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ABOVE: Chief Coppola takes a few pies in the face at last month’s Fall Apple Festival.



News from the Alplaus Residents’ Association 
Maurice “Bud” Watson 

September seemed to fly by, didn’t it? In this edition of the ARA News, I hope to recap 
all the month’s activities around town and get everyone ready for a busy upcoming 
October. Let’s get to it. 

Thank you to all of the residents who participated in the Hamlet Plan Survey. Seventy-
one responses in all! We are currently sorting out the data supplied by you. We will be 
sharing it with you and will let you know the next steps sometime after the October 10 
board meeting. 

Paving of roads in Alplaus continues to be delayed. It appears to be an issue with the 
company contracted by the town. Hopefully, the job will be completed soon. 

Although he left us, his presence is still with us: the late Cliff Hayes left a gift of 
$1,000.00 to the Alplaus Residents’ Association!   A special thank you to our dear 
friend. 

Congratulations to Jessica Polmateer as our new newly appointed Alplaus Historian. A 
lifelong Alplausian, Jessica has a Master’s Degree in Public History and was trained in 
archival practices, digital history, and history specific to the local area. Thank you, 
Jessica, for taking this position. 

Budget forum: We will be hosting a special town budget forum on Tuesday, October 9, 
7 pm at the firehouse. Town Supervisor Chris Koetzle will present the town's finances,  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challenges, share thoughts, and answer questions on the 2019 proposed budget. It’s an 
excellent opportunity to sit down and meet. We hope you can attend.  

Alplaus Run-Around: The event will be held on Saturday, October 30, 2018, at the 
Alplaus Firehouse. The 1-mile Fun Run starts at 10 am, and the 5K race begins at 
10:30 am. Plan on coming out to either run or support the race! The Run-Around is a 
great time to catch up with friends and neighbors in our beautiful hamlet. We are 
always looking for volunteers to help with the race. We need spotters, timers, and 
other volunteers to help at registration. 

Halloween Party: The children's Halloween Party, sponsored by the Alplaus Volunteer 
Fire Company, will be held after the Run-Around at the Firehouse, at 1 pm.   If you 
would like to help with any of the activities and/or preparation, please email Mary 
Breslin at mbreslin002@nycap.rr.com. 

ARA Board Meeting: The next meeting will be Wednesday, October 10th, at 7 PM at 
the Firehouse. If you have a topic that might need to be discussed, please contact us 
at alplaus12008@yahoo.com, and we will add that topic to the agenda. Residents are 
also invited to attend and speak at the meetings. 

The Local Glenville Development Corporation contacted us to inquire about interest in 
membership in their group. If any resident would like further information on the GLDC 
and what they do, you can visit their website at www.glenvilleldc.org or contact Dick 
Usas 518-265-5635. 

That’s all for now. If I missed anything or you would like further information, please 
contact me at alplaus12008@yahoo.com. 

We'll see you at one of our many events, and make sure you enjoy this fall weather!  

AFTER-SCHOOL ENRICHMENT PROGRAM INSTRUCTORS NEEDED! 
The Glencliff Elementary School PTO is seeking instructors for their After-School Enrichment Program (ASEP). ASEP 
runs once a week for 5 weeks in the winter (January – February) and 4 weeks in the spring (April – May). All classes 
run from 2:00 – 3:15 pm at Glencliff. Class ideas are endless and could include crafts, music, knitting, fitness, and so 
much more. You choose the class, you choose the grade level, you choose the day of the week. For more 
information, contact Mary Breslin at 518-399-0354, mbreslin002@nycap.rr.com.
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News from the Chief’s Desk 
Andrew Coppola  

Chief’s Report July 2018 

The members of the Alplaus Fire Department responded to 38 alarms in the month 
of August. Each call was approximately 27 minutes in length and attended by an average of 6.3 
members per call. 

Four drills were presented in August covering 
boat operations with the Scotia Fire 
Department, Equipment Checks, Mask 
Confidence, Pump Operations, Hose 
Advancement, Midnight Alarm, and Dog Pile. 

Gene Bekkering and Wendi Gapczynski-Bekkering completed the NYS course for Apparatus Operator 
and Ben Doyle completed Aircraft Firefighting Operations. 

The Rescue Tech Basic course started on September 5th at Glenville Hills Fire Department. Kurt 
Haushalter and Joey LaCoppola are participating. 

Principles of Instruction will be offered at the Alplaus Fire Station next month. 

The NYS Technical Rescue Conference was held September 29 and 30 at the new training facility in 
Oriskany. There were both hands on and classroom courses offered. 

Calls for the Month of August
Fire Alarm Responses: 5 Alarm Drops – Glendale 

Open Burn – St. Jude 
Conifer Park – Fire drill

Mutual Aid: 20 East Glenville (12) Alarm Drop, MVA’s. 
Thomas Corners (5) –Alarm Drops 
Rexford – (3) Alarm Drops

Medical Emergencies: 10 Mostly Routine

Motor Vehicle Accidents: 0

Other Calls: 2 CO - Pinewood 
Flooded Basement - Acorn

Boat Call: 1 Possible Jumper – Mohawk River

THIS MONTH’S SAFETY REMINDER 
Before you warm yourself by the fire this fall 
make sure your chimney is clean!
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Notes from the Ladies Auxiliary 
Tracy Jeror 

September is one of those months that sneaks up on you and then it's here and you hit 
the ground running - the Auxiliary is no exception to this! Much of our busy work 
occurs between now and January, including the Apple Festival, Election Day Bake Sale, 
Adopt a Family coordinating, Holiday Bake sale and the Chili Challenge.  

The Fall Apple Festival was a huge success this year! We were so thankful for the many 
contributions from Alplaus United Methodist Church, Bowman's Orchards, Freemans 
Bridge Wine and Liquor, Glenville Beverage, Hannaford, Kulak's Nursery, Market 32/
Price Chopper, Riverview Orchards, Personal Cellar, Shoprite, Shultz's Greenhouse, 
Stewarts, Subway, Target, Walmart and Zinful Thoughts Wine and Liquor. It was a true 
joy to see so many families come out, have fun and support us in the process. Thank 
you all! 

A few dates to keep in mind: The Election Day Bake Sale will be held on Election Day, 
November 6th. Stop in to vote and pick up some baked goods, varying from pies, 
breads, cookies, brownies, muffins and other treats. The Holiday Bake sale will be on 
December 8th. This is a great time to load up on holiday treats, whether it's for your 
home, office or get together - we got you covered! As an added bonus, this year we are 
celebrating our 50th anniversary and would like to invite everyone to come have some 
cake with us!! Details to follow next month. 

Our next meeting is on October 22nd at 7pm. We will have a special guest speaker 
from Fruit of the Spirit, the agency we assist for our Adopt a Families in December. 

SHARING IS CARING 
Celebrating a birthday or anniversary? Have news or an announcement for the next issue of Home 
Town News? Interested in writing an article? Send it to alplausHTN12008@gmail.com. 

GET SOCIAL 
The Hamlet of Alplaus is now on Facebook and Instagram. Connect with us online! 

The Hamlet of Alplaus @alwaysalplaus

mailto:alplausHTN12008@gmail.com
mailto:alplausHTN12008@gmail.com
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Al-paws: Getting to Know Our Neighborhood Pets 
Michael McHale 

Flynn 
 
Hello Alplaus! My name is Flynn 
McHale, but my mom and pop 
call me Flynny or Flynn-bop, or 
Flynnigan, or Flynnstone…I 
guess I got lots of names. I 
moved to Alplaus one year ago 
from Maryville, Tennessee. I got 
arrested by the dog catcher 
down there for running wild in 
the streets with my best friend 
“Fatty”. Getting arrested wasn’t 
so bad because in jail they feed 
you, I was so hungry! I was only 
40 pounds! I also had lots and 
lots of fleas, and worms, and 
even heart worms. I wasn’t 
feeling too good. They found 
my owner and he took back my 
best friend Fatty, but left me at 
the pound… I guess he didn’t 
want me anymore. 

They shaved off all of my fur and gave me lots of medicine, I didn’t like that part, but I 
also got lots of food – that part was better. After I was all better I had a looong ride in 
a big truck, when I got out I met a nice lady, she seemed sad so I decided to adopt her 
as my momma! I never had a momma before, but I decided I was ready to take care of 
a momma of my very own. She didn’t understand much at first, but with lots of 
patience and training she has come a long way in the last year and now she is the 
bestest momma ever! Since I got a whole new life I decided to get a new name too so I 
asked my momma to call me Flynn. There is a man who lives at my house too, I call  
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him pop. He thinks that he is 
in charge, momma and I don’t 
have the heart to tell him that 
he is low man on the totem 
pole so we just let him pretend 
he is in charge. He is a nice 
pop, but he isn’t too bright. 

Nowadays I got a yard to run 
around in and chase squirrels, 
I take my momma on lots of 
walks, and I don’t have no 
more heart worms or any other 
kinds of worms. I got a lots of 
responsibilities guarding our 
house and taking care of my 
momma and pop, but I just 
turned 6 years old so I’m old 
enough to handle it. 
Sometimes I still miss my 
friend Fatty, but I wouldn’t 
trade my momma for anyone 
else, she is my new best friend!  

PAWS WITH A PURPOSE 
We’ll be featuring a beloved pet in each issue of Home Town News in order to help our 
neighbors get acquainted with the cats and dogs of Alplaus.  

While many readers may be curious to learn the story behind that cat or dog walking by their 
home everyday, we hope that getting to know these local pets will help foster friendship and 
goodwill between neighbors.  

We also hope that attaching a name and background to our community’s pets will help folks 
identify these special animals in the case of an emergency.  

Would you like your furry friend featured in an upcoming issue? Send your pet pictures and 
stories to alplausHTN12008@gmail.com. 
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Notes from the Alplaus United Methodist Church 
Pastor Kristi 

Our Community 

I like to take a break from tension and stress from time to time. I feel like the busy 
days of summer were also the “laid back” days of summer, and now I go-go-go all the 
time. Some of my days are totally booked and I think – Well, I know I can’t get it all 
done, so where will be the first part I cut into? For example, at last month’s church 
community luncheon I planned to do some set up (rare for me), drop off the 
cornbread, offer a prayer before the meal, and duck out as soon as I could. Well, it 
turned out that I took the time to stay and enjoyed the luncheon. I stayed not only 
because the food was good, but also because the company (the community) was good 
too. 

I occasionally walk with the “Alplaus Amblers” who meet on Tuesdays 9am at the 
church and walk in town, a nice gentle leisurely stroll. I don’t walk as often as I 
should, but when I do, I really enjoy it and have had several fine conversations with 
folks I am getting to know. This week I went to a volunteer training at City Mission 
and learned more about their programs and facilities and how there are many daytime 
ways to help for people of all abilities, schedules and interests. If you are curious, I 
invite you to ask me or to sign up for a similar (1hr) session on their website. As I sit 
to write, I have just finished my “shift” at the Fall Apple Festival with the Alplaus 
Ladies Auxiliary; 4 hours 
at “Ladder Toss” was a 
fun afternoon. I was able 
to talk to with my co-
worker and enjoy the fun 
of great kids. Not to 
mention – I signed up to 
make a pie, so I also got 
to spend the morning in 
the kitchen with my 
daughter and my mother. 
All in all a GREAT day! 
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What is my point? You may be wondering, as I continue to list activities. My point is 
that these activities were fulfilling and enjoyable. These are some of the fabulous 
opportunities available to folks who are a part of a community that connects with and 
cares for neighbors – both literal neighbors and friends from all over. These activities 
could be seen as tasks on a to-do list. I am thankful that even though I had them on 
my agenda for the day, they offered me the break from tension and stress for which I 
was searching. 

I still have other things to do – some enjoyable, others less so- but I am thankful for 
this community in Alplaus; it has welcomed me, and that offers me an oasis of peace 
and rest- even when it is disguised as items “to do”. I pray for each of you the joy of 
connecting with community. If you are uncertain how to connect with our church, just 
show up. Alplaus UMC is a little like Jello – there’s always room for more! 

One last thing – because I can’t resist… I saw a Church Sign once that read  
“Ch ch, what is missing? Answer - U R!” 

Blessings,  
Pastor Kristi 

PAMPERED CHEF PARTY 
The Alplaus United Methodist Church is hosting a Pampered Chef party on Saturday, October 
13th, at 1:00 p.m. located at 1 Brookside Place in Alplaus. Proceeds will benefit the Youth 
Christian Summer Camp Scholarship, which helps to send children connected with the church 
and the Alplaus Community to enjoy a Christian camping experience. It will be a fun afternoon 
of great food and terrific products that will make your love of cooking that much easier and 
faster.   Bring a friend or two or reserve a table for a group of friends. Reservations requested 
but not mandatory. Call Barbara Trask at 518-867-6121 if you have any questions or 
visit www.alplausumc.org  for additional information. The church is handicapped accessible. 
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A Door on the River   

Our hometown author, Jessica Hornik (Evans), has published a book of poetry, A Door 
on the River (Chatwin Books). Jessica's poems touch on themes of nature, family, and 
place, especially our stretch of the Mohawk. The book is available to order from 
Amazon and at the Open Door Bookstore, where she will be appearing on Thursday, 
October 4, at 6:00 pm, for a reading and signing event. All are welcome.  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JUST FOR KIDS 
Calling all Home Town Kids! 
Do you like to draw, write, or take photos? 
Submit your drawings, photos, or article ideas 
to Home Town News, and your work might be 
featured in a future issue! 

SEND IT TO 
ALPLAUSHTN12008@GMAIL.COM

mailto:ALPLAUSHTN12008@GMAIL.COM
mailto:ALPLAUSHTN12008@GMAIL.COM

