
ABOVE: Many properties in Alplaus experienced high levels of flooding in 
February due to an ice jam on the Mohawk River. 
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News from the ARA Board 
Mike McHale 

Greetings from the Alplaus Residents’ Association 

Our annual community meeting will be held Thursday March 22nd at 7 pm at the firehouse this year, 
we have asked town officials and one of our county legislators to attend so get your questions ready. 
Please feel free to email me any questions you have so I can make sure they come prepared with 
answers. We have a full slate of officers for the board for the upcoming year, but we are always 
happy to welcome new members. 

This was my last year as president of the ARA, I will be stepping down at our March meeting. I want 
to thank all of the residents of Alplaus for the opportunity to be of service to our community, it has 
been a pleasure! I have served as the ARA president for 5 years and I think it is time to let someone 
else take over. Of course I will remain a part of the Alplaus Resident’s Association, but I will diminish, 
and go into the west. 

As always if you have anything that you would like to bring to the attention of the ARA board please 
feel free to send an email to alplausny@gmail.com or call me at (518) 915-2547.  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RESIDENT NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Celebrating a birthday or anniversary? Have news or an announcement for the next issue of Home 
Town News? Interested in writing an article? Send it to alplausHTN12008@gmail.com. 

GET SOCIAL 
The Hamlet of Alplaus is now on Facebook and Instagram. Connect with us online! 

The Hamlet of Alplaus @alwaysalplaus

mailto:alplausHTN12008@gmail.com
mailto:alplausHTN12008@gmail.com
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News from the Chief’s Desk 
Andrew Coppola  

Chief’s Report January 2018 

There will be an Explorer Pancake Breakfast, Saturday, March 10, 2018 from 8 to 11 am  
The Explorer Post are hosting a Pancake Breakfast to raise money for their training fund. These 
young folks are the future of our department so please come out to support them and enjoy breakfast 
with your neighbors. 
 
The members of the Alplaus Fire Department 
responded to 41 alarms in the month of January. Each 
call was approximately 32 minutes in length and 
attended by an average of 6.3 members per call.  
 
Three Drills were presented in January, covering 
Personal Protective Equipment, blood borne pathogens 
and portable equipment. Two members completed ice 
rescue training at the State Fire Academy.  

THIS MONTH’S TIP 
Are your house numbers clearly visible 
from the street? Do you have your 
house numbers clearly marked on your 
mailbox? A clearly marked house 
number saves us precious minutes 
when responding to an emergency. 
Please make sure we can find you 
quickly and easily!
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Board of Fire Commissioners 
Glenville Fire District #2 

At our last meeting on February 12, the board of fire 
commissioners voted to hold a public referendum to 
purchase a new fire engine, an HME Ahrens-Fox Rescue 
Pumper. The district will need to borrow $236,000 
through the sale of municipal bonds to purchase the 
engine. The total cost of the engine is $336,000, but we 
have $100,000 in savings to put toward the new engine. 

The tax implications are estimated to be a $10 increase 
per $100,000 of assessed value for resident’s property 
taxes. The term of the bond would be 15 years. 

We will hold a public information meeting about the purchase on Wednesday, March 7 at 7 pm at the 
firehouse, 309 Alplaus Avenue, Alplaus, NY 12008. The public 
referendum be held Tuesday March 13th from 6-9 pm. All registered 
voters in the Glenville Fire District #2 are eligible to vote (Alplaus, 
Maple Ave., Woodhaven, Helen Estates). 

Notes from the Ladies Auxiliary 
Tracy Jeror 

Looking ahead to the spring, we have a blood drive scheduled for May 31st from 
2-7pm. This is the first time in about 10 years that we have held a blood drive and 
are hoping revive this life saving service. Every donation can impact 3 lives! 
Whether it’s an emergency situation, cancer or sick patients or a preemie baby – 
blood donations are crucial! Of course, O blood types are in the highest demand, 
but ALL blood types are important and useful to others. Our goal is 28 

appointments but we would LOVE to exceed that. Please, please, please consider making a difference 
in someone’s life. Less than an hour of your day can add days, weeks or years to someone else!  

Next month we meet on March 26th at 7pm. We will start to plan the Old Time Dinner, touch base 
with our Beautification plans and get the 4th of July plans in motion. We will also be assembling the 
birthday bags for the Scotia Glenville 
Food Pantry. Hope to see you there. 

CONNECT ON FACEBOOK!
Alplaus Fire Department

Alplaus Ladies Auxiliary
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Al-paws: Getting to Know Our Neighborhood Pets 
Kathy Boyle 

Haley & Twiggs 

Mike and Kathy are the proud owners of two very 
entertaining young pups. Haley the white poodle mix was 
adopted from the Animal Protective Foundation at 16 weeks 
old. She just turned four on Feb. 14th. Haley has quite a list 
of credits to her name. She graduated from all courses the 
APF provides, including Canine Good Citizen. She is also is a 
registered therapy dog with Therapy Dogs International.  
Haley also won best trick for her dancing skills. She has a 
nose like no other. She loves chasing rabbits in our yard and 
literally will sniff every board on our deck if she believes 
Peter rabbit is under there. Haley loves to also do agility.  
Stop by our backyard on a nice day and she will be 
delighted to show you her stuff. 

Twiggs is the newest 
addition to our family.  
She is a seven month old 
Double doodle.   She is 
full of puppy energy and 
so inquisitive.   She is 
also taking behavior 
training at the Animal 
Protective Foundation. 
Twiggs loves running 
around the house with 
her "baby" in her mouth 
and will empty out the 
t o y b o x a n d b r i n g 
everything outside if not 

supervised. She is extremely smoochie but a bit timid. 

If you walk by our home and the girls are outside they will 
most likely bark at you. But please say hi to them. 
Socialization is key and we are working on making them 
good neighbors. 

PAWS WITH A PURPOSE 
We’ll be featuring a beloved pet in 
each issue of Home Town News in 
order to help our neighbors get 
acquainted with the cats and dogs 
of Alplaus.  

While many readers may be 
curious to learn the story behind 
that cat or dog walking by their 
home everyday, we hope that 
getting to know these local pets 
will help foster friendship and 
goodwill between neighbors.  

We also hope that attaching a 
name and background to our 
community’s pets will help folks 
identify these special animals in 
the case of an emergency.  

Would you like your furry friend 
featured in an upcoming issue? 
Send your pet pictures and stories 
to alplausHTN12008@gmail.com. 
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Notes from the Alplaus United Methodist Church 
Lisa Beretz 

GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE 
 
Friday, March 30, 7:30pm 
“Tenebrae” Good Friday 

The Tenebrae, meaning “darkness” or 
“shadows,” dates from medieval times. 
Tenebrae was originally a series of sung 
services in monastic communities 
constituting morning and evening 
prayer, held daily Wednesday through 
Saturday of Holy Week. 

In our Good Friday observance in Alplaus, scripture, song, and silence lead us in a prolonged 
meditation on the events of salvation following the Last Supper through the entombment of Christ. 
With each progressive step of the Passion, the candles are extinguished until only the one Christ 
candle remains. It, too, will be removed. What will happen next? 

EASTER SUNDAY SERVICES, APRIL 1st 
 
Easter Morning Sunrise at 7:30am  
 
This short, simple, indoor service will include Holy Communion (gluten free available) and will focus 
on the earliest account of Easter found in the Gospel of Mark. We will pray, ponder and proclaim the 
new thing God has done as discovered by Mary and the women who first went to the tomb. 

Easter Breakfast at 8am  
 
This is a free will breakfast with pancakes, scrambled egg, breakfast sausages and bacon. Gluten Free 
pancakes will be available. 

Easter Service after Breakfast at 10:15am 

This is a traditional Easter Morning service - complete with the joyous Alleluias and Holy 
Communion (gluten free available). We will read from the Gospel of John and, like Mary, find new 
ways of recognizing and praising the risen Lord. All are welcome!  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JUST FOR KIDS 
Calling all Home Town Kids! 
Do you like to draw, write, or take photos? 
Submit your drawings, photos, or article 
ideas to Home Town News, and your work 
might be featured in a future issue! 

SEND IT TO 
ALPLAUSHTN12008@GMAIL.COM!


