandsons, William J. and John Bath, had control of the area by the late 1800’s.   William J., whose descendants’ had land in other parts of Glenville, died in 1885, leaving John with the 2 parcels.  It wasn’t long after, to be precise John passed in 1890.  In his will, he left to his sons, William H. the 50 acre portion, his house where the Chris Williams family now resides and including a one acre plot and house, believed to be the old Cheney building, to his daughter Margaret who operated it as a rooming house. The other plot was willed to son Vedder along with John Bath’s house, formerly owned by the Marsh’s at the top of the hill near the stone wall. 

In about 1896, having his two sons leaving the homestead for other endeavors and becoming aged, William H. relinquished his portion to Lansing DeForest of Schenectady.  DeForest was listed in the city directory as a poultry dealer.  In a question of history, it appears probably Lansing was not much of a farmer as it wasn’t long before his ownership of the 50 acres began to diminish.  DeForest & Vedder Bath deeded a feed through plot of land, now Bruce Drive, to the Schenectady Railway Company in 1902.  As the electric trolley became operational in 1904, DeForest had a vision of creating building lots with his land as city people became observant of the beautiful countryside either on their travels to Ballston/Saratoga or the Rexford Amusement Park. By 1908 he filed a set of maps with the Schenectady County clerks’ office and according to the town assessment book of 1910 his ownership was down to 30 acres.  A Gazette advertisement in 1915, “FOR SALE—18 acres of land and 14 building lots at Alplaus”, listed his address in Schenectady.  Also, in 1915 Lansing appeared before the Glenville Town Board and spoke in relation to deeding certain streets at Alplaus to the town.  DeForest died in 1918 at age 69, six large lots at Alplaus were advertised to be sold at public auction in 1919 to settle his estate.

Beekman DeForest, Lansing’s son, also lived in Alplaus during that time and his two daughters attended Alplaus School, daughter Ruth being a lifelong friend of my mother.  Beekman and his family left Alplaus about 1915 for Green Bay, Wisconsin, he working in the auditing and insurance business.

Vedder Bath continued farming at a reduced pace in the early 1900’s with his land, but also developed some of his parcel into building lots filed about 1911.  Most of the northern end of Hill St. (Taft Avenue) which was deeded to the town in 1926 and a small number of lots on Bath St. deeded in 1937 but had been used since 1912 as a road.  Vedder died in 1930 at age 85 and left most of his estate to his daughter Jennie Betts (not Bett) who continued selling the land plots.

With the extinction of trolley service through Alplaus, the Schenectady Railway Company deeded what became Bruce Drive in 1944 to the town.  This opened more land development now controlled by Vedder Bath’s granddaughter, Marjorie House, ultimately ending the Bath’s family ownership of the area since the late 1700’s.

According to Gray Watkins’ document on the ‘Rix Farm’ written in 2006, Mohawk and Belmont Avenues were developed by the Cashin family with a map filed 1906.  The streets were deeded to the Town of Glenville in 1915.

                          


 Ruth Helen DeForest c.1915                      




 Alplaus web address: http://www.alplaus.org


 Web input address:  Alplaus12008@yahoo.com
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