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Congratulations! 

2019 ARA Citizen of the Year 
Gary Vedder 

(with County Legislator Tom Constantine, and Town Supervisor Chris Koetzle) 
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 On the Hill 
 
Today was another wonderful day at the Sheelys’. Kim and I had driven home from a week-long 
baseball adventure in Florida. Exhausted upon arriving at 5 am, I crashed on our family room 
floor. I was awakened around 9 by a strange noise. I listened carefully, thinking it may be the 
heating system as most know these older homes are always challenging. But as I focused, as 
best as my tired brain would allow, it seemed the noise was coming from a front porch window. 
There was an intermittent shadow through the closed curtains in sync with the noise. Further 
examination revealed a large robin gently bumping into the pane of glass. Every few minutes it 
would return. It was the most pleasant and welcome alarm clock ever. There are some who 
believe we come back in signs after our passing. I’m not sure if Bill Vedder, Joe Bena or Ted 
Schwarz or someone else or even just a robin was sent to welcome us back to Alplaus, wish us 
a happy spring, saying open up and see the sunshine or telling us it was almost time for church. 
It’s good to be home for spring in Alplaus. —Jeff Sheely 

_________________________________________________________________________ 
 

                                                 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This Wednesday, the ARA will formally present the Alplaus Hamlet 
Plan to the Glenville Town Board. 

They will request that it be appended to the Town Comprehensive 
Plan. 

If you're able to attend, please show your support for this historic 
moment! April 3, 7:00, Town Hall, Glenridge Road. 
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_______________________________________________________________ 

Alplaus Fire Department News 

Andrew Coppola – alplauschief@msn.com     Notes from the chief’s desk
  

 
Chiefs Report February 2019     
 
Call Summary 
The members of the Alplaus Fire Department responded to 27 alarms in the month of February. Each 
call was approximately 28 minutes in length and attended by an average of 6.0 members. 

Fire Alarm Responses:  3 Conifer Park - Alarm Drop and Overheated Motor 
Glendale – Alarm Pull Boxes  

      
Mutual Aid:   16 East Glenville (8)   Alarm Drop, MVA, and appliance fire   

Thomas Corners (5) –Alarm Drops 
Stratton – Alert One 
Rexford – Road Closure 
 

Medical Emergencies:  5 Mostly Routine 
 
Motor Vehicle Accidents: 1 Property damage only, no injuries     
 
Other Calls:   1 Wires down – Glenridge Road 
         
Boat Call   0   
 
Training 
Five Drills were presented in February, covering Ice rescue, Best practices, Ladders, Arson Awareness, 
Forcible Entry, and Tool Safety  
 
Three members completed Fire Police training. 
 
BEFO class will be presented here at Alplaus. The class runs two days a week from April through July. 
Andrew Shultz and Sean Collier will be attending. 
 
A large scale county wide water rescue drill is scheduled for April 27th. 
 
Equipment 
The lights are on the new pickup, it is now in service. The new fire engine should be delivered in April.  

Our new gear washer has arrived is hooked up and in service.   

This Month’s Safety Reminder: Before you start grilling make sure to check the tank, 

connections and hoses and make sure the grill is in an open area away from the house.  
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Chief Copploa 

mailto:alplauschief@msn.com
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Alplaus History – Alplaus Baseball 
by Jessica Polmateer 

 

Beginning in 1913, Alplaus high school students and young men in their twenties played baseball in the 
Schenectady County league.  Bill Dickson, of 2nd Street managed the team and led them to a tie with 
G.E.A.A. for first place in the league in 1917.   

During World War I, the United States had a policy of non-intervention in which the government did not 
send troops or get involved directly in military conflict, but did attempt to negotiate with the enemy 
forces.  On May 7, 1915, the Germans sunk the British RMS Lusitania and 128 Americans died in the 
attack.  President Woodrow Wilson declined to send troops but did insist on no more attacks on 
passenger ships, to which Germany agreed.  By early 1917, the Germans were again attacking vessels in 
the open water, including passenger ships.   

By the summer of 1918, the United States was actively sending troops to the front lines in France.  Many 
young men in the local area were drafted into service and there were not enough players to make up the 
baseball teams for a full league.   

In the 1920s, baseball was played in the field behind the schoolhouse, and local teams traveled via the 
trolley to Alplaus for home games.  By the late 1920s, baseball was changed to softball and the Men’s 
Club of Alplaus played into the early 1930s.   

In June 1938, the Alplaus A.C. (Athletic Club) was managed by Harvey Park.  Mid-season, the name was 
changed to the Alplaus-Moshers and managed by Bill Pope.  Elmer Mosher, the owner of a used 
automobile or coal business in Rexford sponsored the team.  George Vokins, who played on the team 
remembered that the team uniforms were from the radio station that Bill Pope worked for.  Home games 
were played on the field at the corner of Maple Avenue and Glenridge Road and sometimes included 
donkeys in the novelty games.   

On December 7, 1941, Japan bombed Pearl Harbor and other sites in the Philippines, Thailand, and 
Malaya.  The United States then declared war on Japan and Germany declared war on the United States.   

When the United States entered World War II, young men in Alplaus went off to war.  There were not 
enough players and the Alplaus-Moshers baseball team dissolved.  By 1946, Alplaus boys formed another 
baseball team.  In the 1950s, the Alplaus Eels participated in local youth leagues such as Little League, 
YMCA Buddy League and the Kiwanis League.  1954 was the last year that amateur baseball was played 
in Alplaus.  Public schools in Schenectady County began offering sports during the fifties, and boys could 
choose to play baseball at school instead. 
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The Alplaus Ladies Auxiliary 
by Tracy Jeror 

We are in the final planning stages of getting a plexiglass protective barrier in front of the 
quilt to help protect it from any accidental spills. A very exciting final stage into ensuring a 
piece of our history is saved and maintained for years to come! At the end of our 
meeting we assembled birthday bags and gathered hygiene products to donate to the 
Scotia-Glenville Food Pantry. We also enjoyed a slideshow presentation from Auxiliary 
member Caron Kuo of her recent trip to Taiwan. Looking ahead, we have set the date of 
May 30th for our next Blood Drive and planning the Old Timers’ dinner. Our next meeting 
will be April 29th at 7pm. Hope to see you there. 

____________________________________________________________________________
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ARA News 

Bud Watson and Kathleen Boyle 

 

Hello Everyone! It’s been a busy few weeks for Alplaus and we’re not ready to rest, 
not just yet. The Alplaus Hamlet Plan was adopted at the Annual Community 
Meeting last week, and now the ARA will formally present the Hamlet Plan to the 
Glenville Town Board on Wednesday, April 3. We will request that the plan be 
appended to the Town Comprehensive Plan.  If you're able to attend, please show 
your support for this historic moment! April 3, 7:00 pm, Town Hall, Glenridge Rd.  
 
If you were unable to attend the Community Meeting, we have the highlights, thanks to the 
ARA Recording Secretary Kathy Boyle: 
 

REPORT ON THE ANNUAL ALPLAUS COMMUNITY MEETING 
March 28, 2019 

 
The Alplaus Residents Annual Community Meeting was well attended. Approximately 50 
residents as well as elected town and county officials (and hoping-to-be-elected officials) 
were present.   
 
The ARA Citizen of the year for 2019 award: Was presented to Gary Vedder by Jeff 
Sheely for Gary's many years as an active Alplaus Volunteer Fire Department member as 
well as a community volunteer. A silver engraved coffee mug was presented to Gary. 
Gary's niece Amelia Esposito- George baked two phenomenal cakes for us all to enjoy in 
her uncle's honor. 
 
Special Recognition Award to Caryn Weaver: Lovely flowers and a special thank you 
card were presented by Jessica Evans to Caryn for her dedication to our community for 
taking the lead in controlling The Alplaus feral cat colony. Over 50 cats were trapped, 
spayed or neutered and vaccinated. Some were adopted. She will continue to monitor the 
colony for any new cats that may need services 
 
*Alplaus Hamlet Plan*: Gray Watkins did a brief recap of the Hamlet Plan and then 
opened the floor up to anyone who had questions before a formal resolution to adopt the 
Plan was taken. 
 
A resolution to adopt the Hamlet Plan as the official plan for the hamlet was then voted on 
by the ARA Board of Directors and the residents of Alplaus, thus giving the authority to 
formally present the Plan to the Town of Glenville Board, to the Schenectady County 
Legislature, to the NYS Assembly and NYS Senate, and to such other governing bodies as 
they deem appropriate, and to explain the plan's development process, the content of the 
plan, and to formally request that the Plan be appended to the Town of Glenville 
Comprehensive Plan and/or adopted by the Town Board and other bodies as the Master 
Plan for zoning, future development and public improvements within the Hamlet of Alplaus. 
 
Moved by: Gray Watkins Seconded by: Robert Winchester Ayes: 40 Noes: 0 Absent: 0 
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___________________________________________________________________  
 
Town and County Officials State of the Town Chris Koetzle, Supervisor Town of Glenville. 
Chris gave a brief summary of current and upcoming plans for the Town of Glenville. The 
items included: 
1. Makeover of Hannaford Plaza  
2. Freemans Bridge walking paths  
3. Glenville 2020 Bicentennial events  
4. Yates Mansion demolition and construction  
5. Investments in town parks by state grants  
6. Sidewalks from town hall to Woodhaven, sidewalks from town hall to VanBuren Dr. and 
with some engineering ideas hopefully sidewalks to link in Alplaus to Woodhaven.  
7. Water meter updates completed  
8. Solar projects  
9. Water treatment updates  
10. Town of Glenville code review to align with Town of Glenville Comprehensive Plan  
11. Debt reduction  
12. Building of capital reserve fund  
13. Inequitable sales tax distribution of less than 3% to Schenectady County's 5 towns. 
  
Schenectady County District 3 Legislator Tom Constantine also spoke with the residents 
 
1. Sales tax distribution will increase to the towns  
 
Items of interest or concern were addressed by both Town Supervisor Chris Koetzle 
and Schenectady County District 3 Legislator Tom Constantine: 
 
National Grid unsightliness: Placement of some form of screening, most likely 
shrubbery, is in the works for Snyder Lane side of area. Public Service Commission will be 
contacted if this project stalls. 
 
Speed Signs: Chris Koetzle still saying there are issues with installing them. Tom 
Constantine concurred. The dialogue will continue. 
 
Mobility Study: Tom Constantine will work with us and get us information on how to apply 
for "linkage grants". Town, County and Hamlet will need to work together on this. 
Encompasses sidewalks/widened shoulder/crosswalks etc. 
 
Alplaus Creek bridge sidewalk snow removal: Tom C. says it is the town's job to 
remove the snow. Chris K. says it is the county's job. 
  
Closing Notes: 

That’s all for now; I hope that you can attend the If you're able to attend, the Town 
meeting on April 3, 7:00, Town Hall, Glenridge Rd. 
 

Bud Watson, ARA President, alplausresidents@gmail.com
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OFFICERS  
President Bud Watson  
Past President Mike McHale  
Vice-President Myrtle Major  
Treasurer Vicki Watkins  
Secretary Kathy Boyle  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ELECTED DIRECTORS  
2020 Bob Winchester  
2020 Garry Polmateer  
2021 Sue Breslin  
2021 Jeff Sheely  
2022 Gray Watkins  
2022 Jessica Evans  
 
APPOINTED DIRECTORS  
2019-20 Tim Minahan  
2019-20 Charlie Story  
2019-20 Andrew Gilpin  
2019-20 Michael Dussualt 

 
 
___________________________________________________________________  

 

News from the Alplaus Church 
 

Greetings from the Alplaus United Methodist Church by Barb Trask 

Spring is in the air, at least it was when this was being written. The temperatures are rising and 

the days are getting long. With the coming of spring, comes Easter, a special time of celebration in the 

Christian faith. The church will be holding 2 separate worship services on Easter Day: an early morning 

service at 7:30 am and the regular service at 10:15 am. In between the 2 services there will be a free 

breakfast with pancakes, eggs, and sausage. Donations to help defray the costs are gladly accepted, 

however. Come enjoy the great food. We invite the community to come worship with us any Sunday, 

but especially on this joyous day. 

 We would like to thank everyone who supported our Fried Fish Dinner on Mar. 22nd. It was so 

nice to see so many of you from the community come and have a casual dinner, relaxing with friends 

and family. The dinner was a great success, raising $565. All of this profit will be donated to a local 

charity called “Things of Our Very Own” out of Schenectady. This charity helps families who are on the 

brink of needing foster care in addition to helping children who have already entered the foster care 

system.  We encourage you to look at their website. Our church takes great pride in the various local and 

national mission projects we are involved with, reaching out to those in need. This organization is just 

one of those we help out.  Three other mission projects we regularly help out with are collecting food for 

the Schenectady Inner City Mission, serving dinners at City Mission in Schenectady and donating to the 

United Methodist Committee on Relief which helps those who have been struck by natural disasters. 

 If your community group is planning an event, please let us know as soon as you pick your date. 

We would like to support your efforts as much as possible, which includes not scheduling events on the 

same weekend as yours. Our next event is our annual chili dinner on Nov. 9. We hope you will reserve 

that date and come support our effort to raise money for another charity. 

 With the coming of spring comes the planning for our summers. If your children or children you 

know are planning to attend a religious based summer camp, then the church in conjunction with the 

ARA have scholarships available.  Please see the separate article about that in this issue. 

 To conclude I’d like to leave you with this verse from the Bible: “Do not be anxious about 

anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 

And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in 

Christ Jesus. (Philippians 4: 6-7 NIV) Have a great week!! 
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Religious-Based Campership Scholarships Available 
 

 It’s that time of year when families begin planning summer activities. Summer camps play a 

valuable role in a child’s life. The Alplaus United Methodist Church and the Alplaus Residents 

Association have a scholarship fund for children in our fire district or who attend the Alplaus United 

Methodist Church to help finance attendance at any religious-based summer camp. This program was set 

up in honor of Ted Schwartz, a former resident of Alplaus. If your family would like an application to 

receive help financing a summer camp experience for any of your children this summer, please contact 

Barb Trask at 518-399-6454 or at dtrask1@nycap.rr.com, or you can contact the Alplaus United 

Methodist Church at 518 399-6000. There is no limit on the number of children in a family that can 

receive a scholarship. They are available to both new and repeat applicants. The maximum amount that 

will be dispersed for a camp scholarship is $300 per child. Parents are expected to pay the deposit for the 

camp, and the scholarship can be used for the remaining balance. We hope many families will take 

advantage of this program. Please submit the application by June 6th to be considered for the 1st round of 

money distribution decisions by the committee. Applications received after that date will be considered 

for a scholarship if there is money left in the fund. 

 

___________________________________________________________________  

 
2019 Bulk Waste Zone One/ Alplaus- to begin Monday, 
4/29/19. 
The Town of Glenville in conjunction with County 

Waste will once again be offering bulk waste pick up. 

This year the town has been divided into three zones. 

To prevent items from sitting along the edge of 

properties for an extended period, you may only 

place acceptable items out on the weekend prior 

to your scheduled zone date below. Residents 

who place out items prior to their designated weekend, may be subject to a notice of 

violation for town code entitled Solid Waste §232-4.   

 

 

Caryn for Your Pets…or for You 

Cat sitting 

Dog walking  Services 

Do you need someone to watch 

your pets while on vacation, or for a 

daily visit or walk?  

Also offering: 

Personal Assistance 

*In the home 

* Errand running 

* Elder care 

References available 

Please contact Caryn Weaver for more info 

518.399.3312 

caryn@the-weavers.org 

mailto:dtrask1@nycap.rr.com
https://www.ecode360.com/search/GL0172?query=232-4

