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Call Vicki at 399-0184 for table or space rental

Call Kathy at Post Office at 399-8048 

to place your home garage sale on the map
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On the Hill   
This issue of the Home Town News is brought to you by courtesy of Vicki Watkins’ laptop since my computer has fallen victim to an apparent spy attack and was not operable last week. My thanks to Vicki and all contributors for helping to cope with this situation. It feels like a family member has been severely wounded and you hope that you can nurse them back to health.  Wish me luck.

   The death of two long time members of the fire department and current events added a couple of pages to this issue. Be sure to note the “sewer walkarounds” in the evenings of May 8 and 9. This will be an opportunity to get questions answered right at your house by town officials and the consulting engineers. See page 5 for more details and the time for the walkaround on your street.

   Let us all take time to honor our mothers this month. Their influence on our lives cannot be over estimated nor fully appreciated.  And remember all those who have gone on before us on Memorial Day.

__________________________________________________________​​​​________________________
Alplaus Fire Department  
   Calls for April 2006

	Incident #
	Date
	Alarm Time
	Call Type
	Location
	Fire Fighters
	Fire Fighter Hours

	74
	28-Apr-06
	9:50
	  Medical Emergency 
	  Maria Court 
	7
	0.6

	73
	24-Apr-06
	23:25
	  Other Emergency 
	  Pinewood Drive 
	8
	2.7

	72
	24-Apr-06
	10:17
	  Medical Emergency 
	  Mohawk Avenue
	6
	2.0

	71
	24-Apr-06
	7:37
	  Medical Emergency 
	  Hetcheltown Road 
	7
	3.3

	70
	23-Apr-06
	5:21
	  Medical Emergency 
	  Woodcrest Drive 
	8
	6.3

	69
	23-Apr-06
	10:32
	  Medical Emergency 
	  Woodcrest Drive 
	8
	4.5

	68
	23-Apr-06
	7:57
	  False Alarm Fire 
	  Ronald Reagan Way 
	13
	12.6

	67
	21-Apr-06
	9:52
	  Mutual Aid Standby 
	  Charlton Road 
	5
	0.3

	66
	19-Apr-06
	8:38
	  Mutual Aid Scene 
	  Route 146 
	6
	0.2

	65
	17-Apr-06
	13:01
	  Water Rescue 
	  Mohawk River 
	10
	10.0

	64
	15-Apr-06
	2:46
	  Vehicle Accident 
	  Glenridge Road 
	8
	13.2

	63
	12-Apr-06
	13:54
	  Other Emergency 
	  Ronald Reagan Way 
	6
	1.8

	62
	7-Apr-06
	23:20
	  Alarm of Fire 
	  Hetcheltown Road 
	7
	0.9

	61
	5-Apr-06
	9:09
	  Mutual Aid Scene 
	  Birch Lane 
	8
	1.2

	60
	2-Apr-06
	8:31
	  Alarm of Fire
	  Hetcheltown Road 
	13
	4.1


A New Mourning Drape

For some time the Mourning Drape used to denote the passing of members had been in serious need of replacement.  Much discussion and searching failed to remedy the problem.

Thankfully, Pat Beaver attacked the issue and made a new drape for us.  It not only looks better, but it is easier to put up!

Pat also notes the person's name on the sign for whom it is displayed.   Many thanks Pat!

The Fire Company and the Community mourn the loss of two long time members in April.  These losses along with the death of Gil West in February mark the passing of some of our oldest members.

Roger W. Story

Roger W. Story passed away at home on April 8.    He was 81 years of age and had served the Fire Company since 1954.

   He was a man of many talents from a musician to an engineer to a master mechanic to an airman, to name a few.  He had rebuilt a retired service van for the Fire Department, which had been donated by General Electric, into our first rescue truck in the early 1970's.

   He has always been an avid aviator since being bitten by the flying bug in World War II where he flew C47s in the Southwest Pacific.

   He served the Fire Company as Financial Secretary, Vice President, President and Trustee.

   For many years Roger and Jeanne were instrumental in organizing the "Monte Carlo Night" held at the firehouse each New Years Eve.  His skills at the keyboard were enjoyed right up until the end of 2005 at many gatherings for the Fire Company as well as the Senior Citizens Center to name a few.

   Survivors include his wife Jeanne, two sons, Ray and his wife Pamela of Scotia, Charlie and his wife Debra of Alplaus and daughter Ellen of Alplaus, two grandchildren and one great grandchild.

   There was a graveside service at the Saratoga National Cemetery in Schuylerville with full military honors on April 13.
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Harry M. Christiance

Harry M. "Sheepy" Christiance died April 4 2006, at the Douglas Jacobson Veteran's Home in Port Charlotte, Florida. He was 88.

   He was born in Alplaus and had been a member of the Alplaus Fire Company since 1937.  He served in the U.S. Army during World War II.

   Sheepy was an avid golfer, a pastime he enjoyed in Florida with his wife Bobby until she passed away.

   During his time with the Fire Company he served as Lieutenant, Captain, Corresponding Secretary, President and Trustee.

   His daughter, Kathleen Mahoney of Venice, Florida, two grandchildren and three great grandchildren survive Harry.

   Two sons died in a tragic automobile crash in Vermont in February 1968.

   Memorial contributions may be made to:

Douglas Jacobson Veterans Home Activity Fund

21281 Grayton Terrace

Port Charlotte, Florida 33964

Ladies Auxiliary
by Vicki Watkins

The Auxiliary will be VERY busy in May, June and July.  Our activities will include the Red Cross Blood Drive, the Annual Alplaus Village Wide Flea Market and Garage Sale and Paddling for a Cure. The entire community, and beyond, are invited to participate in these events so please spread the word.  We are also working on planting flowers around the firehouse and Ted Schwarz Memorial Park, putting up the flags along Alplaus Avenue (thanks to Gary Withey) and planning for the Fire Company’s Old Timers’ Dinner.

   The Red Cross Blood Drive will be held on Friday, May 12th from 1:30-6:30 pm at the Alplaus Firehouse.  Giving blood is a way to give back!   Please make an appointment by calling Vicki at 399-0184 or the Post Office at 399-8048.  Walk-ins welcome but scheduling a appointment is even better.  If you need any more incentive, delicious home-made baked goods will be provided to each donor!  Please call today. 

   The Village Wide Flea Market and Garage Sale will be Saturday, June 3rd.  You can set up at the firehouse either by renting a table for $15 or bringing your own table and renting the space for just $10.  The prime real estate, tables under the pavilion, is reserved on a first-come first-serve basis so get your reservations in soon by calling Vicki at 399-0184.  If you are interested in having a garage sale at your house and would like to be put on our map, please sign up at the post office with Kathy. The fee is $5.  The cook shack will be open for both breakfast and lunch and we will be offering our usual delicious menu.
   Mark your calendars for Sunday, July 16th for our first time event of Paddling for a Cure.  Please see the separate article in this HTN for more details.  

   Our next business meeting will be Monday, May 22nd.  We will begin at 6:30 with a covered dish supper and then Kim Sheely will treat us with a group flower craft.  The Auxiliary is always interested in welcoming new members.  Please feel free to attend any of our meetings.  Call Vicki Watkins at 399-0184 if you have any questions.

__________________________________________________________​​​​_______________________
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ARA News
Help for Our Neighbors. Do you have limited means, or are you worried about a neighbor who does?  Are you concerned that you might need to sell your home because you can’t afford the construction and other costs of the sewer extension and upgrade?

   If this describes you or someone you know, please call ARA President Barb Casey at 399-5714 or e-mail her at bcasey@skidmore.edu by June 1.

   We are working to identify neighbors who need help so that we can determine the best plan for getting them assistance.  All information will be kept strictly confidential.

Sewer Walkarounds  The ARA is scheduling walkarounds with town officials and the consulting engineers on Monday, May 8 and Tuesday, May 9 for those residents who are on the sewer extension.  Please take advantage of this opportunity to get answers to questions about your own situation.  Meet at the firehouse at the start of the time for your house.  Two walkarounds will be conducted at the same time.

   Below is the proposed schedule.  I will e-mail changes, if any, and put them on the post office door and Samuel’s bulletin board.

Monday, May 8:  

5:30 pm   Snyder, Riverside

5:30 pm    Brookside   

6:30 pm    Mohawk Avenue

6:30 pm    Belmont, South

Tuesday, May 9:

5:30 pm    east side (odd numbers) Hill Street

5:30 pm    west side (odd numbers) Hill Street

6:30 pm    Alplaus Avenue

6:30 pm    Bruce Drive

The project is going out to bid in mid-May!

 Barb Casey   399-5714

bcasey@skidmore.edu
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Uncle Sam needs you!  Alright, it’s not Uncle Sam, but your Alplaus neighbors who need you to help with Fourth of July festivities.  It requires a small army of people to set up, work at, and break down the various activities for the week.  

   There is a sign-up sheet in the post office (or you can contact Mike Sheppeck or Barb Casey if you’d like to help out in some way), but please join us.  It’s not much work, it’s a lot of fun to get to know your neighbors better, and it can’t happen without you.  If you really can’t help, but want to show your support, please feel free to make a monetary contribution to the effort.  All donations are welcome and can be sent to ARA, PO Box 185, Alplaus, NY  12008.  If you’d like it to be a contribution in honor or in memory of someone, please let us know and we’ll include that information in the list of activities we publish.

   Significant events are:

Sunday, 6/27
Church Ecumenical        Service at the firehouse pavilion

Saturday, 7/3
Alplaus Block Party at the firehouse pavilion

Sunday, 7/4

32nd Anniversary Alplaus Fourth of July Parade

   Please join us for all of the activities. And if you’d like to be IN the parade, contact Mike Sheppeck at 399-7115 or Barb Casey at 399-5714.

Calling All Artists
Artists of any age are encouraged to join our Alplaus t-shirt art contest.  The winning design will be printed on t-shirts sold during Fourth of July festivities!  We’ve done a t-shirt art contest before with school-age kids, now everyone can have a chance.  The t-shirt judging committee will include Trish Abatto, Alice Culver, Jessica Evans, and Tom Donlon.

   Deadline for entries is May 25, so get to work on a design!

Here are a few guidelines:

1) Use the blank entry forms available at the post office.

2) Keep it simple.  Complicated designs are hard to reproduce.

3) Winning entry must have the word Alplaus in the design.

4) Use red, white, and blue as your colors.

5) Use colored pencils or markers for your design.

6) Work must be your own—no reproductions of other artwork or outside help.

7) Return finished designs to the Alplaus Post Office or mail to ARA, PO Box 185, Alplaus, NY 12008 on or before the deadline.  We won’t be able to consider entries received after May 25.

Questions?  Call Barb Casey at 399-5714 or Tom Donlon at 399-9399.

Alplaus Explorer Post 885

by Kathleen Sheppeck

The Explorers of Post 885 participated in two drills in the month of April.  Along with the Firefighters, the explorers practiced the skills required for patient extrication in motor vehicle accidents.  These included scene size-up, manual c-spine stabilization, the use of collars and two types of backboards.  Documentation and trauma assessment were also touched upon. 

   The second monthly drill covered hazardous materials (Hazmat). The explorers learned how to identify various hazardous materials by the type of container and by placards.  They were taught how to utilize resources to determine the risks posed by a given material and the initial actions needed in emergency response to hazmat incidents. It was a good opportunity for them to show their more recent classroom knowledge of chemistry to the firefighters,          
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Making Preparations

Members of the Alplaus Residents Association, fire department, and auxiliary had a presentation Thursday, April 27 on preparations the Schenectady County Public Health Administration (SCPHA) is making in the event of an avian flu outbreak or a pandemic.  A pandemic is defined as a global outbreak of a flu virus that causes serious human illness and spreads easily from person to person.  There have been no pandemics since 1968, but they do occur periodically and the SCPHA used this session with key Alplaus volunteers to determine what information the public needs about a possible flu outbreak and how that information should be presented.

   Carolyn Kallner, Deputy Commissioner, and Joanne Cocozzoli, Assistant Director of Prevention and Patient Services, gave us a lot of information about the recent avian flu that many of you have heard about in the news.  A couple of facts you should know:

· There is currently no avian flu in North America.  (This also means that you should feel comfortable with continuing to feed and fill birdbaths in your yard, although wearing gloves while doing so is always a good idea.)

· Avian flu is typically transmitted from birds to humans; there is no form that is easily transmitted from human to human.

· Avian flu in Asia shows less than 200 cases out of billions of people.

· Procedures are being planned and put in place in case avian flu or any other easily transmitted disease that makes people seriously ill should come to our region.

· Local people helping their neighbors will have the most impact should a pandemic ever occur, which means a tightly-knit community like Alplaus should be in good shape.

   SCPHA will take our suggestions and probably develop a town-meeting format to inform people about steps they can take, many of which are common sense preventions of any illness:

· Wash your hands frequently.

· Practice “respiratory etiquette,” meaning cover your mouth when you cough or sneeze.

· Stay home when you’re sick to avoid spreading the disease.

   Sound familiar?  Advice from your mother, perhaps?  We always knew our mothers were right!  There will be copies of a handout on the topic at the post office, should anyone be interested in additional information.  You can also check the agency’s website at www.schenectadycounty.com and click on the public health tab on the left margin.

 Barb Casey   399-5714

bcasey@skidmore.edu
_______________________________________________________​​​​________________________​​​​​​____
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Alplaus Bird Line

            

 by Shawna Thompson

 

     Reporting this month’s bird activity covers many stages, from returning birds to plumage changes for spring, to nesting activity. Several callers early in the month noted goldfinches changing from their winter olive drab to the brilliant yellow and black they sport in spring. Many species have returned to Alplaus: Finches in Harry Casey’s yard; Eastern Phoebes; Tree Sparrows with their bright chestnut caps; White Throated Sparrows calling “Poor Sam Peabody” and Boat Tailed Grackles have all been reported.

     Now that the birds have returned we are hearing a lot of their songs as they seek out mates. There is also a lot of nesting activity going on.  Charlie and I have had Eastern Phoebes nesting on a shelf under our eaves for nearly 20 years. They can get quite defensive and will swoop down over the heads of any intruders. Unfortunately, the past two years this nest has fallen victim to Brown-Headed Cowbirds, which are also back from the south. These parasitic birds don’t build a nest of their own. Instead, they lay an egg in another bird’s nest, leaving the foster parents to raise the young. Since the host family is usually a smaller species, the young cowbird takes most of the food and often pushes the smaller birds out of the nest. 
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     Helen Robinson and Betsy Cotton have both sighted the Red-Breasted Nuthatch. Helen also has seen Evening Grosbeaks and a Yellow Crowned Kinglet. She and several other neighbors reported the group of 6-8 Turkey Vultures that have been around the past few evenings. 

     If you are walking along the river at dusk watch for Tree Swallows and Barn Swallows. Constant twittering and chattering accompany their acrobatic flight in search of insects. They can skim just above the surface of the water, or fly very high in large groups. According to my Audubon Society guidebook it is estimated the Barn Swallows cover as much as 600 miles in a day finding food for their young!

     Shortly after dark on April 26 I spotted a Great Blue Heron walking on the mudflats along the shore of the river. He was silhouetted against the reflecting light on the surface of the water, and made a very picturesque scene. Keep your cameras with you and don’t forget the Ladies Auxiliary Photo Contest!

     The most exciting find this month has to be the group of 11 Snow Geese first spotted on April 11 by Jessica Evans and Sheri McGovern. Surprisingly, they remained for a couple weeks and may even still be around. These white geese breed in the Arctic regions of North America and must have felt the famous Alplaus Hospitality to make them stick around when they should be flying back to Hudson Bay. 

     April sightings bring the species count to 40. Call the Alplaus Bird Line at 399-0490 (9 am to 9 pm) or e-mail swanalaka@aol.com to report what you see. 

_______________________________________________________​​​​____________________________


     Paddling For A Cure 

 

Sanctioned by the American Canoe Association

   The Ladies Auxiliary of the Alplaus Volunteer Fire Company is always busy.  The past year has seen this active group contributing to the community in many different ways: from Red Cross Blood Drives, to collecting items for the battered women’s shelter, to making 75 quilts for wounded soldiers.  With just a few weeks of planning, they put together a holiday cookie sale that brought in over $500 in profit.  They still weren't tired, so then they held a chili contest and people said it was the best in the area, with a disk jockey from 103.1 taking first prize.

      NOW!!!!! They want others to join them in a paddle down the Mohawk River in kayaks and canoes to help pledge support for breast cancer through the American Cancer Society. They would like you to participate in this adventure on July 16, 2006 at the Capital Region Maritime Center on Maritime Drive in Alplaus.  

     The Alplaus Ladies Auxiliary is in need of paddlers and items to raffle and give away as door prizes. The wish list ranges from the “Mother of All River Wish Items” ...A Kayak... to whatever you feel comfortable donating. The Alplaus Ladies Auxiliary will gladly add a business name to the list of sponsors that will go on all the Paddling For A Cure  registration forms. They are planning on covering a lot of territory with these forms, as they want as many people as possible to participate in the event.  So not only will you get satisfaction from doing a really good deed, but you will also get plenty of publicity for your business. You’re dealing with an extraordinary group with the Alplaus Ladies Auxiliary. These women do nothing on a small scale!!  So call or send them an e-mail and let them know YOU are as pro-active as they are.

Donate, Paddle, or Pledge

Make a Difference.  They do!
Here’s how you can help: 

· Donate an item to be used as a raffle prize or door prize. No gift is too small, or too large. Your business name will be clearly visible on any item and you will be listed as a sponsor on the registration form (due to printing deadlines we must know of your gift by May 15, 2006 to have your business name included on the registration form.) And/or 

· Paddle with the group as part of  Paddling for a Cure by completing a registration form and collecting pledges to the American Cancer Society to be used for Breast Cancer related issues. And/or 

· Make a Pledge to someone who is Paddling for a Cure. All pledged amounts will go to the American Cancer Society. And/or 

· Attend the event on Sunday July 16, 2006 at 8 AM -1 PM to cheer on the Paddlers and visit the Alplaus Ladies Auxiliary Bake sale and Concession table.

   For more information, to get registration forms or arrange for pick-up of donated items, please contact one of the Event Coordinators:  Kathy Boyle-McGarry   518-399-0848 (days); 518-399-0421 (after 5:30 pm)    kmcgarr1@nycap.rr.com or    Shawna Thompson   518-399-0490
swanalaka@aol.com
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