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Fall in Alplaus! So Much To Do! 
 

 
 

 

 

Alplaus web address: http://www.alplaus.org 

Web input address:  alplausresidents@gmail.com 

Facebook: Hamlet of Alplaus 

Facebook: Advocacy for Alplaus 
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________________________________________________________________________

  
On the Hill 

 
It has been a great summer in Alplaus -- Alplaus Fire Company champions in a skills competition 

on July 3rd, a bald eagle soaring overhead of our Alplaus 4th of July activities, and lots of family 

and neighbor get-togethers.  

   Now, summer is fast fading from the scene, yielding to shorter days, cooler nights, and an 

explosion of late summer garden produce - tomatoes, peppers, zucchini, string beans, and 

whatever struck your fancy when planting the garden in May and June.  It's time to stock up for the 

season ahead. 

   Perhaps our lives would be less stressful if we all took a few minutes to review the Golden Rules 

presented below.  It always helps to consider how you would like to be treated...…AWH (2010) 

 

THE GOLDEN RULES 
GUARANTEED TO MAKE LIFE EASIER 

 
1. If you open it, close it. 

2. If you turn it on, turn it off. 

3. If you unlock it, lock it up. 

4. If you break it, admit it. 

5. If you can't fix it, call in someone who can. 

6. If you borrow it, return it. 

7. If you value it, take care of it. 

8. If you make a mess, clean it up. 

9. If you move it, put it back. 

10. If it belongs to someone else and you want to use it, get permission. 

11. If you don't know how to use it, leave it alone. 

12. If it's none of your business, don't ask questions. 

13. If it ain't broke, don't fix it. 

14. If it will brighten someone's day--say it! 

 

 
 

________________________________________________________________________
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ARA News 

 
Welcome Back! We hope you had a great summer and a lot has happened since June. 
Let's take a look. 
 
4th of July: The 4th of July activities were great again. Thank you to Parade Chair Mary 
Breslin, the Alplaus Volunteer Fire Department (AFD) and the volunteers that helped make 
the Annual Two-Day Celebration great. We received a lot of feedback that people enjoyed 
the addition of the singing of the National Anthem. It will be added to future parades. 
 
Storms: Alplaus was hit with two microburst storms over the summer. There was property 
damage, but fortunately, no one was injured. Special thanks again to the AFD, our 
residents and the Town of Glenville's prompt attention to help with the cleanup. 
 
Alplaus Hamlet Plan: In June, we had another milestone regarding the Alplaus Hamlet 
Plan (AHP). The Schenectady County Legislature Legislature unanimously passed a 
resolution to recognize the AHP in future matters regarding Alplaus. Similar to the 
resolution passed by the Glenville Town Council in April, the County's resolution happened 
because of the guidance from Former Town Councilman Jim Martin and Former County 
Legislator Rory Fluman along with the efforts of County Legislator Tom Constantine,  
County Lawyer Chris Gardner; and the members of our Alplaus Residents Association 
Board. 
The next step in the AHP journey is to bring it to Assemblywoman Mary Beth Walsh, and 
State Senator James Tedisco and gather their support. 
 
Coming Soon! Radar Speed Signs: Thanks to the efforts of Town Supervisor Chris 
Koetzle, and the donation from two unnamed residents, We will have radar speed signs on 
Alplaus Avenue. They should be up soon. Placement will be determined by the Glenville 
Traffic Safety Committee. 
 
Sidewalks on Alplaus Ave: Supervisor Koetzle and Glenville Highway Superintendent 
secured from the Champlain Hudson Power Express project of $80,000. That funding was 
generously donated to Alplaus for the construction of the sidewalks. More funding and an 
engineering study will be needed to bring sidewalks to completion. The project is 
scheduled tentatively to begin in 2020. The Town 
of Glenville will work with the County of Schenectady on the 
engineering and easement details. 
 

Welcome to Alplaus Signs:  Alplaus resident and 
recently appointed County Legislator Alplaus, Sara 
Mae Pratt, is working on securing a $4000.00 grant 
towards the signs. At our July 3rd festivities, residents 
voted for the favorite sign. The winners were.....The 
standing heron, stone arch and old firehouse. They 
will be placed at the top of Alplaus Ave, Bruce Dr and 
lower Alplaus Ave, respectively. 
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We have been asking for donations to pay for the signs. County Legislator Pratt tells us 
the sign funds are available we'll either reduce the amount from County by sign-specific 
donations amount or take the larger amount from County and ask sign donors if it's OK to 
put their contributions in ARA general fund. Stay Tuned! 
 
Dogs: The ARA has been contacted by residents complaining of barking dogs. Please try 
to keep your dogs inside or supervised when they’re outside, so they don’t constantly bark 
for attention or at other dogs. You may not even hear your pet, but your neighbors do, and 
it can be bothersome. 
 
ARA Board Meeting: The next meeting will be October 9, at 7:15 PM at the Firehouse. If 
you have a topic that might need to be discussed, please contact us at 
alplausresidents@gmail.com, and we will add that topic to the agenda. Residents are also 
invited to attend and speak at the meetings. 
 
Bud Watson, ARA President 
Kathleen McGarry, ARA Secretary 
alplausresidents@gmail.com 

 

 

Alplaus Runaround/ Kid’s Halloween Party  by Andy Gilpin  
     

Alplaus Run-Around.  The Run-Around is scheduled for Saturday, October 26, 2019, at the 
Alplaus Firehouse with the 1 Mile Fun Run starting at 10 AM and the 5 K race starting at 10:30 AM.  
I hope that everyone is planning on coming out to either run or support the race.  This is a great 
event for our hamlet and is a great time to come out to catch up with friends and neighbors.   We 
are always looking for volunteers to help with the race.  We need spotters, timers, and other 
volunteers to help at registration. 

Halloween Party.   The children's Halloween Party, sponsored by the Alplaus Volunteer Fire 
Company, will be held after the Run-Around at the Fire House at 1 PM. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Fall Apple Festival by Barb Trask 

 
On Sat., Sept. 21 from 1-4 pm, the Alplaus Ladies Auxiliary of the 

Alplaus Fire Dept. will host their 3rd Fall Apple Festival fundraiser. 

This event will feature games in the pavilion for kids, featuring 

bowling with a pumpkin, corn hole, ladder toss, Frisbee in a basket, 

pie-throwing at various adults and several new games. Adults are 

welcome to try their throwing aim at our pie-throwing booth. There 

will also be a giant painted scarecrow cut-out to have the kids stand 

behind so you can take their picture. Be sure to go in the community 

room in the older firehouse where there will be food for sale, including apple pie (with or without 

ice cream), caramel and chocolate apples, cider donuts, and drinks (cider, water, and soda). There 

will also be numerous raffle items for you to try your luck at. Come check us out to support our 

community fundraiser. We hope to see you there! 

 

mailto:alplausresidents@gmail.com
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Gin Aand Jazz! Join the Town of Glenville's History, Culture & 
Events Committee as we celebrate the history of the Yates 
Mansion in the story of Glenville and Schenectady County, 
and as they continue to work toward its restoration and future 
use as a cultural center. 

Email glenville2020@gmail.com for more info and to purchase 
tickets. 

_____________________________________________________________________

 
Glenville Octoberfest: The 10th Annual Glenville Oktoberfest, 

presented by Rivers Casino & Resort in coordination with the Town of 
Glenville, GBPA, and Glenville2020. 
 
Join us for this FAMILY FRIENDLY Oktoberfest celebration on Saturday, 
September 28, 2019, from 12 noon till 9 pm! Once again, the event hosted in 

Town of Glenville's Maalwyck Park will feature FREE ADMISSION and FREE PARKING courtesy of our 
great sponsors!!! 
 
Crowd favorites will be returning for 2019 -- watch this site for more news on headliner bands, featured 
events, and sponsors that are helping make this event happen! 
 
Sponsor and vendor information, as well as Volunteer signups available on 
www.glenvilleoktoberfest.com 

____________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.glenvilleoktoberfest.com/?fbclid=IwAR08ShUV5CLGoa5erVyccD6lxXdKmVgvYgEvkCvKLg_Wv5P_WQWGun0q0rE
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Greetings from the Alplaus United Methodist Church   
by Barb Trask 

 
Save the Dates 
The Alplaus Methodist Church will be sponsoring 2 
fundraisers in Nov. for 2 of their outreach programs. 
On Nov. 8-9 (time to be determined) the United 
Methodist Women’s group will sponsor the Mayan 
Hands craft sale again.  
 
The beautiful crafts for sale are made by Native 
Americans in Central America. All 

profits made from the sale are sent to the Mayans community as scholarships for girls to 
attend school. 
This educational opportunity for the girls to attend school is greatly needed in their society. 
The 2nd event is the annual chili dinner on Nov. 9 in the evening. Come enjoy a delicious 
bowl of chili, a corn muffin and a pie of pie. All the profits from this event will be put 
towards the Religious Based 
Summer Camp Scholarships program. This past summer we were fortunate enough to be 
able to offer 4 
Scholarships to youths in our community. Come support us so we can send more youths 
to camp next summer. 

 
 

Alplaus 4th of July! 
By Mary Breslin 

 
Once again the Alplaus July 4 celebration was great! Flags were flying, crowds were 
plentiful, and the sun was hot, hot, hot. 
 
We started festivities with an Ecumenical Church Service hosted by the Alplaus Methodist 
church. Attendance was overflowing and included Congressman Paul Tonko. The ARA 
kids carnival brought out the young and old for games, crafts and sprinkler run (did we 
mention it was hot?). Neighboring fire companies joined our own Alplaus fire department 
for a friendly competition. Our block party included live music with Demantra Constantine 
as well as our trusty neighborhood D.J. Music and drinks flowed into the night. And the 
parade on July 4 morning had returning favorites including classic cars and fire trucks, and 
a few additions including a fabulous marching band! 
 
All in all, it was a great week! Thank you to the many, many volunteers who help to make 
this happen! See you next summer!!  
 

__________________________________________________________________________
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National Ovarian Cancer 
Awareness Month   

by Jessica Evans and Sue Breslin  
 
Have You Seen the Teal Ribbons? The teal 

ribbons you see as you drive through the hamlet 

in September are symbols of National Ovarian 

Cancer Awareness Month. Turn the Towns Teal 

is a national awareness campaign for the 

disease. During September, the campaign 

encourages awareness by hanging the ribbons in 

neighborhoods and town centers. 

On Aug. 31, Alplaus residents Candace and Jeff Madej, together with their children and 

grandchildren, and Candy’s sister Jill Batson and other Alplaus residents enjoyed a beautiful 

morning hanging ribbons. 

If any individual or group would like more information on this disease or its symptoms and 

treatment, contact Candace Madej, luv2stitch54@yahoo.com.  

If you’d like another ribbon to hang on your property, Candace can help you with that too. 

 

For general information on ovarian cancer, visit: www.turnthetownsteal.org. 

Caring Together is an organization dedicated to increasing ovarian cancer awareness so that the 

disease can be caught early. Visit their website for more info:  https://caringtogetherny.org/ 

Awareness can lead to early detection and life-saving treatment! 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

A Special Thanks to Mohawk Valley Marine: by Sue Breslin 
 

 Lisa Esperti established a lending library for all residents of 
Alplaus at the marina.  
I hope you’ve visited the peaceful setting on the river with 
tables and chairs inside and out.  Lisa has stocked the 
shelves with materials for guests of all ages—books, CDs, 
books on disk, movies, board books, cookbooks, exercise 
books, fiction, non-fiction... whatever you’d like.  If you don’t 

see it, she’ll try to get it for you. 
 Please go visit—-it’s around the front of the building on the left.  And leave a note on the 
chalkboard if you don’t see Lisa to thank her personally. 
Thanks so much, Lisa Esperti! 
All of Alplaus 

mailto:luv2stitch54@yahoo.com
http://www.turnthetownsteal.org/
https://caringtogetherny.org/
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___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

GAZATRAZ at Snyder Lane: 
National Grid is supposed to take care of the gas/regulator view from Snyder Lane. The 
Town has been in conversations with National Grid. We have heard that they have agreed 
upon fixing the unsightliness of the look, but National Grid still has not given a timeline. 
Now we need your help to support our neighbors. Below is a form letter that you can send 
to the Public Service Commission. Please print it and send it to the address below. Feel 
free to edit it and be heard. The letter is also attached to this in the HTN email. 
 
New York State Public Service Commission 

Attn: Mr. John Rhodes, Commissioner 

Empire State Plaza       

Agency Building 3 

Albany, NY 12223-1350      

 

Re: Case # 970042, National Grid infrastructure, Snyder Lane, Alplaus, NY 12008 

 

Dear Commissioner Rhodes: 

 

As a resident of Alplaus, NY, I am writing to advise of the unsightly, noisy, and smelly 

infrastructure installation completed a year or so ago by National Grid in my community. The 

project consists of a large new gas line constructed within the NG easement/parcel between Snyder 

Lane and Second Street and therefore directly impacting residents on both streets. 

 

The facility is enclosed by a tall chain-link fence topped with barbed wire, giving the whole area the 

look of a high-security prison. 

 

There was no advance notice of this construction project, nor were there public meetings of any 

kind prior to its commencement. 

 

I have lived in Alplaus for ___ years and enjoy it as a quiet, beautiful corner of the Capital Region. 

Now I have to deal with an ugly, noisy facility that produces an unpleasant gas smell. I am certain 

that this installation has reduced property values and may even create an unsafe environment for 

local residents. The noise of the gas line also disturbs us at night when we try to sleep. I object 

strongly to the negative impact this facility has had on my home town. 

 

We have asked National Grid to screen the new facility from our view, but, to date, nothing has 

been done except a planting of 8-10 small bushes along one small section of the fence. 

 

We have suggested vinyl slats be added to the fence to obscure the view and reduce the  

noise but are told it cannot be done due to Dept. of Homeland Security rules, though we  

can’t find the cited rules.  
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Additional plantings outside the fence to screen it and the infrastructure inside it would go a long 

way toward reducing the visual and noise pollution, but the utility has refused to discuss this, saying 

it would be too expensive. 

 

As a practical matter, we have no recourse except to first ask for your help before commencing 

litigation, seeking damages for the reduction in property values and negative impact on our quality 

of life. Anything you can do to help us with this problem would be greatly appreciated.  

 

Thank you. 

 

Very truly yours,

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

Alplaus Fire Department News 

Andrew Coppola – alplauschief@msn.com     Notes from the chief’s desk  

 

September 2019 Chief’s Report     
 

 
The members of the Alplaus Fire Department responded to 42 alarms in the month of July. Each call was 

approximately 27 minutes in length and attended by an average of 6.5 members per call. 

The new engine went into service this past week and is running well. 

  

TRAINING 
 

Three Drills were presented in August covering operations, Boat Operations, UTV operations and pump 

operations on the new engine. 

Five Explorers and Three Advisors attended Explorer weekend in Montour Falls at the State Fire Academy. 

Three members have completed Basic Exterior Firefighting Operations training and are now enrolled in 

Interior Firefighting Operations. 

 

 

EQUIPMENT 
 

Schenectady County will be awarding $ 50,000 to fire departments for equipment grants, we are planning to submit 

a grant for new airboat communications equipment. 

 

GENERAL 

 

Thank you to everyone who helped out at the Block Party and Parade this year! 

mailto:alplauschief@msn.com
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 This Month’s Safety Reminder: Remember to talk with all family members about 

a fire escape plan and practice the plan twice a year. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Chief Coppola 

 

This Month’s Safety Reminder: If there is a fire in your home get out immediately and call 911. Let the 

experts handle it. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Chief Coppola 
 

 

 

The Alplaus Fire Department Hard at Work! 
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The Alplaus Ladies Auxiliary 
By Tracy Jeror 

 
The summer has come and gone but the Ladies Auxiliary was still busy! 
In July, we put together a float "Alplaus to a Tee" with a collection 
of town event shirts over the years, including our Ladies Auxiliary 
shirt, Paddle for a Cure, Run around and many more! Have you noticed 
the delightful flowers and overall beautification around the firehouse 
- that's us too! Various ladies have signed up to take a week 
throughout the summer to help keep those plants hydrated and looking 
nice. 
One of our biggest events is coming up - The Alplaus Apple festival is 
on Saturday, September 21st from 1-4pm. We have a committee of hard 
working ladies putting this event together, gathering up donations and 
prizes, coordinating schedules and workers for the various games and 
events and of course - baking pies! It is sure to be a great time you 
won't want to miss! From fun kids games to raffles and pie by the 
slice to whole pies - there is something for everyone!!! 
Our next meeting is on September 16th at 6:30. It is a covered dish 
meeting where we spend the first half-hour eating and catching up. We 
 
 
can always use a new set of eyes, artist flair, special talent or just 
a new face to the mix. Hope to see you there. Our next meeting is Sept 16th at 6:30. 

 
________________________________________________________________________

 

Local Sponsors Needed with Alplaus Hometown News.  
Even in paperless world of 2019, there are residents that receive their information on 
paper. The HomeTown News (HTN) wants to make sure all of the Alplaus resident’s 
receiver their new and that has a financial cost. That is why we offer opportunities to our 
local businesses to sponsor the HTN. As part of your sponsorship, we will insert your 
business card and information to our monthly edition. We are currently developing 
sponsorship packages but if you are interested, please email alplausresidents@gmail.com 
for more information. 

________________________________________________________________________

 

 

Alplausian in Tokyo, Japan to race for the World Rowing 

Championships  by Angie Lawry 

mailto:alplausresidents@gmail.com
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Only a handful of local athletes have 

ever represented the US at the World 

Rowing Championships.  Peter 

Lawry, age 16, of Hill St. in Alplaus, 

was selected for a seat on this year's 

US Rowing team.   

 

Peter was raised on the banks of the 

Alplaus Kill and developed an early 

love for boats and the water.  

Following his older siblings' 

footsteps (or, oarstrokes!), he joined 

the local rowing team, Mohawk 

Homeschool Rowing Association, in 6th grade.  It was evident from the outset that he had not only 

the skill, but the determination and discipline to excel.   

 

After winning several State and National medals, he decided to set his sights on one of the most  

 

elite accomplishments a US rower could achieve: a spot on the US Rowing team, to compete at the 

World Championships.  Only one boat from each category is represented - 21 high school men in all 

- and athletes spend years training and racing for these spots. 

 

 

Peter found his rowing partner, Gil Dexter, from Saratoga Springs, just 6 weeks ago.  They had 

competed in the same races in single sculling for several years but had never rowed together.  After 

placing seconds apart at Nationals in May, Gil asked Peter to consider rowing a double together for 

the summer.  After a couple of trial rows with Saratoga Rowing Association, they decided to go for 

it.   

 

After hard training and strategic planning, they competed against several other elite teams from 

across the nation in the U.S. Mega Trials in Princeton, NJ.  An underdog team by all accounts, they 

took the rowing world by surprise and narrowly beat out the team from Redwood City, CA to earn 

the men's U19 (under 19) doubles place on the USRowing team. 

 

In 2 weeks, they head to Tokyo, Japan to race in the World Rowing Championships.  They will row 

on the newly constructed waterway built for the 2020 Olympics.   

 

If you are interested in championing and supporting these young men from our community as they 

head to Tokyo, please visit our fundraising page at:  https://www.classy.org/fundraiser/2187392 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

__________________________________________________________
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It Was Enough to Have Been a Unicorn: 

Kurt Vonnegut in Alplaus by Jessica Polmateer 
 

In his debut novel, Player Piano (1952), Kurt Vonnegut transforms 

Schenectady into a dystopian society where machines replace the work of 

human laborers. Through satire and humor, Player Piano explores the 

implications of industrialization and the rise of major corporations like 

General Electric. Kurt’s work was inspired by his three years as a public 

relations man for Schenectady’s GE. During his time at GE, Kurt lived in the 

hamlet of Alplaus, in a home that still stands, and still contains Vonnegut’s 

writing desk. A World War II Purple Heart recipient, humanist, pacifist, and 

resolutely middle-class American, Kurt Vonnegut transcended the science 

fiction label to capture the essence of American society.  

 

For Schenectadians today, Player Piano’s Schenectady is both familiar and jarring as we see just 

how real Kurt’s automated world has become.  

Kurt Vonnegut and his family moved to the 

small hamlet of Alplaus in the late 1940s, 

where they set down roots. The family 

became involved in the local community, and 

participated in volunteer activities. Kurt’s 

neighbors remember the author walking each 

day to the post office to check his mail, 

taking his wife, Jane, and their children with 

him. Other neighbors discussed with Kurt his 

time in the war, or served alongside him in 

the volunteer fire department. Born a mid-

westerner in 1922, Kurt hailed from a 

wealthy but dysfunctional family. The Great 

Depression led to a decline in his father’s 

architectural business, which in turn led to 

anger and depression issues in his mother. 

Sadly, Kurt’s mother died of an overdose 

when he was in his early twenties. Though 

most believe it was a suicide, some family 

members maintain that the death was 

accidental. After his wife’s death, Kurt’s 

father, Kurt Sr., dedicated himself to the 

artspainting, sketching, and creating 

furniture. From this background came the 

man who would give us the darkly satirical 

best-selling novel Slaughterhouse-Five. New 

York State, specifically Cornell University, 

brought Kurt eastward, toward Schenectady. 

He attended Cornell for a time, but his 

lackluster academic performance led to 

probation, and he eventually dropped out. 

From there, the would-be-author enlisted in 

the United States Army and was captured at 
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the Battle of the Bulge. As a prisoner of war, 

Kurt survived the Allied firebombing of the 

city of Dresden by hiding out in an 

underground meat storage cellar. In the days 

after the bombing, Kurt was forced by his 

captors to pull dead bodies from the ruins of 

the city. It took him over twenty years to 

write Slaughterhouse-Five, a novel based on 

these events. This quarter century of mulling 

over trauma speaks to the emotional burden 

that the author carried throughout his life. 

When he returned home, Kurt married his 

high school sweetheart, Jane Cox. His 

brother, Bernard, worked as a scientist at 

General Electric in Schenectady, and in 1947 

convinced Kurt to move to Alplaus, and take 

a job as a publicist in the GE News Bureau. 

17 Hill Street in Alplaus is where Kurt and 

Jane settled; Kurt’s brother lived just down 

the road in a large brick house that sat at the 

edge of the Alplaus Creek. Kurt settled into 

his new home and job at “Generous 

Electric,” as employees often referred to GE. 

His dream of writing had not been paying the 

bills, but now he could be a “junior writer” 

for the News Bureau, and earn a salary that 

was enough to support his family. He was 

even able to buy some GE appliances to put 

in his new home, perhaps making family life 

a little easier. And so, Kurt went to work at 

GE every day. At night and on the weekends, 

he wrote at the upstairs hallway desk in his 

small home. Jane knew that if his typing was 

smooth and steady, the writing was going 

well. If the typing was not going well, Kurt 

was not easy to live with. And, although GE 

was a good living, Kurt was not a “company 

man,” and was fearful of becoming one. So 

Kurt wrote. And, after three years of working 

at GE, Vonnegut finally sold five magazine 

stories, his personal benchmark for writing 

success. He quit GE in December 1950. Now 

that Kurt was a full-time writer with two 

young children (Mark and Edith) underfoot 

in the house, he needed a quiet place to write. 

Kurt heard from neighbors that local 

shopkeepers Sam and Ann Cheney had room 

to rent in their store on Alplaus Avenue. The 

Cheneys had purchased the store in 1945 

after the death of the previous tenant, Ed 

“Pappy” Maloney, the editor of the Alplaus 

Home Town News. Cheney’s was a gas 

station and general store, and the room that 

Kurt rented faced Alplaus Avenue. He would 

watch the company men take the bus to GE 

in the morning, and feel a sense of 

satisfaction that he was now his own man. 

Kurt wrote his first published novel, Player 

Piano, in that little room he rented above 

Cheney’s. Player Piano’s story of a changing 

society, and the trend toward mechanization 

of daily life, reflected the trend Kurt saw 

during his time at GE. Kurt worried about its 

implications. Though the novel was seen as a 

piece of science fiction, it was in fact based 

on Kurt’s own experiences in Schenectady. 

This theme is not unique to Kurt Vonnegut, 

or to science  
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fiction. Writers 

and philosophers 

have long 

pondered what 

technological 

progress means 

for humanity. As 

the author 

himself said: “I 

got classified as a 

science fiction 

writer simply 

because I wrote 

about 

Schenectady, 

New York… 

There are huge 

factories in 

Schenectady and 

nothing else… 

And when I 

wrote about the 

General Electric 

Company and 

Schenectady, it 

seemed a fantasy 

of the future to 

critics who had 

never seen the 

place.” When 

Player Piano was published in August 1952, 

not a single book store in GE-dominated 

Schenectady stocked the book. While renting 

the room above Cheney’s, Kurt joined the 

Alplaus Volunteer Fire Department and was 

issued badge number 155. According to one 

local citizen, at that time there were no young 

men around during the day to fight fires 

except Vonnegut and the local grocer. After 

one particularly smoky fire in Alplaus, Kurt 

was hospitalized for four days due to smoke 

inhalation. During this time, and in the 

following months, Kurt wrote the novel, God 

Bless You, Mr. Rosewater, which was based 

upon his time in Alplaus and his service as a 

volunteer firefighter there. The Alplaus 

firehouse siren is particularly loud, as 

residents can attest. In the novel, Kurt writes 

of a very loud siren at the fire station in 

Rosewater, Indiana. In 

fact, Kurt is actually 

writing satirically about 

the Alplaus fire siren: 

“About the fire horn: To 

the best of Eliot’s 

knowledge, it was the 

loudest alarm in the 

Western Hemisphere. It 

was driven by a seven-

hundredhorsepower 

Messerschmitt engine 

that had a 

thirtyhorsepower electric 

starter. It had been the 

main air-raid siren of 

Berlin during the Second 

World War.” Kurt truly 

enjoyed his time as a 

volunteer firefighter, and 

before his death, he sent 

the fire department a 

small silk print with a 

Maltese cross. Alplaus 

residents remember the 

Vonnegut family for 

their volunteer activities, 

whether at the fire 

department, or helping 

the local school district. 

Having grown up with Midwestern values, 

and having lived through the tragedy of war, 

Kurt was in some ways ready to give back to 

those he felt were worthy of his service. 

Perhaps the gesture Vonnegut would have 

most appreciated was the decision by the 

Alplaus volunteer fire department, where he 

had served after the war, to lower the flag 

and ring its alarm bell with a 5-5-5 cadence - 

the traditional salute to a fallen brother. Kurt 

Vonnegut and his family eventually moved 

on from the Schenectady region, as many 

people have. After a meeting in New York 

City with his editor during which he pitched 

another novel, Kurt and Jane realized that 

they no longer had to live near General 

Electric. They sold the Hill Street house at a 

profit of $3,500 to Gloria and Jack Ericson 

and moved to Cape Cod. Kurt died in 2007, 
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and his books continue to be beloved by 

readers of all ages. Now, sixty years after his 

time in our region, what does Kurt Vonnegut 

mean to Schenectady and Alplaus? As 

Vonnegut’s character Eliot Rosewater says: 

“I can’t find the words.” Indeed, the true 

worth of Alplaus’ most famous citizen may 

never be realized, but Kurt Vonnegut is still 

fondly remembered in town. Kurt’s father, 

Kurt Sr. was an architect and artist. At the 

end of his life, Kurt Sr. said, “It was enough 

to have been a unicorn.” What he meant by 

this was that he got to create wonderful 

things. His son, Kurt, also followed his heart 

and made wonderful things. He left the 

company lifestyle that would have been so 

easy to retire into and made his own way, 

writing celebrated novels and living life on 

his own terms.  
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