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Spring Flowers are (almost) Here!!!!
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An early bird [image: image15.wmf]
  A Cedar Waxwing at Kathy Boyle's yard in March (Note the crab apples he has already swallowed.)

On the Hill
March went out like a lamb and the April showers began with a few teasers on the first, but we need more of them. The number of bird species spotted in Alplaus continues to climb with the onset of spring.

   A reminder of spring:  Town of Glenville Spring clean-up programs began on Monday, April 3rd (and will continue until Thanksgiving). This is for bagged leaves and tied brush. Put them out on your garbage day. The annual Bulk Item pick-up program will begin on Monday, April 24th. Remember there will be only one pass through town so be ready for the trucks. 

   Enjoy the return of spring and all its glory and pleasures….AWH

__________________________________________________________​​​​________________________
Alplaus Fire Department  
   Calls for March 2006

	Date
	Alarm Time
	Incident #
	Call Type
	Location
	# Fire-Fighters
	Fire Fighter Hours

	02 MAR 2006
	01:25
	000040
	Medical Emergency
	Bath Street
	6
	3.0

	02 MAR 2006
	06:55
	000041
	Vehicle Accident
	Maple Avenue and Glenridge Road
	6
	3.1

	03 MAR 2006
	02:34
	000042
	Medical Emergency
	Pinewood Drive
	6
	8.5

	03 MAR 2006
	23:33
	000043
	Medical Emergency
	Bath Street
	3
	2.4

	05 MAR 2006
	18:17
	000044
	Medical Emergency
	Glenridge Road
	6
	3.2

	09 MAR 2006
	12:03
	000045
	Medical Emergency
	Hetcheltown Road
	6
	2.3

	09 MAR 2006
	14:31
	000046
	Other Emergency
	Alplaus and Maple Avenues
	9
	19.5

	11 MAR 2006
	06:53
	000047
	Other Fire
	Glenridge Road
	9
	3.0

	11 MAR 2006
	19:56
	000048
	Medical Emergency
	Helen Court
	6
	3.8

	13 MAR 2006
	06:23
	000049
	Other Fire
	Glenridge Road
	9
	2.7

	13 MAR 2006
	13:38
	000050
	Medical Emergency
	Oakwood Drive.
	6
	2.8

	15 MAR 2006
	12:14
	000051
	Other Emergency
	Glenridge Road
	9
	4.5

	17 MAR 2006
	02:30
	000052
	Other Emergency
	Maple Avenue
	6
	2.6

	20 MAR 2006
	13:46
	000053
	Grass/Brush Fire
	Glenridge Road
	7
	2.1

	21 MAR 2006
	15:09
	000054
	Medical Emergency
	Hetcheltown Road
	7
	2.9

	25 MAR 2006
	16:38
	000055
	Medical Emergency
	Acorn Drive
	12
	5.4

	25 MAR 2006
	17:15
	000056
	Medical Emergency
	Glenridge Road
	12
	5.0

	30 MAR 2006
	17:13
	000057
	Medical Emergency
	St. Jude Lane
	7
	3.3

	31 MAR 2006
	16:35
	000058
	Medical Emergency
	Helen Court
	7
	2.8

	31 MAR 2006
	20:36
	000059
	Grass/Brush Fire
	Whitbeck Drive
	9
	15.5
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                                                                                                                               Bruce Drive Tree Fall   

The high winds of February 17 brought down a large spruce tree on Bruce Drive at the swim club. Our firefighters responded to the emergency. From left to right are Kathleen Sheppeck, Scott Runkel, and Mike Sheppeck ready for anything that might come up (or fall down, as the case may be).

Ladies Auxiliary
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by Vicki Watkins

Happy Spring!  The Ladies Auxiliary is bursting with plans for a very busy and exciting next few months.  We hope that we see you at some of our upcoming events.

   The Auxiliary is once again sponsoring a Red Cross Blood Drive.  It will be held on Friday, May 12th from 1:30-6:30 pm at the Alplaus Firehouse.  Giving blood is a way to give back!   Please make an appointment by calling Vicki at 399-0184 or the Post Office at 399-8048.  If you need any more incentive, delicious home-made baked goods will be provided to each donor!  Please call today. 

   The Village Wide Flea Market and Garage Sale will be Saturday, June 3rd.  Please keep this event in mind as you do your spring-cleaning!  If you know of any one who might be interested in setting up a table at this event please ask them to call Vicki at 399-0184.

   Mark your calendars for Sunday, July 16th for our first time event of Paddling for a Cure.  The Auxiliary is sponsoring this event so you can pledge your support for breast cancer.  Concessions will be available as a fundraiser for the Auxiliary.  More details will be in the May HTN issue.  Please contact Kathy Boyle (399-0421) or Shawna Thompson (399-0490) with any questions.

   It’s not too late to order your flower bulbs and perennials.  A brochure is on display in the Alplaus Post Office.  You can place you order there or from any Auxiliary member through April 10th. 

   Our Alplaus sweatshirts are ON SALE at half price! Adult Sizes: S @ $7.50, L and XL @ $11 and 2XL @ $12 are available at the Alplaus Post Office or call 518 399-8048 for shipping information.

   Our next business meeting will be Monday, April 24th, at 7 pm. The Auxiliary is always interested in welcoming new members. Please feel free to attend any of our meetings. Call Vicki Watkins at 399-0184 if you have any questions.
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New Grandchild for the Nickels



by Joan Nickel
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A son, Benjamin Tyler, was born to Melissa (Nickel) Harrison and Andrew Harrison on March 13, 2006 at Women Infants Hospital in Rhode Island. He joins his sibling Emma Jean.

   Grandparents are Skip and Joan Nickel of Bruce Drive and Charlene and Wayne Harrison of Mass. They where all there for the blessed event

    All are doing well.

Alplaus Historical Society


by Cliff Hayes
The society meeting in March deviated from the standard agenda as Bill Pfaffenbach gave a talk on the life & growing up on the Cozy Dale Dairy Farm. Also, Bill described the locations of other farms in the area during the 1940’s & 50’s. 

      The AHS thanks for Bill offering his time. Unfortunately, the meeting was attended by a sparse crowd, but did enjoy some tasty peanut flavored crumb cake. 

   Our next meeting is tentatively scheduled for May 18, 2006.

Alplaus Post Office News

The Alplaus Post Office sign is getting an "amazing makeover". After hanging up for several years in the ever-changing great northeast climate and then enduring the very severe winds we had a few weeks ago, the sign was taken down and is being repainted and repaired by its original craftsman and donor Tom Donlon. Thanks Tom.

    Lots of things are happening in Alplaus in the next few months. The doors and windows of the Post Office are full of wonderful information on upcoming events, town happenings and items for sale. Stop by & get all the latest.

    Happy Spring, Kathy

Chinese Art Show




by Bob Winchester

During the month of April the Winchester family will be displaying a small part of their collection of Chinese Art at Samuel's. Please stop in and enjoy the artwork. If you are available on April 5th, there will be a reception from 4 until 7 pm with free tea, coffee and cookies. 

   Please come and enjoy the show

___________________________________________________________________________________
Alplaus Explorer Post 885
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by Kathleen Sheppeck
A significant milestone for our Explorer Post occurred this past month when Kailyn Sheppeck became the first Alplaus Explorer to join the ranks of the Fire Company. The Company members voted to accept her application at their March business meeting. Kailyn is now enrolled in her first State Fire Course, Scene Support Operations. 

   This is a 27 hour course designed to train firefighters to support exterior fire activities that arise before, during and after fire attack. Her hard work as an Explorer has prepared her well for this next step. Congratulations Kailyn! 

   All of the advisors are confident that she is only the first of many who will make the transition from Explorer to Firefighter over the coming months and years.

ARA News
Alplaus Residents Association Annual Meeting.  At our annual meeting on March 23rd, I talked a bit about what makes Alplaus special. It's the people and how much they give of themselves to make a community, instead of just a neighborhood. Andy and Karen Gilpin, who jumped in during their first year here to coordinate the Alplaus Runaround (and put away chairs after the annual meeting); Vicki Watkins, who worked with the Town of Glenville to get insurance so that we can hang flags and show our patriotism; and Elizabeth Burke, who planted lovely roses in Ted Schwarz Park, to name a very few. Thanks so much to all of you for your part in making this a special place to live.

Citizens of the Year.  Kathleen and Mike Sheppeck were named this year's Outstanding Citizens in recognition for their many contributions to the community in the short time (that's relatively speaking, in Alplaus terms-they moved here in 1998) they've been here. In particular, both worked tirelessly, along with Bob Culver and many others, to make last year's 75th anniversary of the fire company a special one. Kathleen is a member of the Ladies Auxiliary, Vice President of the Alplaus Residents Association, Post Advisor for the Explorer's Post, which introduces young people to fire department-related activities, and is one of a very proud and select few female members of the Alplaus Fire department. Mike is a captain in the fire department, was named 2005 "Firefighter of the Year," is in charge of the Alplaus Fourth of July celebration, and is a member of the Board of Fire Commissioners. Mike and Kathleen are great assets to our community-two people whose devotion to their community in so many ways makes a measurable difference. Thanks to Gray Watkins for researching, writing, and delivering the citation, and to Gary Withey for producing the plaque presented to Kathleen and Mike.

New Officers and Board.  I'm delighted that the entire board of the Alplaus Residents Association is returning once again and that we are even adding three new members. Welcome to Bud Watson, Chris Breslin, and Cindy Leveillee, who will serve one-year terms as appointed members of the board. Many thanks to all of the board members for their efforts and advice on all the year's activities. All that the Alplaus Residents Association does is accomplished through a team effort.

The Alplaus Residents Association officers for 2006-2007 are:

Barb Casey, president

Kathleen Sheppeck, vice-president

Debra Story, secretary

Mike Sheppeck, treasurer

Elected directors who will serve on the board are:  Gary Withey, Keith Abatto, Gray Watkins, Art Harris, Matt Hopkins, and Bob Culver.

Jessica Evans and Kathleen Schnitzer will return to again serve one-year appointed terms. If you have questions, concerns, or suggestions, please contact one of your representatives. We will meet in late April to discuss Fourth of July festivities, among other things, and we invite any of you to join us at the meeting or in helping with plans for the Fourth. If you're interested, call me and I'll let you know when the meeting is set.

 Assessments.  Glenville Town Supervisor Frank Quinn joined us to talk about the recent reassessment of properties and answer any questions residents have. I have to say that, given all of the discussion I heard before the meeting about assessments, I was surprised by how few questions there were. If you feel your assessment is based on incorrect information, is unfair, or is unequal, you might consider filing a grievance with the assessor's office. Information on doing so is available by contacting the town assessor. If you have questions about this or any other issues, don't hesitate to e-mail or call me.

 Happy spring!

 Barb Casey, ARA President

   399-5714   bcasey@skidmore.edu
PS - Please send your dues for the Alplaus residents association ($3 per person or $5 per family) to:

Mike Sheppeck, Treasurer

ARA

P.O. Box 185

Alplaus, NY 12008

Help and support the neighborhood activities of the ARA.                      
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Alplaus Bird Line

            

 by Shawna Thompson

 

[image: image13.wmf]The species count is now up to 27, with this month’s addition of 7 new ones. Roger Story called me just after the March article was submitted to tell about the 3 Pileated Woodpeckers in his yard at one time. These are the very large woodpeckers that make rectangular holes in dead tree trunks and leave chunks of wood measuring as much as 2-3 inches long around the base of trees.
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   Kathy Boyle took this beautiful photo on March 11 when the flock of Cedar Waxwings invaded her crabapple tree. They showed up two to three weeks earlier than usual to gorge on the dried berries. She said she has seen these masked beauties eat so much of the fermented fruit that they actually get drunk and fall asleep on the ground beneath the tree!

     Barb Casey spotted the Cedar Waxwings the next day at her house. She has also seen Common Mergansers on the river and a sharp-shinned hawk flew over and scattered the House Finches gathered in her trees. I had a group of Dark-Eyed Juncos (formerly called Slate-Colored Juncos) in my yard on March 24.

   Jessica Evans reported Buffleheads on the creek recently.

     The Red-Winged Blackbirds arrived en masse on March 13 at about 2 PM after a brief but heavy rain. True to form, the next day we got 2 inches of snow. Despite our cooler weather, the birds know that spring is here and are starting to choose nesting sites and build their homes.

     With the weather warming up (hopefully) we’ll all be outside more. If you pay attention, it’s surprising how many birds you will see and hear. Call the Alplaus Bird Line at 399-0490 (9 am to 9 pm) or e-mail swanalaka@aol.com to report what you have seen. I’d also like to know which Birding Guidebook is your favorite. 

_______________________________________________________​​​​____________________________

Coffee Talk




by Cherie Vedder

Samuels continues to offer live music each Friday and Saturday night. Make a date to come out for the evening and enjoy the music and one of our new spring drinks.
    A recent suggestion out of our box at Samuel's was to honor our Fire Department by naming a drink after them. It's a great idea but we need your help! Over the next month we will be hosting a contest for the best name based on creativity, meaning and just plain fun. Drop by and fill out a entry form and if your entry is selected you will receive a card for 10 FREE drinks at Samuels!
   Our Gallery Wall continues to impress as we transition from the Niskayuna Senior Advanced Photo Exhibit to the Winchester family's exhibit of Chinese art. The wall is well worth the small walk, especially enjoyable now that the weather is cooperating.
   Thanks for continuing to support your hometown coffee house.
Samuel's staff,

Alex Lushpinsky, Jason Watt, Matt Vedder, Ellie Tzchambler, Katie Abrahamson, Lynette Janssen, Deb Kazmierczak, Susi Serna,  Dave Shwencher, Lisa Catalano, Ricky Gerlach,  Zach Kenyon, and Cherie Vedder
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From the Archives





by Cliff Hayes

Alplaus was actively involved in CD in the early 1950’s and I believe some homes in the village actually had bomb shelters constructed.  The following is a brief history of CD thanks to the information highway.  Lastly is a transcription from the Gazette relative to our hamlet.
Civil Defense is defined as: Organized preparation for the protection of civilian lives and property and of the means of economic production before, during, and immediately after large-scale emergencies. Civil defense includes the organization and training of volunteers in the means of self-protection and in learning to reduce loss of life in emergencies. Effective warning systems, adequate shelters inside and outside the home, stockpiles of food and medicine, firefighting, carrying through necessary rescue operations (including the removal of wreckage), and rehabilitation are all aspects of civil defense.

   The U.S. had limited civil defense operations in effect on a national level during World War II. With the threat of nuclear and thermonuclear war, however, the federal government passed the Civil Defense Act in 1950 and then established the Civil Defense Administration.

   The agency was succeeded first by the Office of Civil Defense (1961-1964) and later by the Defense Civil Preparedness Agency. In 1979 the latter was incorporated into the new Federal Emergency Management Agency. This independent agency, with headquarters in Washington, D.C., was set up to consolidate those federal programs that respond to disasters and emergencies. 

   Programs concerned with the threat of nuclear war have been the subject of controversy, because of the incalculable results of such an event. Plans to evacuate city populations to rural areas, for example, were effectively shelved in the early 1980s, apparently because they were rejected by many state and city governments as unfeasible and unrealistic. 

   Ref: MSN Encarta.
Transcribed from the Schenectady Gazette-June 28, 1954, pg. 3:

16 in Alplaus Complete Civil Defense Medical Class

Sixteen Alplaus residents have completed a civil defense medical aide training class.

E. Melvin Hadsell of the Schenectady city school adult division was the instructor for the 12-week class.  The program is sponsored by William H. Dunn, county defense director, and Dr. Malcolm A. Bouton, chief of CD medical services.

CERTIFICATES for completing the course on Thursday were presented to:

Edith Boulton, Charles Burkhard, Eleanor Burkhard, Eileen Cheney, Elizabeth Dawson, Gardner Dingley, Gloria Ericson, Thomas Grubb, Mary Herrick, Mary Kardash, Mrs. Fred Kindl, Carol Riddell, David Robinson, Carol Robinson, Jeanne Story and Marion Youngblood.




 


  THOMAS H. CULVER                       399-5557


   38 SARATOGA ROAD          SCOTIA, N.Y. 12302





                       Residential – Commercial


      HOLLENBECK PAVING CORP.


BLACKTOP





      DRIVEWAY          ROAD       PARKING AREA
























































BLOOD DRIVE


WE NEED YOU





Friday, May 12th


1:30-6:30 pm


Alplaus Fire House


Call 399-0184


for appointment








 


E. GRAY WATKINS


ATTORNEY AT LAW


GENERAL PRACTICE





 REAL ESTATE


WILLS, TRUSTS & ESTATES      371-6125


CORPORATE LAW                      1745 RT. 9


PERSONAL INJURY               Clifton Park, N.Y.

















      











PAGE  

