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____________________________________________________________________________

  
On the Hill 

 

Summer in Alplaus is a wonderful place - vacations, summer barbeques, boating, fishing, 
family functions, Fourth of July celebrations and all the other fun in the sun things to do.  
Remember the blessings of living under the red, white and blue on Flag Day, June 14th 
and honor your Dad on Father's Day, June 16th.  

Enjoy these rare days of June and all the outdoor fun of the summer season.  The Home 
Town News takes a two month break over July and August and will resume publication in 
September. …AWH (2010) 

________________________________________________________________________
 

ARA News 
 
Its time again to celebrate our Country and Hamlet's uniqueness with everyone. The 4th of 
July festivities are right around the corner. There a lot going on so rather than put in a 
small excerpt in the ARA News,  The 4th of July will get its own section in this month's 
edition. Please take the time to look over the events and potential opportunities to help out.   
 
Snyder Lane: National Grid is supposed to take care of the gas/regulator view from 
Snyder Lane. The Town has been in conversations with National Grid. We have heard that 
they have agreed upon fixing the unsightliness of the look, but  National Grid still has not 
given a timeline.  
 
Electronic Speed Signs: ARA Representatives met with Supervisor Chris Koetzle and 
Town Representatives regarding the electronic speed signs. Thank you to everyone who 
emailed or wrote the Traffic Safety Committee. As a result of the meeting, the Town has 
begun to collect further data to support our request for the signs. The Data collection, in 
conjunction with the support of Supervisor Koetlze, it appears that we will be able to 
purchase the signs as a part of a pilot program.   
 
Schenectady County and the Hamlet Plan: County Legislator Tom Constantine has 
been working on a County Resolution for the Alplaus Hamlet Plan. If the County adopts a 
resolution, this would be a first of its kind, as well. More to come.  
 
ARA Board Meeting: The next meeting will be June 5, at 7:15 PM at the Firehouse. If you 
have a topic that might need to be discussed, please contact us at 
alplausresidents@gmail.com, and we will add that topic to the agenda. Residents are also 
invited to attend and speak at the meetings. 
 
Bud Watson, ARA President 
alplausresidents@gmail.com 
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________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
The First Lending Library is Open!!   

 
It is at the Mohawk Valley Marina, in the building on the left 
as you come down the driveway.  The entrance is around the 
front of the building on the river side.  It will soon be marked 
by a yellow flag on the building.  The Esperti’s will finish 
making the flag this weekend, and should have to have a few 
nice days in order to paint the area they will hang the flag! 
  
There will be have all kinds of books and a couple of movies 
and audio books so that residents of all ages will find 

something.  There will be fiction, nonfiction, craft books, kids’ books, and cookbooks. Lisa 
Esperti would like some feedback on what kinds of books people would like as well. There 
will be a chalkboard for suggestions at the marina.  
 Please come down and take a look, take a book and sit by the river. Enjoy. Thank you 
Lisa Esperti! 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
Congratulations to Sara Mae Pratt of Hill Street, 
former Hometown News Editor and owner Puzzles, 
a Schenectady bakery that employs people with 
developmental disabilities, was appointed last 
month to a vacant seat on the Schenectady County 
Legislature representing Glenville. 
 

 

______________________________________________________________________
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Alplaus 4th of July! 
  

Believe it or not, 4th of July is right around the corner and we want to share some 
information from the Alplaus Parade organizer, Mary Breslin: 
 
As I sit down to write, the sun is breaking out after a rather dreary weekend. This is a great 
reminder that summer and the Alplaus July 4th celebrations are right around the corner! 
It’s not too early to start planning your float, practicing your patriotic tunes, and breaking 
out your lawn chairs. July 4th is a full week celebration in Alplaus which requires the 
assistance of so many people. If you’ve helped in the past, Thank You! And if you haven’t 
had a chance yet, this can be your year to help with crafts at the kids' carnival, flip burgers 
for the bock party, direct traffic during the parade, or bring your own marching band to the 
parade. The list of festivities and the participant entry form are below, or you can email 
alplausparade@gmail.com  to sign up now!  

 
__________________________________________________________________________

 
Kid’s Carnival 

  by Mary Breslin 

 

As part of the Independence Day activities, the Alplaus Resident 

Association will be hosting a Kid’s Carnival. Join us, Wednesday, July 

3rd  from 3-5 PM for games, prizes, crafts and ice cream sundaes. All 

children up to age 10 are invited to an afternoon of fun and festivities. 

Please remember, all children should be accompanied by an adult.  

   We still need volunteers!!!! If you are interested in helping out with 

set-up, clean-up, organizing games or craft activities, we’d love to 

have you! This is also a great opportunity for teenagers to volunteer – 

with all those children around, you might be able to pick up a new 

babysitting job! If you’re interested, please contact Mary Breslin at 

alplausparade@gmail.com. Thank you.  

 

___________________________________________________________________________
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Alplaus 4th of July Clebration  
List of Events 

 

Sunday, June 30, 2019 
 

10:30 am Ecumenical Church Service    Fire Department Pavilion 

   

Wednesday, July 3, 2019 
 

 

3:00 – 5:00 pm Kids’ Carnival    Fire Department Pavilion 

Children up to age 10 are invited to an afternoon of games, prizes, crafts and ice cream sundaes. 

Please note, all children should be accompanied by an adult.  

 

 

6:00 pm Firefighter Skills Competition   Fire Department Lawn 

Cheer on our Alplaus firefighters as they compete against neighboring fire departments in friendly 

competition and skills. This is a great opportunity to show your support for these important 

volunteers in our community.  

 

 

8:00 pm Alplaus Block Party     Fire Department Pavilion 

Come join your neighbors for an evening of fun times and celebration. There will be music, food, 

and beverages!  

 

Thursday, July 4, 2019 
 

10:00 am Parade Line-Up     Glencliff Elementary School 

All parade participants should arrive at Glencliff Elementary School, 961 Riverview Road, Rexford, 

for parade positioning.  

 

11:00 am  July 4th Parade     Alplaus Avenue 

The parade will leave Glencliff School and travel west on Alplaus Avenue. Parade entrants will be 

announced as they pass the fire house. The parade will continue down Alplaus Avenue, turn left 

onto Belmont Ave, left onto South Ave, and left onto Mohawk Ave. The parade will conclude by 

turning right onto Alplaus Avenue and ending at the Alplaus Fire House.   

 

 

11:30 am July 4th After Party     Fire Department Pavilion 

Join us after the parade for more festivities and cheer. Lunch and refreshments will be available.  

 

 

Volunteers are always welcome! If interested, contact Mary at alplausparade@gmail.com! 

See you on the 4th! 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
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TYPE of ENTRY: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONTACT PERSON:  TELEPHONE:  

DESCRIPTION for REVIEWING STAND ANNOUNCER: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ENTRY FORM DEADLINE: Friday,  June 28th , 2019 

PLEASE RETURN FORM TO: 

Mary Breslin 

11 Mohawk Avenue 

Alplaus, New York  12008 
 Phone:  (518) 488-7721        email:  alplausparade@gmail.com 

NAME of ORGANIZATION:  

 

[   ]  Fire Apparatus      [   ]  Other Emergency Vehicle (specify) _________      [   ]  Vintage Automobile 

   

Unit Number:   _________   Year:   _________   Make:   _________   Driver’s Name:   _____________ 

 

[   ]  Marching Band      [   ]  Civic or Fraternal Organization      [   ]  Ladies Auxiliary         [   ]  Other 

Number of Marchers:   _________ 

 

 

 

 

[   ]  Float (specify) _______________      [   ]  Other (specify) _______________ 

2019  PARADE  PARTICIPATION: 

 

[   ]  YES  We will participate in the 2019 Alplaus Fourth of July Parade! 
 

     I hereby agree to indemnify Glenville Fire District #2 against and to hold the district harmless of and from 

any claims, expense or liability arising out of my participation in the Alplaus 4th of July Parade and related 

activities. (signature required – electronic is acceptable) 

Signed:  ________________________________________________________________________________ 

[   ]  REMOVE  from future parade mailings. 

Alplaus Volunteer Fire Company # 1 

 
 2019 ALPLAUS  JULY 4th PARADE  PARTICIPANT  ENTRY  FORM 

E-Mail ADDRESS:  
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Alplaus July 4th Celebration Volunteer Opportunities 
 

Sunday, June 30th Ecumenical Church Service  -- 10:30 am 

 

Set-Up (Sat, 6 pm)  Clean-up (Sun, 11:30 am)  Baked Goods (arrive by 10:30) 

 

1)    1.     1     

 

2)    2.     2     

 

3)    3.     3     

 

Wednesday, July 3rd Kid’s Carnival – 3-5 pm 

 

Set-Up (Wed, 2-3 pm)   Monitor Games/Activities/Ice Cream (1 hour shifts) 

 

1.     1    4.      

 

2)     2    5.     

 

3)     3    6.     

 

Wednesday, July 3rd Block Party 6 – 10 pm 

Cook Shack (6-8 pm)   Cook Shack (8-10 pm)   Cashier 

 

1)     1.     6-8 pm     

 

2)     2.     8-10 pm    

 

3)     3.      

 

Thursday, July 4th Parade – 11 am  

 

Traffic/ Parking (10 – 12)  Parade Line-up (9:30-11 am)  Cook Shack 

(10:30 – 12:30) 

 

1)     1.      1.    

  

  

2)     2.     2.    

   

 

3)     3.     3.    

   

 

To volunteer for one or more shifts, please contact Mary Breslin at mbreslin002@nycap.rr.com, or 

518-488-7721 

mailto:mbreslin002@nycap.rr.com
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Alplaus Fire Department News 

Andrew Coppola – alplauschief@msn.com     Notes from the chief’s desk  

 
June 2019 Chief’s Report    

 

The members of the Alplaus Fire Department responded to 26 alarms in the month of April. Each 

call was approximately 41 minutes in length and attended by an average of 7.1 members per call. 

Thanks to everyone for the efforts at the High Mills and Ballston Ave fires. 

 

TRAINING 

 

Three Drills were presented in April covering Best Practices for interior firefighters, pump 

operations, hose advancement, vehicle extrication and airbag deployment.  

 

Joe LaCoppola has completed Fire Officer One. Ben Doyle and Chris Irwin-Sullivan have 

completed FAST course. 

 

The county wide MCI Drill at Stratton is Saturday June 8th at 9 amhours 

 

EQUIPMENT 

 

The new engine has been delivered and is at a local garage for equipment mounting.  

The new gear washer has been installed and is fully functional. 

 

GENERAL 

 

Schenectady county Peddle, Paddle and Run was held on May 11th, we provided boat support.  

The county Fishing Derby was held on May 11th at the Indian Kill 

We also marched in the Niska Day Parade on May 18th.  

 

This Month’s Safety Reminder: If there is a fire in your home get out immediately and call 911. Let the 

experts handle it. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Chief Coppola 
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Help Wanted  

Glenville Fire District #2 - Help Wanted 

The Alplaus Fire District is looking for an assistant secretary/treasurer. Duties include 

attending the monthly Board of Fire Commissioners meeting the second Monday of every 

month at 7 pm and assisting the secretary and treasurer. The meetings typically last 2 hours. 

You will serve as asubstitute secretary or treasurer as needed when the secretary or treasurer 

cannot make a meeting (2-3 times per year total). This is a paid position. To learn more about 

the position please contact Mike McHale: mmchale87@gmail.com (518) 915-2547. 

 

 

   

The Alplaus Ladies Auxiliary 
By Tracy Jeror 

 
May was busy month for us as we tied up a lot of ends and put our summer plans into 
place. We held our 2nd blood drive recently and were so thrilled to have so many 
superheroes step through the doors! One donation can save up to 3 lives! It may be a 
cancer patient, accident victim or someone else with a medical need for blood - you ARE a 
hero to them!!!  Donors truly are heroes - THANK YOU! We are hoping to host again year. 
 
Next up on our agenda is the Old Timers Dinner. We are working hard to bring a great 
home cooked meal to all of our firefighters, past and present! This is our little way to say 
thank you! 
 
After that, be on the lookout for our 4th of July float, all continued upkeep of the beautiful 
flowers out front and finally the Apple festival on September 21st. 
 
So much planning and coordinating goes into all of our events - we hope to see you there! 
Our next meeting is Sept 16th at 6:30. 

 
________________________________________________________________________

 

Local Sponsors Needed with Alplaus Hometown News.  
Even in paperless world of 2019, there are residents that receive their information on 
paper. The HomeTown News (HTN) wants to make sure all of the Alplaus resident’s 
receiver their new and that has a financial cost. That is why we offer opportunities to our 
local businesses to sponsor the HTN. As part of your sponsorship, we will insert your 
business card and information to our monthly edition. We are currently developing 
sponsorship packages but if you are interested, please email alplausresidents@gmail.com 
for more information. 

mailto:alplausresidents@gmail.com
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Greetings from the Alplaus United Methodist Church   

by Barb Trask 
  
Donations Needed 
 The Ladies Auxiliary will be having their annual 
Fall Apple Festival on Sat., Sept. 21 from 1-4 pm. In 
addition to providing fun games for the children to play 
and serving delicious food, we will have our raffle table 
again. We are in need of items to raffle off. If you work 
some place that might be able to provide a donation to 
us (an item, a gift card, or a service) please contact 
Barb Trask (518-867-6121) to let her know about the 
possibility. I hope to hear from you.  Thanks. 

 
Religious-Based Campership Scholarships Available 
 
 This is a reminder that applications for the religious-based campership scholarships 
are due as soon as possible. This scholarship fund was set up by the Alplaus United 
Methodist Church and the Alplaus Residents Association for children in our fire district or 
who attend the Alplaus United Methodist Church to help finance attendance at any 
religious-based summer camp. This program was set up in honor of Ted Schwartz, a 
former resident of Alplaus. If your family would like an application to receive help financing 
a summer camp experience for any of your children this summer, please contact Barb 
Trask at 518 867-6121 or at dtrask1@nycap.rr.com, or you can contact the Alplaus United 
Methodist Church at 518 399-6000. There is no limit on the number of children in a family 
that can receive a scholarship. They are available to both new and repeat applicants. The 
maximum amount that will be dispersed for a camp scholarship is $300 per child. Parents 
are expected to pay the deposit for the camp, and the scholarship can be used for the 
remaining balance. We hope many families will take advantage of this program. Please 
submit the application by June 14th to be considered for the 1st round of money distribution 
decisions by the committee. Applications received after that date will be considered for a 
scholarship if there is money left in the fund. 
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__________________________________________________________________________

 

Alplaus - A Former 
Algonquin Shipyard? 
By Jessica Polmateer 

Image from New York State Archives  

 

In the 1920s, Alplaus resident and historian 
Lloyd Brinkman found six stone gouges at the 
bottom of the bank of the Mohawk River.  The 
property belonged to Robert Morris, of “Alplaus 
Road.”  A collection of this many tools is 
considered to form a “cache”, which may have 
either been the site of a workshop, or possibly 

a hiding place.  The stone gouges were used by Algonquin canoe makers who hollowed 
out large pine or cedar tree trunks for their canoes, which could hold up to twenty people.  
The remains of a primitive eel weir were found on the bottom of the Alplaus Creek that 
extends the entire width, ½ mile north of the river, originally made by the Algonquins 
before the 1600s, which further supports the existence of a shipyard in Alplaus. 

Stone gouges have been found in Alplaus in the area encompassed by Brookside Avenue, 
Riverside Place, Snyder Lane, and Alplaus Avenue.  Other artifacts that were unearthed 
include semi-lunar knives or “ulu”, lances, red slate arrows, and leaf shaped slate knives.  
A piece of green slate was found behind the Alplaus Methodist Church, and a larger piece 
across the street from the church in the garden of Mr. Day.  There have been various 
other specimens found in the local area as well, that are currently in the collections of the 
Smithsonian Museum. 

The stone gouge is shaped like a garden trowel but without the handle.  Often made of 
hard stone such as diorite or hornblende, the stone gouge was used to hollow out the tree 
trunk during the controlled burning process in order to make a canoe.  A single stone 
gouge could take up to a year to create, as it was slowly ground down from the hardest 
stone that was available. 

Schenectady County was occupied by the Mohawk Indians, and Alplaus too had Mohawk 
inhabitants.  But before the Mohawk people lived in Alplaus, and then the Dutch came 
after to name it Aal-Plaats, the Algonquin may have had a shipyard on the banks of the 
Mohawk River in Alplaus.  
 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
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Joan Holtermann
 

Longtime Alplaus Resident Joan Holtermann, passed away peacefully 
Friday evening, May 17th with family by her side. She was 86.  Joan 
was born to the late Charles and Clara Young of Waterloo, NY.  After 
moving to Troy, NY, Joan graduated from Troy's Central Catholic High 
School in 1950.  While working in Troy, Joan married the late Paul 
Holtermann while he was in the Air Force in 1955. Joan and Paul spent 
the next nearly 15 years traveling the world to Paul's many Air Force 
postings eventually settling, upon Paul's retirement, in Lake Carmel, 
New York in 1968, before moving to Alplaus, New York in 1974. After 
raising her family, Joan spent many years working in special education 

in the Niskayuna School District and, typical for Joan, she was dedicated to her students. If 
one of the kids was taking a subject she had forgotten from decades old High School 
instruction, Joan would spend long evenings studying for the next day's lessons.  Joan  
also showed dedication to her fellow educators, serving as Union Chapter President for 
several years. Her dedication to the community would later be shown in her election as 
President of the Alplaus Residence Association where she loved to preside over the 
annual Fourth of July Parade.  Joan is survived by daughter, Kim Stahl and her husband, 
Monte of Houston, TX, Peter Holtermann and his wife, Carol of Clifton Park, NY and Keith 
Holtermann and his fiancé, Madeline Zurn of Easton, PA. Grandchildren included Joshua 
Stahl, Rebecca Leal, Isaiah Stahl, Kimberly Harrington, Katharine Holtermann and West 
Holtermann, and six great-grandchildren (with another on the way!). Joan was 
predeceased by her parents, husband, Paul and sister, Ruby Alexanian. Joan also loved 
her many, friends, nieces, nephews and cousins very much and was a constant source of 
news of their various achievements and travels. To Joan, every member of her family and 
all her friends were not just above average but stars. She spent her days thinking of others 
first and will forever be remembered as their greatest example of love, kindness and 
pitching in when help was needed.  Joan will be laid to rest with her husband Paul at the 
Saratoga National Cemetery in a private service. In lieu of flowers, contributions in Joan's 
name may be made to the Alzheimer's Association. 
 
 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Alplaus Bird Line  (June 2010) 

     by Shawna Thompson

     Alplaus was certainly singing the blues in early May, with sightings of Bluebirds, Indigo 
Buntings, and Kingfishers. But Pat Beaver was really singing the blues about a persistent 
Woodpecker that woke her every morning at about 5 AM. The woodpecker really loved the 
sound her metal chimney made as he pecked away at it! 

     The Ciancettas had Tufted Titmice nesting in their little birdhouse. Helen Robinson had 
a Rose Breasted Grosbeak in her yard. Purple Finches are visiting feeders on Hill Street. 

https://pubads.g.doubleclick.net/gampad/jump?iu=/423686928/prod/obit-aff/obit-premium/clio-inline-1&t=clio%3DALZ%26cobrand%3Ddailygazette%26linkurl%3Dhttp%3A//act.alz.org/site/Donation2%3Fdf_id%3D34718%26mfc_pref%3DT%2634718.donation%3Dform1%26set.TributeType%3DMEMORIAL%26set.custom.honoree_name%3DJoan%2520Holtermann%26set.TributeMessage%3DA%2520gift%2520has%2520been%2520made%2520in%2520remembrance%2520of%2520Joan%2520Holtermann%26fn%3DJoan%26ln%3DHoltermann&sz=1x1&c=785482172
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and the Sparrows are on their second clutch of eggs over the Post Office door. Several 
Yellow-Rumped Warblers spent the morning in my trees.  

    Memorial Day Weekend was exciting for Mary Jo Downey, who found an injured 
Baltimore Oriole. She kept it safe until a rehabilitator came and picked it up. These 
gorgeous birds look bright orange and black when you see them fly by, but if you ever get 
to see one close up you will be amazed at the brilliance of that orange! The next day Jill 
Batson had a baby duck walk up to her in the driveway. She made it comfy in a box, but in 
the morning there was another baby duck wandering in circles in the road. Both babies 
were peeping to each other. Jill contacted GG Giorgio, a rehabber who came and picked 
the babies up. You may remember GG from the Great Goose Round-Up when the goose 
shot with an arrow was captured.  

     Kate McHale noticed an odd bird on Hill Street. It looks like a Grackle, but both wings 
are streaked with white, and it seems unable to fly. Maybe the white feathers are partial 
albinism. 

     Look out for the Flamingos which will return to Alplaus very soon.      

     Mario is quick to admit he is not really good at identifying birds, and described one he 
saw. It was “bigger than the little birds”, all brown, lighter brown below and had a very 
distinct black throat patch. Hmmm. Later the same day Charlie spotted the same bird in 
our yard, but he saw a large white patch at the base of the tail when the bird flew.  

 

 

 

 


