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 The Population of Alplaus Increases by 1

On Thursday, January 19th, 2005 a new resident of this great town moved to Hill Street.

   Born to Paul and Kathleen Schnitzer, Trevor Feddersen Schnitzer was 9 pounds 12 ounces at birth and 21 inches long. His grandparents are Peter and Helen Schnitzer of Colonie and Cliff and Mary Goble of the open road. (You may have seen their motor home in Trevor’s driveway last summer). He also is blessed with Great-Grandmas Inge Panko and Mabel Carcia.  
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        Happy Valentine's Day!      

Alplaus Historical Society




by Cliff Hayes
At our meeting in January, nine participants attended. Judy Harris reported on house surveys and suggested we concentrate on the oldest homes in the village. Discussion and review of some donated easement documents regarding the sewer installation in the 1930’s was a topic at the meeting. The next meeting is tentatively set for March 16, 2006.   

On the Hill
This Home Town News brings both good and sad news. The passing of two long term residents, Betty Hopson and Gil West is noted with articles of remembrance in this HTN.

  The arrival of Trevor Feddersen Schnitzer to relatively new residents Paul and Kathleen on Hill Street is good news. The success of the Chili Extravaganza as a midwinter fun event (and money maker for the Ladies Auxiliary) is good news too. It looks like it will be another annual Alplaus event.

   Finally I'd like to share an e-mail comment I received recently from a former Alplaus resident:

  "I want you to know that the Home Town News of Alplaus is appreciated by people as far away as Palm Desert, CA.

     Just to let you know your efforts are well appreciated by many that you do not know."  Charles Foot

Charles' comment reflects the good memories that growing up and living in our friendly hamlet leaves with those who move elsewhere. He also encourages us in the publishing of the HTN each month….AWH

__________________________________________________________​​​​________________________
Alplaus Fire Department  
   Calls for January 2005

	Date
	Alarm

Time
	Incident #
	Call Type
	Location
	# Fire Fighters
	Fire Fighter Hours

	06 JAN 2006
	14:31
	1
	Medical Emergency
	St. Anthony
	15
	5.00

	06 JAN 2006
	21:50
	2
	Medical Emergency
	Brookside
	 5
	3.00

	06 JAN 2006
	13:37
	3
	Medical Emergency
	Alplaus Avenue
	 7
	3.73

	08 JAN 2006
	16:40
	4
	Vehicle Accident
	Alplaus Avenue
	 5
	4.75

	09 JAN 2006
	21:24
	5
	CO Call
	Woodhaven Drive
	13
	9.10

	12 JAN 2006
	07:47
	6
	Medical Emergency
	Alplaus Avenue
	 3
	1.50

	15 JAN 2006
	00:00
	7
	Vehicle Accident
	Bruce Drive and Glenridge Road
	10
	2.50

	15 JAN 2006
	23:48
	8
	Medical Emergency
	Butterfield
	 4
	1.67

	18 JAN 2006
	11:00
	9
	Medical Emergency
	Bath Street
	 7
	1.52

	18 JAN 2006
	15:55
	10
	Pump Out
	Butterfield
	 9
	4.80

	20 JAN 2006
	12:49
	11
	Medical Emergency
	Glenridge Road
	 6
	2.70

	21 JAN 2006
	10:37
	12
	Medical Emergency
	Bruce Drive
	10
	3.50

	21 JAN 2006
	13:59
	13
	Other Emergency
	Maple Avenue
	15
	6.75

	21 JAN 2006
	14:05
	14
	Other Emergency
	Hetcheltown Road
	15
	5.25

	21 JAN 2006
	16:07
	15
	Other Emergency
	Brookside
	11
	4.58

	22 JAN 2006
	12:46
	16
	Mutual Aid
	Tryon
	13
	14.30

	24 JAN 2006
	00:32
	17
	Medical Emergency
	Bruce Drive
	 7
	3.97

	25 JAN 2006
	08:32
	18
	Medical Emergency
	Alplaus Avenue
	 7
	2.92


Alplaus Fire Department News



by Bob Culver

Congratulations to Kathleen Sheppeck and Scott Runkel on receiving their certification as Emergency Medical Technicians. It was a long course but we appreciate the effort. A great many of our calls are medically related.

   We also welcome new members John Szarowski and Autumn Perrino. They also bring medical skills with them, John is an EMT and Autumn is a Paramedic. 

   Tom Kiernan and Mike Sheppeck were honored as the Social and Firemanic Firefighters of the year, respectively, at the Annual Alplaus Fire Company Banquet on February 4, 2006.

   The members extend condolences to Norm Hopson on the death of his wife Betty on January 25, 2007.

Ladies Auxiliary


by Vicki Watkins
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   We’ve had a great start to 2006 with our post-holiday dinner at the Glen Sanders Mansion and the Chili Competition and Sampling at the Firehouse. Both events were a huge success. The Glen Sanders dinner was delicious and well attended (31-strong) and our First Chili Extravaganza was just awesome! People came from far and wide offering us their favorite recipes and/or coming to taste them. Our meeting room was filled with people, tasty food and good cheer. A special thanks to everyone that made this event so enjoyable. We have already made plans for next year’s event!  

   The winners were:  

1st Prize:          Joe DeAngelis

1st Runner Up:  Pat Coppola

2nd Runner Up: Charlene Petricca

3rd Runner Up: Art Harris

   We will be delivering welcome baskets to our new neighbors in the spring to welcome them to our wonderful hamlet. If you have a new neighbor, please let us know so that we can add them to our list.

   Our February meeting date has been changed from Monday 2/27 to Wednesday 3/1 so that the Alplaus Resident’s Association can have a Sewer Informational Meeting on the 27th.  We will meet at 7 pm at the firehouse. We will begin planning our spring and summer activities such as a Red Cross Blood Drive, a summer flower bulb sale, the annual Flea Market & Garage Sale and our Fourth of July float.

   Please join us if you can and bring your ideas for programs and activities for the new year. If you have any questions please call Vicki Watkins at 399-0184.

__________________________________________________________​​​​_______________________
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Gilbert West

1914 - 2006
Charter and 75 year Member

Alplaus Fire Department

On February 2, 2006 at 5:45 am Alplaus lost one of its most outstanding citizens. Although he resided in Florida in recent years he spent most of his life on Second Street in the village.

   He was the sole surviving charter member and a Past President of the Alplaus Volunteer Fire Company. He also held many line officer positions.

   Gil was the unofficial historian and watchdog for the village, keeping track of people, places and things. A familiar sight around the village he would often be found at the firehouse, repairing, painting, cleaning, washing the trucks, or doing anything and everything to make the fire equipment and fire house more safe and efficient.

   He was a friend, a teacher, an excellent role model for the younger generation, and a strong presence for an honest work ethic. But most of all he was a gentlemen to one and all.

   His twinkling eyes, cheery hello and friendly smile will be remembered and missed by all who knew him.

   Our heartfelt sympathies go out to his wife Jean, son Roy and daughter Ann. 

   There will be a memorial service at the Alplaus Fire House in the summer. He donated his body to the University of Florida Medical School.

   For those who would like to send a card or note to his family:

Jean West

2755 River Trace Circle

Bradenton, Florida 34208

 [image: image4.png]


Alplaus Explorer Post 885

by Kathleen Sheppeck

 A new year is underway, beginning the third year of Explorer Post 885. A new slate of officers was elected. Alex Coppola is remaining as President. Jack Lamanna is our new Vice President, Joe Zakriski is the new Secretary, and Kailyn Sheppeck is remaining as treasurer. 

   Another change is that the Post is now meeting on the second and fourth Tuesdays of the month. Anyone interested in joining us is always welcome to stop in and visit.

   In January the Post members participated with the Firefighters in a search and rescue drill. Congratulations to the Explorers, who comprised the only team to successfully find and remove the victim.

____________________________________________________​​​​_______________________________
The Apartment House

 



by Pat Coppola

We heard about the apartment from friends and literally flew over to check it out. We'd been living in the city, but fumes and cantankerous neighbors had us looking for a place in the country.

There were two apartments available and we checked them both. One was a high rise and the other at ground level. We met some of the other residents and found them to be very friendly and helpful.  Without hesitation we decided to move into the high rise and within hours we had started to set up our new home. Although not large, it was nonetheless cozy and comfortable. Our own little love nest!  We knew that this was the place where we could raise our children.

   It was the middle of winter and we planned to start our family in the spring. With this in mind I furnished our home with colorful bits and pieces and Rudy build strong sturdy furnishings.

We were in for a big surprise when our neighbors showed us the gourmet buffet that was set out each morning for all the apartment dwellers. Rain or snow or sunshine the tables were always full of a variety of wonderful treats.

We enjoy meeting everyone and learning which branch of the apartment complex they live in. We have some very colorful neighbors. One guy, who wears a blue suit with splashes of black and white has a very arrogant macho personality and was not overly friendly. On the lower level we met Stanley and Gladys. He was a bright cheery fellow; his wife was slightly drab but very nice. We quietly referred to them as the 'Cardinals'.

   There were others there, all different, and we hope to get to know them all. One we haven't met yet is a lady who always wears a black and white hooded coat with a red dot on the back of the hood. Then there is the one with the yellow dress and open black coat, the pinstriped Dapper Dan with the tufted hair, the tiny little brown ladies who are always darting back and forth, and the big mostly grayish men who don't seem to know how to smile (they seem a little sad to me), but when I smiled and called Good Morning to one he nodded his head and quietly returned my greeting. Others we haven't formally met yet sing out a pleasant hello when passing by.

   I know I'm going to love it here, in fact I already do!

   If you'd like to come and visit sometime, just come out to any big pine tree that has a feeder in the vicinity, sit quietly for a few minutes and eventually you'll see all of us!  
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ARA News

Clarence Mosher Retirement.  I was pleased to represent the Alplaus Residents Association at a recent celebration of Glenville Town Supervisor Clarence Mosher’s retirement. He mentioned in his remarks that he had adopted Alplaus, and that we were one of his very favorite communities. I’ve worked with Clarence for nearly three years and he’s always been a representative who keeps his word and works tirelessly for the constituents of Glenville.  Clarence thanked me for coming to his retirement celebration, and when I told him I wouldn’t miss it because he’s always been good to me, he reminded me that he didn’t treat me any differently than he did any constituent. Very true, and it’s what made him someone I admire as a public servant. You may disagree with his politics and his decisions, but there’s no question that he cared deeply about the people of Glenville. Happy retirement, Clarence!

Sewer Extension & Upgrades to Existing System.  

Calling all Alplaus residents:  Put Monday, February 27th at 7PM on your calendar and plan to attend an informational meeting about the sewer extension and upgrades to the existing system.  Construction is planned to begin this year, and this will be a chance to get answers to your questions on where the lines will go, what costs will be to residents, how residents can prepare for the start of construction, and anything else you’d like to know.  All Alplaus residents should attend, because all will be affected by the changes.
   Attending will be Town of Glenville Superintendent of Public Works Rick LeClair and others from the town, along with consulting engineer Mark Kestner.  I hope to see you at the meeting.

ARA Board Meeting.  Speaking of meetings, the ARA Board is having a meeting Wednesday, February 8th, also at 7PM at the firehouse. We will be discussing plans for the informational meeting and for our annual meeting in March, along with other items. All fire district residents are welcome to join us. If you have an item that you would like put on the agenda, please let me know by Tuesday evening.

ARA Board Nominations.  Jessica Evans of our nominating committee will be looking at the slate of officers and representatives for next year, so if you’re interested in getting involved or have someone you’d like to nominate, please contact Jessica. The Board meets three times per year plus the annual meeting, assists with ARA events, and provides advice and counsel on issues of concern to our hamlet. We hope that you’ll join us!

Citizen of the Year.  We are seeking nominations for the Alplaus Citizen of the Year, to be presented at our annual meeting in March. If you have someone whose contributions to the community have gone above and beyond this year, please let me know. We’re delighted to seek nominations from the community.

Developments—Nothing Recent.  There is nothing new to report on the proposed Yates Farm development or a neighbor’s proposal to build a seasonal home on land they own next to the Mohawk River and the Alplaus Creek. The next step for both projects is an update at the Glenville Environmental Conservation Committee monthly meeting, but neither has been scheduled in the past two months. If you’d like additional information on either project, feel free to contact me.

Barb Casey   399-5714

[image: image7.wmf]bcasey@skidmore.edu
.

_______________________________________________________​​​​________________________​​​​​​____
[image: image8.jpg]MAIL CENTER USA
Were Tust Bettor AL /£

TED BURY
641 Grooms Rd. @ Vischer Ferry Rd. Phone (518) 371-1560
Clifton Park, NY 12065 Fax (518) 371-1546

A UNIT OF DE SAPIO PACKAGING CORPORATION



[image: image9.png]


                       

Alplaus Bird Line

            

 by Shawna Thompson

 

   As suspected, there are people watching the birds out there! The Alplaus Bird Line has received calls reporting our winter regulars: Chickadees, Tufted Titmice, Woodpeckers (Hairy, Downy and Red-Bellied), male Cardinals, a cold and miserable Robin early in the month and a flock of Robins during the warm spell we had, Carolina Wrens, Turkeys, Red-tailed Hawks, Blue Jays, Crows, White-Breasted Nuthatches and Turkey Vultures. Sue Winchester reported that the Great Horned Owls have been hooting up a storm at the end of Hill Street. 

   Surprisingly, January is the time when these owls nest. I hear them often late at night, but their soft voices sound like they come from every direction so it is very hard to determine where they are. On nights when the moon is bright and I hear the owls I will go out and scan the tree branches looking for them, but have had no luck yet. These owls are very large, 25 inches tall, and eat everything from frogs and mice to grouse and rabbits. The young will leave the nest before they can fly, and spend about a week on the ground. The parents will bring them food, but it is a very vulnerable time for them. I was lucky enough to find 2 owlets under their tree a couple years ago in the Vischer Ferry nature preserve and went back several times to see them. One evening Muriel Ciancetta joined me. We set up chairs across the field from the owlets and sat quietly hoping to see the parents fly down and feed the young, which we could hear softly hooting. The only feeding we experienced, though, was the mosquitoes that got a meal from us! It finally got too cold and too dark and we had to give up. 

   Keep those calls coming! I was asked if anyone has reported a Red-Breasted Nuthatch, but no one has. They are a smaller cousin to the White-Breasted Nuthatch and are in the area, so keep your eyes peeled. If you spot one call it in to the Bird Line at 399-0490 (9 am to 9 pm). Also keep a watch out for the Pileated Woodpecker. He's often spotted at this time of year. 

_______________________________________________________​​​​____________________________
        Heather's Thank You Note

I would like to apologize that it has taken so long to write a well deserved thank you. We needed to time to digest everything, it all happened so fast. The Yager and Cresser family would like to extend our deepest appreciation for all the concerns and prayers that you have bestowed on us.

   It is so nice and reassuring that so many people have Heather in their thoughts.

   Heather's spirit and determination are inspirational. My husband Mike and I are very proud of her. Her spirit and perseverance have given her the energy to fight this very serious illness; we believe this has come from so many people praying for her. When we were first told 


of her illness and realized the seriousness of her disease we were not in the holiday spirit at all, so shopping was the last thing on our minds. 

    We would like to extend our thanks for the wonderful things that you blessed us with. It was evident that you all gave from the heart. We enjoyed a beautiful Christmas together that otherwise would not have happened. Heather has always been a very spiritual person and has a strong faith in God. We truly believe that with all your prayers, like the poem footprints in the sand, God is truly carrying her.

Thank you all so much,

Meg Yager and Cresser family

Good-Bye to a Dear Friend




by Faith Weldon

When I was asked to write an article in memory of Betty Hopson for the Hometown News, I was and am still wondering how to capture on paper the essence of this remarkable woman.

   Could it be when we first moved next door to her and Norman over 20 years ago and she dashed over to help me choose a mini-blind for a large window? In no time flat, the custom blind appeared, sized perfectly. Betty probably installed it as well, knowing her. I don’t recall. I do remember her energy, efficiency and service.

   A decade later, it was time for us to re-landscape our yard. I referred our designer on his very first visit, to the yard next door, the Hopsons’, claiming I wanted our yard to look just like theirs. Eventually a sort of gardening partnership evolved, formalized by a special, private set of steps connecting our yards. Garden tours, fish ponds, rototilling and plant sharing followed. Betty mostly shared her plants with me. I looked to her for ideas and inspiration. One never, ever knew what new plant or objet trouvé had been welcomed to a special niche in the Hopson yard. I particularly remember a squat and happy statue of Buddha who resided under the ferns for a time.

   Inside the house, the ever-changing decorating made any drop-in visit a discovery.  Every so often, the downstairs rooms would acquire a new look as furniture was rearranged, curtains replaced, slip covers added, tile installed, carpeting removed, colors changed, doors out, windows in. I marveled that each change somehow seemed to improve the décor. The same may be said for social occasions. No detail was overlooked by Betty in the preparation and elaborate presentation of things to eat.    

   Some time after retiring, Betty discovered the world of painting. With typical gusto, she involved herself in seemingly every type of class offered in the area, tried every medium, won awards, began teaching, joined art leagues, painted big and small (large works were her preferred), and exhibited her work in all venues she could think of. Her too small upstairs studio gave way to a take over of the basement with its own private entrance to “Le Gallery”. Every day offered her the opportunity to embellish, expand, improve and share her love of painting. She never stopped.

   At this point you must have some inkling of the extraordinary energy that this original, creative woman possessed until her last day. As I dig in my garden over here in Glenville this spring or as I work on a new painting, I will feel her close in spirit. 

 Good-by dear friend. 

_______________________________________________________​​​​___________________________

From The Archives


                                   by Cliff Hayes

The year was 1915, WWI had begun the previous year and our president was Woodrow Wilson. Alplaus was growing in population. The church had been organized, a lot purchased & plans were being made for digging the foundation for the building. 

   Babies were being baptized & some services were held in the schoolhouse. The school itself was becoming overcrowded, so plans were being made to add another level of classrooms. Trolley service between Schenectady & Saratoga, with stops at either end of Bruce Drive had been in existence for a number of years.
   But apparently with all the hustle & bustle, darkness in Alplaus was an issue.

Transcribed from the Schenectady Gazette-June 16, 1915, page seven:

ALPLAUS TO DISCUSS QUESTION ON LIGHTING

A special meeting of the Alplaus Civic Improvement Association [now ARA] will be held Thursday night at 8 o’clock to discuss the matter of more lights.  Every resident of Alplaus interested in the proper lighting of the village has been requested to be present at this meeting.




 


E. GRAY WATKINS


ATTORNEY AT LAW


GENERAL PRACTICE





 REAL ESTATE


WILLS, TRUSTS & ESTATES      371-6125


CORPORATE LAW                      1745 RT. 9


PERSONAL INJURY               Clifton Park, N.Y.

















      






























































 


  THOMAS H. CULVER                       399-5557


   38 SARATOGA ROAD          SCOTIA, N.Y. 12302





                       Residential – Commercial


      HOLLENBECK PAVING CORP.


BLACKTOP





      DRIVEWAY          ROAD       PARKING AREA














PAGE  

